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SKETcHEs of the foilowiug Prosoineut U'anadians have aiready appeared iu THE~ WEEK:
Hon. Oliver Mowat, Dr. Daniel Wilson, P'rincipal Grant, Sir John A. NMacdoid,Ký. C. B.,
Louis Honoré Frèchette, LLhDI., Sir J. William Daw-son, Sir Aiex-ander Campbell,

KC .GHon 1 . 'William. Stev,,n4 Fielding, flon. Alexander Mackmenzie, Sir Sanuel

Leonard Tiiley, C. B., KC .,Alexander MeLachlan, Hon. J. A. Chapleau, Sir
Richard Cartwright, K.C.M.G., Sanford Fleming, C.E., LL.D., C.Ml.G., Hon. H. G.

Joiy, Hon. P. J. 0. Chiauveau, Sir Win. Bueil Richards, Hon. Wilfrid Laurier, M.P.'

Hon. Honoré Mercier, Q.C., Iton. William Macdougali, C.B., and llev. Principal Mac-

Vicar, DI)., LII.D1.

PItOFESSOII CHIARLES G. D. ROnERTS, 31A.

ON January lOth, 1860, in the little village of Douglas, York County. N.B.,
occurred an event rich witb importance to nur nising Canadian literature.
The event was the birth ni Mn. Charles G. D). iRoberts. wbo, duning the
last eight yeare, bas justly won fnn hinîseli, botb at home and abroad the
position of one ni oun ablest littérateurs. White hie was stili an infant, bis
father went to Westcnck, N.B, where our poot dwelt until his iourteenth
year, drinking deep draughts ni inspiration fmom the exquisite scenery about
this place. Hie, bnwever, had not to depend entirely upon nature for bis
song. Already thre truc pnet.liie was thrnhbing iii bis veins. lis mntber,
a daughter ni the late Judge Blise, was connected with a race ni pnets and
thinkers ; among others, Ainerica's great son, Emnerson. lis fathser, ton,
son ni George Roberts, Ph.D., late Profe-,sor ni Classice in the University
oi New Brunswick, was ni a lineofn scholars, and tiiseif able to write
strong, sweet verse, altbougbi neglecting the musc for the bigber duties of
the Gospel ni Love. It is to hîim that our poot can tumn tender, grateini,
eyes for every new glory bris peu may wiu Juiin. Leit, at Westcock, witb-
out the usual opportunities nf receiving a bigher education, bis father wns
ever watchiul of bis mental training ; and, iii tbe press ni bris labour iii a
large pariblh managed to find timne to introduce bis son to the ciassios and
the French language, together, nf course, with the nrdiuary rnund ni a
young lad's studies. That the youtb was exceedingly precocious, snay be in-
ferred from the inct, that, at this tisce, Milton was bis favourite poet. ile
had ail a bny's fondniess for romance, and, beinne inurteesi, lbnd ievoured
whole libraries ni stnry books.

These wene balmy days. The broad stretcb ni Tanitramnajr marches, on
the edge ni which Wekîtcock was situated, gave snany a pleasant opiate
draught, filling the soul witli dreanis not yet understood, but long after to
spring into nealities iii sucb poweriul verse as Il Au Ode to l)rowsiliood,"
or Il Lotos." The youthful eyes wvnuld often turu to the distant " strong
bMils propping Up heaven, made fast in their place for ail time," and recoivo
rare gleama ni the sublime. In after years, it was iu these bilis lie saw

uno change." Westcock bad few cortipanions for the youngl dreamer, and
tuuch of hie time wns spent alone witb nsature, ishinsg in tiie gentle brooks,
gathering bernies on the hiliside, or dmow8isîg, away tire suinner afteýrunons
beneatb the spreadiug trocs. He vieil knew bis indebtedness to this
glorious scenory, arsd ably singe it in IlThe Tantramar Revisited,," the last
linos ni wbich beautifully express the dread ai have when revisiting the
scenes ni youth lest the beauty ho iii thseir ons imsaginations

"Yet wili I stay my steps, asnd not go (iows to the marsh-iands,
Muse- assd recali far off, rather reinenîher than see,
Lest on too cloýe sighit 1 miss tise darlissg illusion,
Spy at tiseir task evesi here tise hiands of chasnce and of change."

