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ace upon. it, hie makes as inany acquaintances as ne nusay
desire. If hie f aits to observe it, lie is left severeiy alone,for it is taken for granted that hie wishes te live a quiet
Jife undisturbed by visiters and invitations.

I know of noe country whiere the conventions are se
Iew and so sensible as they are iii Ueriaany. If they
are duiy observed, life fiovs more eveniy and more pleas-
a.ntiy than it dees almost anywhere else. One can live
his own life and get time to make of himself what lie
wants to be.

Added to this respect for individuai rights and tastes,
German politeness gives a charm to life. At times it
may seem formai. It is neyer se elegant as the Frencli
variety or s0 graceful and dignified as that of the ltai-
ians, but it la generally miarked by sincerity, aîid it pro-
eeeds fromn thorough kindness of heart.p

No well-eonditjoncd youth would ever think of walk
ing at an older man 's riglit side, but xvould always clîcose
the left, thus showing respect to the other's years, if flot
to lis position. Ail men, except the military, greet oe
another with a mna gnificent bow, ini the course of which
flic hat describes a series of curves. that bring it to its
owner's knee. The officers and soldiers give a very pre-
cise salute, which it is just as weil flot te describe as seeu
in -profile.

We are apt te think that only in the British Empire
does a nian receive thc consideration to which hie is
entitled as a man. But it seeins to me that, while we
boast, the Germans go further iii their practice than ive
do. ihey lîold that another muan may be as good as
tlîemselves, xvhule we in Canada say, like the Amerjeans,
"I1 amn as good as any otler mal. " For this reason we
have become one of the rudcst of peoples, forgetting that
mnutuai courtesy is the sai vation of demiocracy, and that
lie honors himself who pays lionor te hlm whose due it is.

The students, especially those belonging te the Korps,
are strong upholders of the law of poiiteness. Hence
the sword marks that adorn their faces.

Upon the occasion of my debut at the Romanisten-
verein, I remember what deference was paid to the pro-
fessor, a man whose nanie is known vherever Romance
languages, ar~e studied. The whole company arose when
lie entered, and remained standing tili hie was seated.
Nobody ventured te leave the mneeting tili lie had taken
his departure. That was after miduiglît, for lie was
ond cf cigyars, and lie was not averse to wine. When he

did say good-night, there was a repetition of the cere-
mony that had been observed at his arrivai.

The meetings cf the Verein were peculiar, in that
ther was ne programme- nothing but conversation,
which. was net necessarily on matters pertaining te,
Romance languages. Students cf chemlstry and the-
ology have been known te have papers read at their
meetings, but they were a mere preface te conversatien
and refrealiments.

Anyone who, carnies away the impression that Ger-
man students are frivolous, will lie making a grave mis-,
take. On the centrary,, they are more serieus than Cana-
diane, and, taking theni ail in ail, they work harder. A t
the same tume, they have leisure enough reaily te educate
themselves, and te, enjoy the seciety cf their fellews iii
a humaja and rationai fashion. In fact, they seeni te
have learned, like the majerity cf their coxapatriets, the
phiosophy of if e, which theit greatest peet summed up
14 "Tages A.rbeit, Abends ()asti."
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ON WRITING FOR ~fHE VARSITY."
To receive a request te contribute te TiiL \GuiRSIx

nearly twenty years after oneC's lust atteînpt gives oee
a pause. .Lt dees lucre, it sickiies o 'er the native nue et
resolution wîth the pale cut of thouglit. How ligliL
heartedly une attemp Led it in youth! With what a
uîeavy heart one approaches the task in middle age!1 Ah:'
the divine audacity of youth! As carelessly it writes fur
TUiE VARSITY'S columns as il requests contributions for
ils columus!1

Weil, niay an Oid Boy try to give twe hints te young
ones ?-Provided the young eies xviii net take thini-
Net yet a whiie, at ail events: far better the divine audae-
ity cf youth than thc hiaitiîîg diflidence cf age. Whetî
youth ages . . . that is aîîothe r matter.

Two things, one seenîs te learu in tiuîîe, are absolute]y
necessary te any writing whatsoever: ciarity of vision
and clarity cf expression. i(Wiat a platitude tlîat imus
sound te yeuth! What an almost unattainable ideai il
sounds te middle age 1) Unless you have feit keenly the
truth cf what you are goiug te ffay-do net say it; and
unless you can say it se, that your reader siîaii feci it as
keenly as yen-do net say it. And whatever cIse yeu do,
do net aim at'' a style,'' de nef. "put on style'' (" ride it.
temn dicere 'veruiw), quid vetatu""). An artificial style is
always inapt-ike loud clothes. Nevertheless, te sincer-
ity and clarity yeu nuay add any orîlaments yeu like (as
a beautiful woian may dress as richly as slîe pieuses) -
rhythnucai uttcruîîce, weaitli cf allusion, subtlety of hun
mer, lanîbent ireny, dcpth cf pathos, sprightly joeularity,
brilliancy cf phruse- any ernanieuts you like. But, un-
less yeu can see, and unless you can say, ornament is as
sounding brass or a tinling cymbai. -And, alas!1 to sce
requires se mudhl ooking; and te say, cometh net but by
labenieus study. Few attain it, and fewer muintuin it
when attaiTied. As says Robent Louis Stevenson (in a
sentence itself tee laboned), "perfeet sentences are rare
and perfect pages naren" (-a sentence, tee, that aiways
reminds me cf "Peter Piper picked," etc.).

Ail Art, inciuding the litenary, is an appeal froin the
lieart te, the heurt, is an appeal te the emotions. Anis-
totle long ago, taught us this iu lis definitien of the f une-
tien of the drama-a xÉiOapete cf the emetions. Se Hon-
ace: "Si vis me flere, tibi dole'ndum est primum." "Lok
iu thy heurt and write," says Sidney. "They learu in
suffering wliat they teacli in songe' says, Shelley. Se
Mat. Arnold:

" Such, peets, is yeur bride, tlîe Muse!1 Young, gay,
Radiant, adoru 'd outsîde; a hidden ground
0f theught and cf austerity within."

It may be, thougli cf this I arn net yet quite certain,
it may be that depth cf feeling results in beauty and
aptness cf expression; that the beauty is depèndent upun
the depth-as ''matter" and "forni" are, after ail (as
Aristotle, again, shewed) eue and indivisible. Whether
feebie and shaliow conviction ever expresses itseîf deeply
and pewerfully, I doubt-which may solve for us the
problena whether truth or beauty be the more effective
element cf"Art. On this peint Dr. John Beattie Crozien
lias a lumineus passage:-" 'Whether your language...
shall le rich, vanicus, and running over with subtle allu-
siens which shall bring eut iLs flnest shading, giancing
and sparkling froxa it as f romt the facets of a gem; wiil
depend uot on your kuowledge cf words as such, but on
the niclmess, fineness, and complexity cf your sympathies


