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fo tire I ditor

E AR SIR: I read wvith much intcrest an cdi-

tonial in yonrr last issue dealing with the iasf
i onversazione, and would bcg Icave fo eniarge on
a fcw ideas therein expressed. In the first place, 1
agrec wifh the wi-iter thaf the last Conversazione
was irn riany respeéts a failirre. 1 also flrink hce is
rght whcn he says thaf tire fainre w'as duc fo lack
of intercst on tire part of tire stridents, and I endorse
the stafemient that fhc Conversazione iackcd îvhaf
was neccssary f0 coniinnd if f0 the majority of the
professors and stridents, or cisc if corrfained eleinrents
sufficicnfiy distasteful f0 kcep thero away. My
diagnosis of the case agrees w ith the writcr's, but I
will go firrther in the rîatter anrd srrggcsf a remcdy.
Havingl ircen nmore or icss interesfed ini the mriage-
rient of the basf six cntcrfairriîents of this naturre, fo
my mmid, tire last one, did ilot differ in ifs arrange-
iments esserrtially fron any of ifs irrîrnediate prcde-
cessors, but 1 bave rroticcd that, (irrirrg fhat time,
flic niiber of firosc wlro favor tire prescrit arrange-
rîrents lias graciiaily decreased, wiîilc fhosc who take
objection to the saine bave considerabiy incrcased.
So thaf flhc lack of irrferesf this ycar was not sorne-
thing xîhicii had nrcvcr been expericnrced before, but
was so iroficeanle liecanrse if was so extensive. I ani
convinccd that a tirnie bias arr ived in the iistory of
Conversaziones for radical changes in their arrange.
rient. 1 wouid here rnrake a protest againsf fhc at-
fitudr(e of tiiose toxvards tire Conversazione wlio do
not agree with flhc existing sv sfern of affairs. For
exarnple: A ircinber of the A.M.S. lîaving.giveri
notice of mrot ion r' flhc Conversazione, if is irovcd
thaf if bc heId] on a certain dafe ;no objections arc
raised ;the mîotion is passed, and a general com-
rrriffee striick, wiffr fii powers .to acf. This coinu-
rniffce is always repi-eserîtative of cvcry ciass and
coflege in flhc Unriversify and corîscqucntly comnprises
those who agrcc or disagrec wiffi the present arrange-
mntrîs. A meeting of flhc general coinnittec is eaul-

ed, ilmose who agrec attend, those who (lisagrcc ab-
sent theiniscîves; subor-dinate conirnrttees are sfrnck
which are stili represcrîfafive. Now, wbat is the
resurif Those wlro agi-ce do ail fhey cari f0 make
the Corîversazione a success, and if abways is sucb
for that class, hut those who disagrc take no notice
of the niatter and if, by chance, sorne offbhis cîass do
attend, fhey are mot satisfied wifh the evening's en-
ferfainrrenf. Now, I do ot, for one momîent praise
the prescrit system, nor coridemon the judgmenf of
those who flîrd fautri, but 1 cannof admire the
methods faken by those who disagree fo change thre
present sysf cin. They treaf the matter wif b sulent
conteînpt in flic A.M.S., in the meeting of thre gen-
erai corîrmiffec, anrd iii the way of financiai support.

Now, sir, silent contcmnpt inay l)e an admirable
miethod of squelching an opponrent, but it is flot the
way to deai witb an affair which by its sirccess or
failure refleéts cither credit or discredit on cvery
individuai student in the University. Taking it for
granted that there is soroething radicaily wrong wvith
thre present arrangement, 1 would srrggesf thaf a
strong representative coirrrmiittee be appointed bv
the A.M.S. eariy next session, comiposed of those
w ho favor or disapprove of the idea of hav'ing any
Conversazione, thosc xvho agrec or disagre with
the present svstemn, and also those who would favor-
some other enterfaininent such as a dinner, promen-
ade concert, etc. Let this commiftee thoroughiy
thrash the whoie roaffer ont, and affer ail the gricv-
ances have been beard, and ail views ventilated, I
feel safe in saying that satisfactory arrangements
will be adopted, although, if the truth must be toid,
before satisfaëlory arrangements cao be reachcd, the
question which is at the root of the wholc dificuity,
viz :whcther dancing will lie tihe inost proîrrinent
itemi on the programmne for the evcning's entertain-
mnent, must be dcfinitely and l)craiiaentlv settled.
This quest ion cannot he put off any longer, it' rnust
bc fairly andl squarely mnet. Sur cly it is not imnposs-
ible f0 arrange a satisfactory programme for one
evcning's enjnyment, which wili suit ail classes or af
lcast the great mnajority. I have enougli confidence
in the proverbial comruion sense of thc stridents of
(Jouns fu prediét that on the stepping stones of
this vear's dissatisfaëtion anid deficit fhcy wiil risc
f0 better things. My only apology for occupy ing so
iinirch of yonr spacc is, that 1 think the rîratter of a
succcssfui Conversazione is the rnost inmportant (pies-
tion dealing wifh thre ornm student rniversity life
w'hich now disturbs rýeiicétingý mieribers of ornr Aima
Mater.

I)ear Mlr. Jlditmrr:

An editorial in flic iast issue on "The boarding-
bouse systemi" found a lird echo in tire iîearf of
rnany a Qoecn's student. Thinking over the affair
1 have wondercd why the Y.M.C.A. couid nof effeéf-
iraliy deal with this imaffer. Somne fiirne driring the
sommier if prepares a lisf of iroarding houses and
this iisf is handed to Fresinen on arriving in fhe
city. After f rying some of fhese places many a mani
bas 10sf sorte of bis iruplicit confidence in flhc Y. M.
C.A. Why could nof the Y.M.C.A. prepare a list of
houses every one of whicm wonld bie cerfified f0 by
the students living in then dnring fhe previons ses-
sion. Many of the boarding houses very percepfibly
ease Up at the last of the session, coîrnting on new
boarders to take the place of those who leave in dis-
gusf. Such places coîrid and should bie careflly
avoidcd. The above plan is feasibie and wouid by


