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IT seems ta us that the rnajority at the Board of T'rade mieeting the
other day made a mistake in refusing toa djourn the discussion of Commer-
cial Union. It is not a vole for or against tlîat is wantcd, s0 îîuuclî as a
f ree and exhaustive discussion of tîte wholc suljcct by men capable of

farming a correct judgrnent. Th(e general public look ta such a body as the
Board of Trade for guidance in forming tlîeir opinion oni these questions;
and it is a disappointment ta sec a discussion cnt short whcn only one aide
lias been lîcard, and a decision rendered l'y feeling rather than reason. W'e
are not in favour of Commercial Union, as aur readers know :we believe
tluat several insuperable obstacles ta its adoption cxist, and thuat muany
seriaus objections may bie urgcd against it. Nevertlîeless, we should like
ta lîcar cveî-y word that cani lic said in its favour. Sucli argumirents are the
very bcst nieans of rectifying and fortifyiug one's own belief, if tluat is true
and if not truc, anc were better witlîout it. In coinumon fairness, appar.
tunity for the fullest discussioin i due to tli, adv ocates of Coummercial
Union, whîose argument carinot at ail events lue disposed of by a vote :the
result of attenupting that will lie that the~ discussion will go on informally
and uîîsatisfactorily till the Board of Tuade again takes it up, and flnally
disposes of it, by square]y facing every point at issue in a manner it doca
nat seein inclinied ta do îiow.

WmE cannot affect to feel much regret at the mobbing of Mr. O'Brien.
Iiuffianly conduet ha always ta be deplored ; but the agitator himacîf set
the example of rufrianly conduet ta bis a8sailants when lie proclaimed bis
intention ta luont the Governor-Gencral f rom onc end of Canada ta the
other. lie w&uld not have donc that in the way lie bimacif was hunted
about the streets of Toronto ; but was this metliod legs man]y than the
wilf ul lies and alanders that lie, knowing tlîem ta be so, praposed ta use?î
Mr. O'Brien is anc of tliose men thiat cari feel lia insuît legs materjal than
a knock-downu blow, and we cannot regret that lie lias received anc. We
do not for a moment 'excuse bis assailants ; but, wluile coridcmning the
instrunment, we cannot but regard the punislumient as wcll-deserved. And,
inoreover, it will serve the useful purpase, we think, ta exbibit the real
feeling of the great mass of aur people abut this Irishi agitation as nothing
ciseceati. Mr. O'Brien was allowed ta lecture quietly in Montreal ; the
people in genieral simply ignored him, Ieaving him in the hiands of the
Insuil ;. not a single man of any prominence attendcd his meetings, or in
any way cou.ntenanced, his errand ; the Press, with the exception of a rabid
Irish organ, condem-ned it ; and yct, because bis atteînpted mischief-mak-
iîig was thus tolerated-and to4eration, not approval, was the utmost
accarded Iiiu--he hiad the effrontery ta telegrapli ta bis fnienda liere
that IlQucbec i solid." Similarly, Ontario would have been reportcd as
Ilsolid " too,, if the Loyalist meeting in Queen's Park liad flot been lield.
Now,. it is of the, utmost importance tliat the truc feeling in Canada about
this agitation bu-siness sliould ho known in England ; and that is the great
service that wil have been donc hi' the L-yalist meeting, whosc meaning,
thougli clear euîougb ta people bore, mniglut not ho so abroad without thuis.
rough " send-aff " by way of emnplasis that Mr, O'Brien reccived. In the
ridiculous story thue agitator ha since telling about the country as ta the
attack on him Ilorganised by Lord Lnsdowne'ïi friends, aluuost under Lord
Lansdowne's window," we have a specimen of the intolerable lies that
would have filled out bis acco&unt of bis reception in Toronto, if this hacl
not heen accompanied by some unmhstakahle counuter-dem onstration. But
the brickliats thuat flcw about bis head dhssipatcd luis laist chance of making
out Onutario as well as Quehec ta he Ilsolid " for luim. It is depiorahle, on
abstract prînciîlea, that Mr. O'Brien was go niolested ; even the warst,
malefactar ouglit ta ho safe in aur streets from iol law; but yet, n can-
iot lielp bcing swayed by feeling, which manifcstly lias run very strong
agahnst this cowardly and immoral enterprise. Thie assailants of Mr.
O'Brien, however, were not tha people of Toronto ; it ha absurd ta charge
againat aIl the inluabitants of a city of a hundred and twenty thuousand,
the fault of a few dozen disordeily men wlio, for a few minutes, gat,
lieyond thue control of the few police that liapperued ta be on the spot,
And when a man ha every day of bis life breakhng the law, lie cannot ie,
surprised if, naw and then, a stone or twa Of the walI lue is engiaged trying

[MÂky 26thi, 1887.

to pull down should fali on bis own head. Mr. O'Brien passes lus life in
inciting mnobs to disobey the law ; lîow cani lie complain whien lie catches a,
whiff of the whirlwind he la tryilg to raise ?

