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the power to do much more. H1e is being egged on by Mr. John Morley,
who shows lis conception of bis illustrious friend's character by heaping
flattery upon him without measure. Mr. Morley bas himself, by assiduously
fostering rebellion, earned fromn Mr. Parnell a well-merited certificate of
unswervingy fidelity to the cause of dismemberment and of the sworn
enemies of lis country. The Irishi question, it seems, can well be
settled only by that great statesman Ilwliose if e has been devoted to
Ireland," thougli lie lias barely set foot in the country, and in whosc
failures at home and abroad, including tlie failure of lis Irishi land settie-
ment, the country s 110w we1terinz. Mr. Morley wisely urges that the
tbing should be done at once, and before tlie nation lias had tiine to refleet,
or been distinctly consulted on the issue. To those wlio know the game
and the players, it is painfully apparent tliat tbe life of the nation is
being made the sport of seltisli and bypocritical ambition.

At Liverpool, on the 9.6th Octoher, 1881, Mr. Gladstone mnade a speech
setting forth lis Irish pulicy, of wliich a summary will be found in the
Annual 1?e9i8ter. He proclaimed that thie real aim of bis policy was tlic
vindication of truc liberty. H1e declared tlie assertion that Mr. Parnell
commanded the support of a large majority of the people of Jreland to bc
a gross calumny. He admitted that there was in tliàt country an organized
attempt to override the free will and judgînient of the Irishi nation ; and lic
averred that the question for the minority to decide was whetlier Ireland
sliould be governed under laws made by a regularly cliosen Parliainent, or
under laws known to nobody, wrîtten nowliere, and enforced by an illegal,
arbitrary, and self-appointed association. 11e denounced the No Rent
doctrine as sheer rapine, tlirougli which the malcontents wislied to mardi. to
the dismemberment and disintegration of the Empire. Witli what facility
do this great man's convictions and impressions adapt tliemselves to the
shifting phases of bis Parliamentary career !

It is on the gallant bearing and the perilous situation of the Irish
Loyalists that the eyes of ail who care for the honour of Great Britain
must at present be most anxiously fixed. England, like otber nations, lias
suffered lier calamities and defeats ; but she bias neot been untrue to friends
or to any wlio were entitled to lier protection. Tie only blot of that kind
on lier escutcheon bitherto lias been tlie desertion of the Catalans, tic work
of the infamous Bolingbroke. But wliat were the dlaims of tie Catalans
on bier lionour compared witli those of the Irish Loyalists 1 Yet there is
ground for misgiving; for is it inere empty brag when one of Mr. Par-
nell's satellites exults in tlie prospect of seeing the Queen's troopa used
to coerce the Irish Unionista into submission to a rebel government;
thougli tlie mistress of those troops, if slie bas any Royalty in hier beart,
rather than send tliem on sucli an errand would descend from a dislionoured
throne. Tt is not t6 the voice of national bonour that Mr. Gladstone's
peculiar temperament most promptly responds; nor does tbe opinion of
himself, whicli a position like bis naturally generates, leave mucli rooni for
the dlaims of those who liappen to stand in tlie way of bis scicînes. As a
Ritualist, lie probably dues flot love Irisli Protestantisin, wbile Mr. John
Morley bas sliown bis feelings towards it as an Agnostic.

If we may judge hy the tone of the Press, the national spirit seemis at
lengtli to be awakening. It must be sleeping tlie sleep of deatli if it does
not awaken wlien, over a large part of the national territory, the Govern-
ment of the nation is superseded by the lawless tyranny of an anti-national
association, andl loyal citizens are being daily punislied in person and
estate for no off ence but tbat of obedience to the law. A few montlis of
fortitude and patience sucli as are supposed to bc not allen te British
cliaracter, a sing-le effort of unanimous patriotism, would break the back of
a rebellion whici lias no military force, nor any political force except wbat
it gains by combinîng with revolution the promise of agrarian plunder.
But the apatliy and pusillanimity whicli say IlLet Ireland go, s0 long as
she troubles us no more," will reap the usual reward of haseness. A
separate Ireland will be a hostile Ireland; it will bave in England liersoîf
a great body of Irisliry wbo will always bc conspiring witli it against lier;
its councils will be inspired by American Fenianism; it will seek and find
allies in ail the enemies of Great Britain.

Were there a Government in England the law would soon be asserted,
and rebellion would be put down. This is tbe duty of the liour, and till it
has been performed spasmodic projects of change will be out of place. But
the worst part of the situation is that there is now no Government in Eng-
land except an assembly split into discordant factions, as well as distracted
by personal vanity and selfishness, which lias usurped thie functions of tlie
Executive, and is no more capable of exercising tliem than a street moi.
This again, in its last and most dangerous development, is the gratuitous
work of that incomparable statemansliip to whicli alone, we are told, tle
settlement of any great and difficuit question can with safety be confided.

