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Iru poefry we have some fliaf is very g ood, and some that is exceeding
bad. In fliese days nearly every senfimontalist wrifes verse ; and ie not

alone writes poor verse, but ho gives himself airs, adopting fthe affectations

alld tho attitudes of some gymnasf writers of thxe modern scliool. About a

tlieusand silly young mca in this country repoat flic following, liuo fi
they grow drunken and inspired :

"An' lis hecart grew sad, fIat was glad, for his sweet song's sake,"
and, inspired, they go away and endeavour te write in flic samne strain.

et in this cafegory is Mr. Charles G. D. Roberts. lis note is original,

V'irile, and xnanly. His range is wide, and lis work fulIl of sensuous-

11088 and colour, and fixe mnusic of happy as wcil as skilful word

arrangemenit. Dr. Mulvany is iaster of a rapid, nervous, passion-

8afe nlote. Charles lleavyscdgc wvas a truc, and, in somie senses, a re-if

Peet. His Il Saul " wîll always hdld a place in Etxglish soxxg. JTohn
Ilutiter-Dtivar sings upron a sweet, antique instrument, and gives us mauch

delicieus verse, quaint and full of flic flaveur of the olden timie. Miss

Rate Seymour Maclean sings a note wif h the truc ring and feeling, and
5irce fixe publication of "lThe Coming of the Princess " shows distinct

evideuice of advance. Mr. John Reade has doue soine highiy cuit ured
Weork, threughi whicli we often liear the voice of a very sweet singer. The

litmgtbe enlarged by flic namnes of Mr. Evan McColl, Miss Mount-
C11tle, Mr. Barry Straffon, Mr. Ramsay, Mrs. H. K Cockin, and several

thers, in ail of which one will find seme verse that is geod, and in semne,
Work that is f requently excellent. Mr. S. Dawson's IlStudy of flic Prin-

OC8s," in iiterary crificism, stands feremost for ifs discrimination, insightf

and finish.
In science we have very promineut namnes and censpicuous work. Tîxe

1auxes of Sir William Logan and Prof. Wilson are known far and near,

s axId Dr. Dawson bas mauch more fli a Canladian reputation. Thon wc
have sucli naines as Prof. Bailey, Prof. l-lind, and Prof. Macouin, ail

"idustriousîy axxd skilfully garnering and puffing te fixe general. stock of

1Ixglish liferature. J. E. COLLINS,

TORONTO.

TxmIFOîuTS in fhixnatter of city-planning hxave en.joycd advanfages on this
Continenxt. Tlicy have found home, on many occasions, a clearer field for

4 their experiments flian eisewlierc. In flic United States, Philadeilphia,
Woshxxgtoxn, and otixer places have been laid out from flchegm"nnxng iu
nCerdance wifh idealistic scixemes. For systematie regularity, theso cities
Weould xnvet wifh flic approval of Sir Thomnas More himself. In a ufili-

faea 11 poin~t of view, flic resuits have been sufflciently safisfactory.
13ostou and seine of flic other eider fowns of flic Union camne info being
casually, as if were, and spread aftorwards in a cramped, circuînscrilicd
sort Of way, seincwliat affer ftho nanuer of fixe old walled tewns across the

* Afiantie, and their lafor inhabifants have becu put te imach trouble and
ejxPo1150 in overcoming consequent inconvenieuces, from seime of xvhich fhey

arle 'lot extirely fmced te this day.

11, Canada flicre have been experionces ef a similar character. Through
fhe ircumsfances of their original dovelepment, Quebec and Montreal, and
Leen Kingston, are ail more or less afFected in the direction and dimensions
of their streef s, and asscssmnenfs for flie neodf ul sfraiglxtenings and eniarge-

nllonts hxave beeii lieavy. Our modemn Winnipegs, Brandons, Regiuas, and
other bîrghs thaf arc f0 bc hereaf ter in our great Northi- West, wili, doubt-

4le8g, Profit by their acquainfance witliflic pasf of their eider civic sisters,
0'11d bc saved from soeral public inceuveniences in the future.

ph lappiiy fer Toronto, flic fown was frem flic very flrst laid eut, like
.hiladeiphia and Washington, in accordance with the theeries of fixe ideal-
i8se and if lias had scarcely auythiug te correct in its general grouxmd-plan,
'*hicli was simply that of a parallelegram divided iuf o parts by straiglit
8freefs, geucrally sixfy-six foot in widfh, running east and wost, traversed
bY Straiglit stroofs of about flic saine widtx, runuing north and soufli. Ifs

Site, a widoly-extended, geutly.sloping plain, admitfed of this; and from

flic tiîne of ifs first projection in 1793, omi a very medest scale, liard by flic

oliflef of flic River Don, te flic present, wlicu, flirougli a populeus suburb
"Ia park, flic gift of a privafe citizen, ifs berders ahl but fouci flic

][taraber, some six miles wesfward of tlie sfartiug-peint, flic germ-idea of

tho place lias nef been maferially departed from. One thorouglifare, norfli
and soufli, was sfaked eut ou flic Toront o plain, some years ago, of fthe

eeceptional widf h of 132 foot, but grave persons of flic period sliook their

heads and pronou.iced flic notion extravagant, and even visieuary. If lias

coine to pass, nevcrfheless, fliat this flioreuglifare is a reality, and ifs
wvidtli is net considered now as being anything especially ouf of flic way
for a Street which seoms likeiy te be in flic future flic axis of Toronto, ifs

* dividiug line infe east and west.

