
1. HISToeY, CUSTOMS
AND BUSINESS
PRAGTICE

The Kingdomr of Thailand, formerly Siam, ihas an area
of 13 11km-Occpyifl9 a strategic positonl in the

cetr f th Southeast Asia peninsula, Thuilind
bresKaripuchea <Qamboda to the southeuast L~aos

to the east and northt Burnma to the nothad west, andI
Malayhs to the south. Thailand's copatline borders the
Guslf of TNulmand to the east and the Andaman~ Sea to

Bangkok, içnown In Thai as Krung Thep, mnd Its sister

city, Thon Buri, are ThailprI4's qovemont, business
and commeial centres. £fluated 32 k~m imd on the
Chao Phraya River, Bangkok is Thailind's major port.
Other urban cmntres include Çhiang Mai4, a northi.rn clty
wlth 104 910 inhabitants; Khorat (Nakhon Ratchasima),
a city of 89 261 in central ThaiIançI; and the southern
cities of Hat Ymai (108 389)mnd SongIçhI. (77 916).

Hlstory andI Gvrnment
The sarliest Thais migrated into the northern part of the
coutry f rom southern China~ durn the fi1h to sevienth
cmnturies A.D. Severpi Independent Ikingom emerged,
but by the thlrteenth. century, a unified state, the King-
dom of Sukhothai, predomlnated eatabi1shing the ori-
gine of1 Thallandc. Begf1uing. In the sixteent cenury,
Western sefarrs established contact wit Thailanii

whih ten ainaied relations with the Western
nation nil 1668 when the kingdom closed is bordera
to foreigners. Thailand alone am'ong Boutheast A9sn
countries .scaped colonization.
Thailanii's isolationit policy was eliminated In the early
nineteenttl century and by the. mid-1880s modemn
Western ideas wer. b.ing introducedii mb the country
by the. Thal kings. Un 1932 a peaceful revolution estab-
lstiad the country as a constlttonal monarohy. In
recent years the country lias been governed altemately
by millltary andf civitian leaders.

Tereignin onarch of the Kingdom of Thailand is
KingBhumboiAduIyadj, crowned in 1950. H4 e he


