
The experience frpm 1960 however, shows that this is still a burning issue. The
creation of more states and local government areas do not seem to have been
particularly helpful es there still continues to be a clamour for more. Quota
system, ethnic balancing, federal character and similar mechanisms rather than
ameliorate the problem seem to have exacerbated Rt as the
dominating group seem to be using these selectively to advance its- own agenda.

ln the recent Conférence of Nationalities held last December in L.agos where
many nationalities were represented along with other lvil society actors Rt was
unanimously agreed that:

"Ethnic Nationalities shaillbe the building blocks of the F4deration, with the right
to self-determinatien The Federating units shall have powers comparable to the
Regions in the 1963constitution and they shagl have their own constitutions."

ii) Revenue Ai00Stin has to be crried out oniebasis of what ie needed to run
each tier of government depending on the pdwers alßcated to %tDervatien has
to play a psuminent roie. This is not only to sustain the gooseettlays the
golden egg but also to make sure that parasitic region formations are not
encouraged.

Before the omingofe army in 1966, th190 independence and 1963
Republican Constiutions anloaedr evenuseon the isis of derivagion: 50% of
the revenue went to the ara from wleh iwas extraced while 50% went to the
Federal government. Out of this, theFed0rni g0venmient was only eneowed o
retain 0%wNis3g% went into thedistributable¢pool vtachrenttteregions
inchanng# theagionof origin which hadsnaviouisiygt irs W% ehareAil
impçortanne ra nte that the Constuse defined ategion to thekede te continental
shefatiang the egion.

The variogs military govemrmenis have distted tilnegotisted principle to vest
mest of the mineral rights in te Pederal gorverfmmergMvng m* liteor nod*ing
to the areas of derivation. However, the environmentai despelWion of the oil
producing -r« has escalated over the years. The obviou dbgtlopmierrtin
other aesof dhe Swu"r and thevisible corruption and embw7ifeenMfthis
resources by varous indWivdas has brough this issue to acriilt bellong point.
Somne of the indigene of the 0il-prodcng mres oreeup in aramers anlt.o
peoples both natinally and intefmatonalty~eypathise with thininiMatsad of
trying to solve thei prnblems, the fespone has been the miillry obuþaion of
their h=ms, raping of their women and the haning a ln i@io iW people.


