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PARIS LETTER,

The Siam aftair is very serious and full of
calamitous consequences, and to be the more
deplored, as the French, like everybody else,
are completely in the dark as to full particulars.
The attitude of England is very plain, very de-
cided, and admits of no misapprel ension ; she
lays down that the integrity of Siam must not
be tonched, and her independence must be up-
held. France asserts, these are also her views ;
then why all the fuss? No one questions the
right of France to demand reparation for
injury intlicted on her subjects and interests,
and to demand satisfaction for all outrage on
her honour. The Siamese ave apparently will-
ng to aceord both to France, enly they demand
that the griefs be coupled to rebutting evi-
dence.  Then, what the demands of France
are vemain still unknown.  Kvory accused, be
he Shan or Siamese, has the right to explain,

The gravest gricf is the matter of *“tho
crossing the har,” at Panham, on the River
Meinham ; onco aver that, there is water deep
enongh to float the biggest ironelad up to Bang-
kok.  Like other Buropsan nations that trade
with “ Venice of the North,” France had the
right, withoat demanding any permission, to
send her naval or trading ships up to the bar ;
but to eross it was requisite to obtain author-
zation froa thy Sivn aatlorities. Did
the commnder of the French gunboats de-
mand that permission ; was it refused, as the
Siamese had a perfect right to do, and in proes-
ence of a refusal, did the gunboats force
passage ? These are points still obscure. Tt
is not quite unnatural that, awarve of the ex-
pedition France was preparing at Saigon to
back up her reclamations against the Siam
Government, that the Iatter refused pormission
to ascend the river. The prudence of their
heing on their guard was a matter for them-
selves.

If Siam declines to accede to the demands
of France, the latter may lay Bangkok in ashes ;
if the Siamese continue hostilities on land and
force France to undertake a formal expedition
that will he costly and besides unpopular, as
the nation desires no war.  Then a blockade of
the Siam coast must he declared ; it is hLere
where the great danger lies, for the Kuropean
powers may not accept such for a lengthened
period. Tt was with difficulty consent to the
China blockade was accepted, when M, Joles
Ferry embarked in hostilities against the Celes-
tial Fwpire. 1t is a pity England has not
heen solicited by France to arrange the quar-
rel between the two antagonists.  For Buro-
puans, who dread the tire extending, two facts
stand out prominently ; England guarantecs
the integrity and the independence of the king-
dom of Siam, and will pursuce henceforth a
more active Indo-Chinese policy.

It is very unfortunate that at this delicate
moment, the relations between France and
England should be of the strained character, in
consequence of the non-return of Lord Dufferin
to his post.  His Lordship has reason to feel
deeply hurt at the ““sct” a certain class of
journals made against him. Thesc journals
represent only the writers and aim to attain
‘*the largest circulation in the world,” but
they not the less wounded Lord Dufferin in his
honour as a private gentleman, and in his
standing as the representative not only of a
great and friendly power, but the ambassador-
ial world at large, that ought to be left seath-
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less and out of the intrigues of the political
camps. Lord Dutferin was sincere in his
friendship to France, and calmed down inter-
national irritations ; no doubt he concluded
there was a limit to even diplomatic patience.
Tke French Government made a blunder, also,
in leaving the French ambassadorial vacancy
at London unoccupied since the departure of
M. Waddington, whose resignation has been a
loss for the two countries. Indeed, many wouold
wigsh to see him return—for the situation is
very grave.

The recent natiomal féte day displayed a
remarkable falling off as compared with that of
former years Indeed, keeping the national
holiday is on the decline, so far as honouring
it by tlags and illuminations are concerncd.
The inhabitants clearly are of opinion that
thesc matters ought to be entrusted to the
state nnd municipalities, while the dancing ne-
conmodation ocught to be provided by the wine
shops,  There can be no doubt as to the ear-
nestness and cordial oration made to the army
at the review, but then the army is the nation
itself. The departure from Paris of citizens
to avoid the Lurly-turly of the big holiday
were fewer than herctofore, evidence that the
causes to disturh their tranquillity have grown
Neither traders, hotel keepers, restaur-
ants nor railway companies made money on tho
oceasion of the late 14th 1 witnessed the ar-
rival of several excursion trains ; instead of
Leing packed they were only half filled.  Sight-

less,

seers could witness the wrecked kiosques on
the Boulevards where the vecent rows took
place ; beyond this, Paris had no other novelty
for visitors.

The general elections display a tithe more
of animation ; caleulations may be disturbed if
the Sianm question deepens in gravity—-no
one could then predict the rcsult. At present,
the struggle will be between the moderate of
all shades, and the advanced of all hues of the
Republican party. As for the Monuarchists,
their minority is discounted in advance, it is a
““ quantité négligable.” By taking up the auti-
clerical cry, and accepting a hook-and-cye con-
nection with the Soclalists, the advanced Re-
publicans will gain many votes, but the verdict
of the urns will be in favour of a majority of
moderate deputies. Aud the latter cannot too
roon enter upon duty. A moritund parliament
is a great danger when waves run high and no
daring pilot is visible.

M. Buloz is the proprictor-editor of the
““ Revue des Deux Mondes.”  This is the old-
est and most grandmotherly of the French Re-
views ; it is published fortnightly, and has the
reputation of being a speeific against insomnia.
A single copy placed under o pillow will induce
the sleepless to slumber ; a collection of the
Review will induee a Rip Van Winkle nap.
M. Buloz is the history of a good man goune
wrong ; he is on the side shady side of forty ;
he loved the ladies over much, and they so
loved his money that he has run through his
vast fortune, and in addition much of bis wife's.
The latter accidentally found one of the heavy
hush-money bills of her hushand, and so dis-
covered all ; she at once applied for a separa-
tion and has obtained it. The Review is an
Orleanist periodical of the purest type, and
Madame Buloz had a salon, sacred to Acade-
micians and Royalists, but which has now put
up the ha‘chment Tt was the father of the
present proprietor who founded the Review by
miracles of privations and hard work ; it mace
many men famous, for it had all the literary
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