Famine in the West of Ireland calls attention witli mournful empliasis

to tbe fact that the main source of Irish suffering is net political, nor
capable of heing removed by political change. llow could Grattan's Parlia-
ment, if it were revîved, provide food for an overflowing population, or
cure the potato, on whicli an uîîtlrifty peasantry subsists, of its liability to
disease 'i It could ne nmore do this than it could annui the depressing
influence of a religion whieli lias proved fatal to national prosperity wlier-
ever its ascendauicy lias endu -red. We shall presently be toid, as we have

,been told before, that Englarud organizes Irish famine for tile extermination
of the Irish people.

What will liappen wien Parliamnent mneets it is next te impossible to
divine. Ti eadn liadicais (Io îîot seem to share Mr. Giadstone's des-
perate eageruiess to retuiru tepower. iey are notiitîjeir suventy-sevenitl
ycar, and eau atford to play a waitiiig gain e. For tie preservation of tlîe
country fromi disionmberiuenit, whîcli aIl truc patriots miust regard as the
one vital objeet, thec best tig probabiy is that tic preseiit Governinent
sliould receive the aid of inidependunt Liberals, reinain in power, and as
soon as possible dissolve Parliarnent again uponl tie distinct issue of the
Union. If the nation then decides for dismemýibcrerut, tic question is
settled, and the boo0k of Britisi greatiiess inay be ciosed. The worst
thing is the return to power of Mr. Gladstoiie witli a iiiajority of Radicals
and Parnellites comnbined. Sad to say, there appears now to bu a inortal
race between an old man's life and tlic unity of the nation.

GOîL»WIN SMITII.
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WE have now fairly pa4sed tlîrougli the excitemeut of the holiday season.
Christmas, witli its happy rni iîs as 'lcouic and gene," and tie New
Year, witlî its Il calls " aiud cougratulatieiis, lias already passed inite bistory.
There lias been no incident of speoial iimportancee, and the prevailing apathy
lias not butin disturbed evun by tic fornial diixîner party of Il long, long
age." Altegetiier, we have p;îssed a very quiet holiday-fo', in the pre.
vailing spirit of gooilwill supposod te characterize this season, politics
have been for the iiiet put aie arcl everybody feels reiieved iii conse-
quence. Traders have miet fouuid as ready a muarket for thicir wares
as on mnany former eccasioiîs, but ou the xviele the volumeo of business
appeurs te have beeii con4iderable, anid wc hiear very few coînplaints ;
hesides, a more hopeful spirit apparsm te prevail in iiîany quarters, althougli
there is net nîuch prospect et' aîîy geiioral improvemient in the state of
things se far as the trade of the port is conceriîed. The distress antici-
patcd liere, owing te tie lack of work <turing tlic past suiiiimer, liam not
been seriously fuît as yet, owiiîg te tie unusual iuiildiiess of tlie wiimter; but
as wu liave-still nearly five moulms te pass tlîrougi thmere is ample oppor-
tunity fer sufFeriiîg auoiig our workiug- classes.

IT is ratiier difficult te gauge tic îîet results of last ycar's tiniber trade
in relation te omîr local irlmisbut, geiie raI ly speAik ing, it lias been far
froin satisfactory, aud tic prevailiimg depressioii ini foreigu. markets lias
seriousiy imnpeded oui' great staple iiîdustry, se that sales werc nearly
always made witi d1ifllculty, anîd net as a î'ule at aniytlîing like reinunera-
tive prides. To reîîder the coudition of tiings stili werse, the old muistake
of overproduction was repeated hast year, and, as a correspending result,
lîeavy losses have been mnade iii several instances. Lumber mnakers bave
over.,and over again inutually stipula ted te conflu thteir operations within
certainî limits, and they have witi unvarying ceusisteîîcy breken their
engagements with cadi other, and, iii erder te rid thîeînselves of their sur-*
plus stock, Quebec luinber dlealers have liad te enter Snte a minous cempe-
tition ameng theinsel vus iii tic IEuropean marîikets, to tlic great detrimient
of their persoiial incerests, aud, it is te bo feared, permanent inijury te the
trade of tic port. Closely conne(,cted witli thîis eminetitly unsatisfactory
state of things is aîîotier (l(estiomi whîich, it is te be feared, will ho selved
wlien tee late te tccoalpli.,lI auy good. 1 refer te the indiscrijuinate
siaugliter whicli still gees on iii our ferests. The reguhations geverîîing
this great trade art, altogetlier imsuflicient, aîîd a î'eînedy ouglit to hc found
whicli would effectually ch,ýck tlic luinher niiaker iii lis commercial vandal.
ism. And, new that our Aierican frientîs are likcly te have increased
facilities for helpingj the tlieughitless ameîig our people te denude our
forests, tic whîole inatter oug'lit te be reconsidered by our Government.
In the meantime, however, tie outleok for tie future of our square timber
is net reassuring, and te render it entirely lîopeless we have only te con-
tinue our present reckless course of overproduction.

But, if tic timber trýade lias been unsatisfactory, tlîe carrying-trade lias
suffered witli it, and therefeore it îîmay be said of Quebec that, commerciaily,
she sits in dust and asiies. In iooking over tic published statements of the
vear, a noteworthy fact presents itseif. It is this :the carrying-trade from
the port of Quebeo appears te bo getting pretty equally divided between