lu bis iourteenth yoar, bis father was appointed rector ni Fredericton,
and moved there with hie iamily. The lad et, once entered the Coîhegiate
Schooi, where hie proved, by winning the Douglas modal in Latin and
Greek, that hie early teacher at Westcock had given hîim a remarkably
gond grouud-work. White at scoo, the discerning eye ni the bond- master,
Mr. Parkin, already noticod sparks ni genius in bis pupil, and took great
pains to stimulate him in bis search for knowledge. For this cane, hoe bias
alwaye been most grateful, and tenderly mentions bis tencher in bis
IlEpisthe to Bliss Carmen " as Il that wise master." Leaving school hie
entered coliege in 1876, and rau a very succeseful course, winning the
classical scbolarsbip and thse gold medal for a Latin Essay, graduating in
1879 with Honours in Mental and Moral Science and Political Economy.
During bis coihege dnys, wite preparing for the battie ni lufe, hoe was tnt
forgetiul ni the muse, and from time to time produced most prnmising
poeme, one indeod, "Memnon," whichî, at the early age nf seventeen, hoe
succeeded iii getting into ,Scribner, being n masterpiece, hoth ni art and
tbought. White at coihege, ton, that classic gern, IlAriadne," not yot sur-
passed by himeh, was writton.

Iu the year ni bis graduation, hoe took charge ni the Grammar Sobool
at Chatham, N.B., Idhy the tide-vexed river-the bnoad, sbip-Inden Mina-
michi." Here amid the rush ni sebool work hoe eagerly toiled to complote
hie firet volume ni verse, lu 1580-mn hie tweîîtieth yoar-" Orion, and
other Poems"' appeared, and the brPy-poot at once ieaped to n ioreinost posi-
tion in arte poetica in Canada. Perbaps Canadiens bave beesi much slower
to recognize this than they shouid have been ; but able critios and poots
both in Engiand and America, on the appoanance ni bis volume, recognized
bis power.

Iu this same yoar, the wish ni bis Il Lovo Days " was realized, and hoe
was united in niarniage to Mary Isabel, daughter ni George E. Fenety,
Q ueen's printer, Fredericton. One bias but to turu to hie aiter-verse to
see what bappinees this early marriage hnd in store for him. In the foi-
iowing year hoe recoived the degree ni M. A., and was ebortly aiter nppointed
Head-Master ni York Street School, Fredericton. This muet have been
a great source ni poetic joy to him. Notbing can be isnagined more beau-
tiful and inepiring than the nestling htl iy ieQenn h nt
Even the Yantramar scenrery pales before it. The long, slow river dragging

itself towards the far-nif ocean ; the shady canne-haunted retreats of
the Nash-waak, and the Nash-waak-sis on the opposite side of the river ;
the beautiful upland walks; the willow-shaded streets, ail make it the
pleasanitest of summer cities. libre, too, the Gothic Cathedral could
always ûl the imagination witli medieval scenes, and the gem-church-
Little St. qn' igt(uiet the soul witb ho]y calui.

Soon aftîer bis retnrn to Fredericton hie was called to Toronto to take
charge of THE WTEEK, but retained this position for only a short time. 11n
1884 hie returrned to Fredericton, where hoe worked at letters until appointedl
to the Chair of Modern Literature in King's College, Windsor, N.S., where
lie stili labours, lu 18,S7 bis second volumen of verse, Il Iu Divers Tones,"
was publislied in hoth Boston and Monitreal, showing, that, although the
battie of life had to bie fought, bis muse during the seven years since the
first volume appearedl vas flot altogether sulent.

ProYfes.sor Roberts is a tbor-oughi child of nature, passionately fond Of
out-door sports, and a strong, well-trained atijiete. The bircli canoe la
been the grearest reecreation from tired study-hours and the worries of the
world. The Miramichi and the St. John have both been welI voy aed
over by bis ligbt tlèiecite. No more deterrmined arm or daring ever
brougbt a dancing birch dnwn a wild cat rapid or through a boisterous ses-
Any on(, nay feed safe in a canoe as long as his certain hand aud dexterous
wrist have chargec nf the steru paddle. ibis pasKtiiue has been a source Of
inspiration to bini, and bis lé Iirch and Paddle '' bas a heart-ring about it
that tells of vivid experiences.