Unfavourable to the picturesque as is the parallelograin arrangement

of streets in theory, in practicc a good deal of impressiveness off en resuits
therefrom, and even beauty, so long as the roadways are wide, and the

building-lots continue to be spacious. Fine vistas are secured, and, in

certain localities, the array of comfortablo residences ceming ini quick suc-

cession on both sides, is a sight quite pleasant to sec. The freca currents of

pure air, f00, which this arrangemient permits, and the facilities which if

affords for a good system of sewcrs, are points in its favour.
Their city plannied froin the bcginning on ideal lines, the inhabitants, as

their riches have increased, have shown fhemselves well-inclined to give some

play to the ideal in their practice in several respects. Thoir churches, for

exampie, have becomne very numerous, and quite, sumptuotis. From sovoral

points of view, the sky-line is agreeably varied by the spires, towers, gables,
furrets and pinnacles appertaining to these, while bclow the buildings fhcm-

selves are mnosf of themn good speciimens of style and substantial. masonry,

with extensive grounds surrounding themi in several instances, fastefuilly

planted and carefully kept ; the church itself consisting not merely of a

solitary temple, as formerly, but of a ci aster of apartments or halls, all of

theai rendercd necessary by the exigencies of the revived churcli-life

every whcre in these days-school s, lecture- rooms, class-rooms, and libraries,

to say nofhing of appliances in somne of them for the more convenicnt
furniishing forth of acceptable inundane refreshments te large social gather-

ings on festive occasions.
Again, from the extraordinary multiplication of very beautiful rosi-

dcnces on evcry side, round and in the town, if is evident that a high ideal

of a refined domestic life is prescrit te the nxinds of a greaf number of the

well-f o-do ameng the inhabitants. But a tendency to the ideal in another

direction has, of late years particularly, asserted itseif, in the doliberafe

pulling down of barriers and throwing open to the public view flie groves

and other ornaiixenfal surroundings of private residences. A laudable
desire is thus shown to come near f0 the condition of a perfect community,

wlierein moral defences suffice for the protection of property, and implicit

confidence is put in the civilify and good will of neighbours and the public
at large. To plan hoeuses and lay ouf grounds frein flie very first so as te

conforin fo thc new practice, is now, as a matter of fact, quite common.

AIL this is chcering as evidence of social progress. If likewise contributes

f0 the general good appearance of the town. Already a certain noble air
of spaciousness has licou given to several thorouglifares and to the grouuds
bordering on them, an efThcf proinofed also by tho modern fashion of boule-
varding-.

Thon again, stroîl round and inspecf the educafional institutions of the

place, fromn tkc Universifies and Departrnual Establishment downward,
and sec how nxany things there arc in their infernal and external arrange-
mients anxd their respective environmients, which more than come up fo the

iniaginings and hopes of the old speculative writers on such subjeets.
Or let fie Benevolent Institutions be visited, fthe hospitals, asylums,

refuges, homnes for young and old, and let the general roominess and plea-
santness of each bie noted, or go to the fields set apart for afliletic sports
and gaines, to the parks, the grounds allottcd to Industrial Exhibition pur-
poses, or for flie encouragement of horticulture; or drop in on a sunny

day-and fliere are a greaf many sucli in this region ail fhe ycar round-
af fhe banks, af flixe places of business of the wholesale mercliauts, af fthe

offices of fixe large law flrms, fit the chambers of the judges at Osgoode
Hall, or at the great printing houses. Is there net a briglit, airy, idoal
aspect about tlxem ail, as seen af flic presemif hour in thoir comparative
newuess ? Are tixero xnany places where the multiformi affairs of mon are
carried on uîxder conditionîs more favourable, ou flie whole, te liappiuess,
health, and lenigfh of days ?

The exceptions to fthe rule whicli will occur, are temporary, and fhcy
are engaging fthe attention of thie proper persons. Tlxroe court houses on
different sites have been seen iu Toronto during ifs brief history, f wo of
fliem abandoned, and the third about to be abandoned, not on account of

decay, but fromn having becoxne ill-adapfed te fixe wanfs of a rapidly grow-
ing conmunify. A fourtli is to follow imumediately, of dimensionîs and

capacity suif ed te the city and county. In like manner af leasf tliree sets
of parliamontary buildings have been seen here, aise on differeuf sites.
Before many years have passcd away, a fourth set, worfhy of fthc Province,
will graco Toront o. il. S.

LORD LoRNE's IlCanadian Pictures, Peu and Peucil," bas just been
issued in bondon. If is non-polifical, and gives a glowing acceunt of the
resources of Canada. The writer, in inviting emigratien to Canada, waxes
enthusiastie over the democratie institutions of the Dominion. "Cana-
dians," lie says, Ilknow fliat ne political agitation, however successful,
could eniarge their freodom, and fliero is nothing te disturli their perfect
peace and satisfaction."
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