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In November 1997 the State Law & Order Restora-tion Council (SLORC) military junta ruling Burina
changed its name to the State Peace & Develop-
-ent Council (SPDC). However, there was no

change in the four key leaders of the junta, and
judging by the testimonies of villagers throughout
Burma and the continuation of ail of the regime's
military operations, there has been no change in
polcy;, in fact, the forced relocations and related
abuses occurring in many rural parts of the coun-
try have only intenslfied, making it appear that the
SPDC regime is even more ruthless and repressive
than the SLORC ever was. Like many dictator-
shlps, the SLORC/ SPDC is an extremely
paranoid regime, believlng that it must
control every inch of terrltory and poli,
the dally lives of every citizen in PCa
Burina; that if it relaxes lts repres-
sion for one moment, the people the SLORC
will rise and destroy it. This men- an>y form
tallty explains the junta's refusai to
negotiate or compromise wlth its ws to 'dri
opponents, even in situations where so the
there would be nothing to lose bv

sition by attacklng the civilian population until
they can no longer support any opposition. This is
the fundamental idea of the Four Cuts pollcy (cut-
ting supplies of food, funds, recruits and intelli-
gence to the resistance) which Ne Win lnltiated in
the 1970's. The current SPDC plan for consolidat-
ing control over areas where there is resistance
appears to consist of the following steps: 1) mount
a military offensive against the area; 2) forcibly
relocate al villagers to sites under direct Army
control and destroy those villages; 3) use the relo-
cated villagers and others as forced labour, porter-

ing and building mllitary access roads into
their home areas; 4) move more Army

units in and use the villagers as

that "or~
togethei
must Co