Neither of bis volumes cati be read without impressing the reader with
bis tborough knowledge nf the pnetic art and the careful study hie must
bave oiveri to soin(, of the miasters, but lie possesses sncb a strony individu,
ality that we neyer feel like accusing Iiimi of following an y ton closelY»
Milton, bis early love, bias been of no sligbt aid in determin inc his bent.
InuI "The Marvellous Wor.k," we have a piece of verse of i itome strength
wîth Enuersoniani breadth of tbought :--

"RHis
The imspulse and tise quiclkening gerni, wherGby
Ail thingi strive tipvtird reach toxvari greater good
Tilli craviss4 brute, su frnse<l %ith soul grows muan,
Ansd mari tori,; line ward , yearuîssig Ihackç to Gxod."

Keats bias, perbaps, left bis iimpress ou bis classical verse, and some of bis
dreainier poeins, white Il the wild childbeart of Shelley " hias helped hinm t
sec nature with a rhytbosic gladness that (>nly true poots can know. S0 03,
late critics point ont reseiniances in bis work to other poets. Evea wbOfl
mneaning pra ise ratier thani blame, this mietbod of criticism is dangeroUS, s'
the general reader, iii this age, is apt to say at once, Il plagiarist. One 0
these critics bas said that bis liue Il Waist deep in dusty blossomed graS
is distinctly Teninysonia,.n. ht may be so !but it is as distinctly bis Own.
He is the podjt of ohb-jective ruality. Every liue is froîn some scene that bBo
occurred in bis own life, and this merely pictures naturally some incide11
ni tie past. It seemus almost ton realistie, hie simply was Il Waist-deep in
dusty-blossomed grass," and required uno hl1p to say it. H{e bias learfned
from al], but bias copied noue. lie is at bis best wlieu depîcting naturel
and gx'eos us miany rare treats for winter hours and the dust of the citY'

Il redericton iu May Timie," dé lu the Aftemuooni," etc., are as daiflty
vignettes as could be culled imom nature. Occasionally hoe bas a line 0f
surpas.siug strength that carnies a great deal more to the reader than is sid,
as iii "lThe Sower

'Aone lie treads the giebe. his ineasured stride
Diiiib ini the yieiding soil."

Tbis vividly catis to mind Millet's great picture, "dThe potato

Hiarvest." The linoes nf the weary bodies, the groat brown fid are ill
that stnike the eye, but what a tale tbey tell nf labour and hardsbip)'0
bere, littie is said, but how vividly we sec the weary sower toiling 5J00

0 '
homny banded, castin g the seed from side to side, bis tired limibs pressil1

the ewlyplnuhedfield, happy in bis work ; for though unconscioUY
May ho

"Godlike, lie mnakes provision for mnatssind."

"Afloat," "lNocturne " and many others are rare miodeis ni ryLlbmicaî Olt'
pression, "lAflat " being one flond ni sad sweet miusic tbat mnust carry sa

readcrs8 along on its hulling current. One ni Professor Roberts' tOgo
inspirations is hi8 Canadian patnintism and undying hrope that we shahl 010
day sec fit " to front the world alonie." Hie bias written several stirîfl%
poeins giving passionate expression to this hope. bt

White bis poems bave such loi ty monitw, they have also defeotS, hi5

inrtuuately, these are noarly ait l "tho defects ni his qualities. P One of bi

gravest is tire frequont use ni doublo-opithets and cnnsoed words.f3
apt to bo a fault ni genius; Milton and Shakespeare both erred in ti

respect iii their early pnems, and Coleridge said the reviewers justly blaine'
bis tentative volume for the samne inuit. Strong imaginations, ifi the liUo

ni youth, are incliiucd to think ordinary language weak for their crOo~
and to create words for themselves. This fault is Most conspicunus ble)Io
eaniy verse, and in the next volume it will probahly tnt lie oicse
Another erron is due to, bis love ni being realistic. ln the Id pottnIIar..ý
hie leaves notbing to bo imngined, in "lTantramar Rovisited" the deser'p'
tien of tho shore Inden witb ropes, nets, blocks, etc., becomes toone~
n catalogue, but perhaps, if it were in ilomer, we sbnuld say: 1
sublimely truthini. " This fauit obtnudes iteli in the exquisite lYrle tell
Notre Dame," more than in any other pnomn. The heart that passion'dl1
cried : "And oh, My swoet, how swift we went adrift 1 " woul ba»rOI

have cnluiy thnugbt nut the many rare beauties oi bis lady love. Br~ep

would descnibe the verse that pictures the beauty of Eloiso as iancY? i o
than imagination. Id Fancy paints," lio says, Il but is silent in the Pres. o

o yetpassion an cin"Tepicture ia eybeautiful onebut 'nIgrt aniato. '[oiaveyne
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