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vessels to saill in through such a channel.
If ever there was an expenditure of public
money that should call forth the condemna-
tion of hen. gentlemen opposite—that is if
they have been correct in their denuncia-
tions of public expenditures in the past—
this is one, and more especially when the
hon. Minister must admit that almost within
hailing distance there is a natural harbour.
the harbour of Midland, where there is a
very large elevator, and on the
other side, there 18 the town of
Owen Sound with a natural harbour.
Yet the hon. gentieman proposes to take
§156,000 to dig a trench te endeavour to per-
mit vessels to come into the town of Col-
lingwood, when he knows that it cannot
possibly become a point for grain distribu-
tion, or handling of freights to any large
extent. Of course, we all know the reason
why it is done. The reason isg, not ¢n
grounds of public policy, not because the
town of Collingwood is to be accorded it as
a matter of right, but simply because the
hon. member for North Simcoe (Mr. Mec-
Carthy), as a powerful supporter of the Gov-
ernment. has demanded that it should be
done. I am not condemning the isovern-
ment for doing this work on behaif of the
people of Collingwood, because the wharfs
there are in sore straits, bnt I am saying
this in order to show that these hon. gentle-
wen opposite when in Opposition were al-
ways ready to denounce an expenditure, no
mmatter how trivial it was, simply as a
bait. as an allurement, to constituencies to
send representatives to support the then
Administration. Yet, in face of all their
past professions and promises, they are
plunging this country to-day in an expendi-
ture of $150,000 simply te dig & trench, no-
thing more, and the Minister, 1 believe,
‘kpows that it does not at all come up to
what the people of Collingwood asked for.
1 say that the people of Collingwocod can
never expect to have a good harbour there
when they have nothing more or less than
a trench 1530 yards wide in which to tow
vessels. Now, I want to ask the Minister
this further question: Is there any under-
standing with the people of Collingwoed, or
with the representative of North Simcoe,
that there is to be a further appropriation
made so that the harbour, when compieted,
will at least present the appearance of a
natural harbour, or is the Min!ster prepared
to state that the Government does not stand
pledged to do anything further than to dig
this tremch of 130 yards in width, at a cost
of $150,060 ?

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Had the hon. gentieman known the facts
of the case, he would not have.spoken in the
very unfair way that he has spoken. When
I came inte office I found that tenders had
been asked for by the late Government, and
plans had been prepared. Messrs. Boon &
Armstrong were the lowest tenderers, for

the sum of $144,000. Of course, the hon.
gentleman is a better engineer than those
that I bhave in my department, and he says
this amount of money is excessive.

Mr. BENNETT. I did pot say that.

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS. I
understood my hon. friend to say that this
sum was cnly sufficient to dig a little trench.
Well, as I said, I found plans had been pre-
pared and tenders asked for; and the chief
engineer of my department had reported
that the tender of Boon & Armstrong was
teco low, that it could not be acted upon,
and the Minister had accepted the advice of
the engineer, and had decided not to accept
Boon & Armstrong’s tender because it was
found to be too lew. I sent back the
cheques with the tenders. Later on Bocn &
Armstrong came to me and offered to
change the counditions, and the chief engin-
eer arranged to make the conditions as
stringent as possible. They represeiited
that they were quite able to do the work
for the amount tendered, and although the
chief engineer thought it was a very low
price, I consented to give them the work,
imposing, as I said, upon them very string-
ent conditions. I am glad to Inform my
hon. friend that they have placed the secur-
ity te our credit in one of the banks of Can-
adg, that all arrangements are completed,
and that they are about to start work. Now
my hon. friend finds that the width is not
sufficient. I am sure that he knows that in
many places in the St. Lawrence the width
of the river is no broader than that, ana
still large vessels are able to pass up and
down. I did not change the plans that 1
had found prepared. I feund the tenders in -
my department, and after careful considera-
tion I gave the contract to these gentlemen.

Mr. BENNETT. Now the »3iinister has
not answered the very pertinent question
that I put to him, namely, is it the intention
of the department to limit the expeuditure
at Collingwood simply to the excavation of
this trench ?

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS.
The intentiom of the Governmieni is first-
to carry out this work, and we shall see
later on what to do.

Mr. BENXNETT, That is the point te
which I wish the Minister to commit him-
seif. Now, I asked himm to what further
extent, after the expenditure of $150,000 has
been made, does he intend to sadidle the
country ? Does he irtend to carry out the

‘| pledges which bave been made to the peo-

ple of the town of Collingwood—because I
understand that they have been assured that
an expenditure will be made there of over a
‘guarter of a milljon dollars. Now, I want.
the House and the country to understand
where the Minister stands.” He is asking

us to-day to make him & grant of $150,000,

in round numbers.
to dig

He proposes then

what is omly a  trench into