AT Kingston, also, Mr. O'Brien has received rougli treatment; which is
regrettable, but flot surprising. If lie persists in flinging himself ainong us,
as a firebrand among inflammable tow, the natural consequenees miust
ensue-it looks, indeed, as if lie were designiedly courting these conse-
quences. Unquestionably bis errand to Canada was to raise a distinrbance:
he knew enougli of Kingston when lie arriveci there to dub it the IlDerry
of Canada ; " and it is hiardly likely tîjat when lie started from Jreland lie
was so ignorant of Canadian opinion as ta suppose that we wcre ail Par-
nellites. Hec must have intended to set our people by the cars. Dis
crrand, no doubt, is a sequel to the rcvolutionary propaganda begun by
Mr. Gladstone, whc.n, himst-lf having surrendered to the Irish Jacobins, lie
went on to set class against class, nationality againat nationality, in order
to carry luis unhappy Home Rule proposais. With those proposais lie drove
a wvedge into the fabrie of the Empire wherever the English, Scotch, and
Irish dwell together; and now by bis counitenance lie sanctions the widen-
ing of the rift wheraver possible by any means the Parnellites choose ta
employ. Mr. O'Brien is a delegate fromn Messrs. Gladstone and Parneil,
invited here by aur legislative demagogues to disturb the peace of Canada.
His crrand was avowedly ta raise the country against the Governor-General;
and unless lie is a vcry simple man lie inust have foreseen that bis
design would be opposed, and perliaps violently opposed, by every ouî',- witli
the least songe of fair-play and decency. Why did not the Governînent,
anticipating this, save Canada from being turned into a battle-ground of
Irish factions? Why should loyal Canadians be oflènded by the slanderous
talk of this mnerccnary agitator i The only cvil that now affliets Ireland is
caused by sucli agitators as he; it is too bad that the dissension it is their

trade to saw and foster in Ireland should be transplanted to Canada. The
right of free speech among respectable citizens muitst be kept sacred ; but
we need not allow the Il victima " of Kingston Gaol or St. Vincent de Paul
to go about the country preaching robbery, treason, and miurder:-

TuiE counsel for the plaintiffin Brenon vs. Ridgeway (the IlBlack Pami-
phlet Case," in which a London jury awarded a past Fenian £500 damnageS
againat a London publisher), in addressing the jury, asked them "lujot to
give any one an excuse for shrinking fromn a public investi gation, but to
show the world that an Irialiman when wronged could appeal to a B3ritish

jury, and plead flot in vain." The jury found a verdict for the plaintiff,
witli lieavy damages ; yet Mr. Parnell abrinka from the ordeal, and allOW8

.judgînent against him to go by defauit.

A LETTER in Tite Times gives a very cîcar exposition of the meaning
of Amnerican "' sympathy " for the Irishi cause, an exposition whicb, with
some change of circumnatance, is equally applicable to the Ilsyrnpathy " Of
our own Local Legislatures and Parliament. Tlie writer, remarking On1
the announced intention of Governor 1H1ll, of New York, ta preside over 1
meeting called Ilta proteat in that State of tlie Amnerican Union, against
the passage by the British Parliament of a bill for reinforeing law an d
order in anc of the constituent parts of the United Kingdorn," asks, flot
wliat business Governor 1Hil1 bias to do this, for nobody knows better than
Governor 1H11l that hie lias fia business to do it ; but, Why doos Goveror

lli do this thing lie lias fia business to doi The answcr la becausc'
Cishould the Democratic National Convention of next yvar decide not to
renominate Clevela»d for the Presidcncy, it is quite i an the carda' t0i9t
Governor 1Hil1 may he selected as the Democratic candidate for th'
Presidency in 1888, just as Governor Cleveland was in 1881, in order tO

carry New York. That New York State cannot be carried by any DeIio-
cratio candidate in 1888 witliout the Irishi vote in the two great citleS
of New York and Brooklyn is just as certain as that witliout the
electoral vote of New York no Democratic candidate cani be ruade

President. It was the defection of the Irish vote in those cities wvhich
brauglit Governor Cleveland in 1884 within an ace of defeat,' GoverloV
(Jleveland's course as Governor liaving convinced the Irishî leaders that hoe
is at lieart hostile to the Irish intercasts an grounds bath of race and
Of religion. Gavernor ll will oither be the Democràtic candidate for the

Presidency next year, or he will ha lield responsible hy luis party for the
loas of the election if the electoral vote of New York goca againat the
Democratic candidate." These, gays the correspondent of The Timies, are
the facta. In the liglit of these facts Mr. Glad4tone or Judeu8 Apella wnay
believe that Governor llI presiidosj over Irishi meetings to show hîs
disapproval. of British Legislation about Britishi affaira. But no groW.0

mnan in Americi does him the injustice ta guppose tluis; and nia gro w1


