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AUTHORITY.

At St. Boniface, Man.

REV. A. A. CHERRIER,
Editor-in-Cliief.
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be sent to thB Soffie ln wrlting.
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notructtone inserted until ordered out.

AGENTS WANTED..
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places of Manitoba and the Nortbwest,
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TIJESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1899

IMFOBIANI AN40UNCEMENT
Our subscribers will be pleas-

ed to learn that we are reducing
the subseription price. Ilence-
forth, ail who pay IN AD-
VANCE will be charged onlv
ONE DJOLLAR A YEAR. Those
who do not pay ili aedvance will
have to pay the old price, two
dollars a year. These latter need
reminding that the Holy Father
and the Bishops of the Churcli
are contînually inculcating on11
the taithfùl the duty of support-
ing the Catholie press. And no10
careful reader of our columns
eau fail to observe how xnany
things tliey contain which,t
thougli vitally intere'sting, aret
purposely ignored by the seculart

CURRENT COMMENT

The American yellow journalsi
drove McKinley into war withc
$pain, and now the English po-
pular press, flot content, witli
bringing about this bitter Southt
.Africau war, is daily addingt
fresh fuel to the fires of national
revenge. This is virtually de-
Ohristianizing a people that deem
themnselves model Oliristians.No.1
thing 18 80 thoroughly heathen,1
so contemptible to the true1
Christian as the bestial spirit of -
reveuge.

Cardinal Mathieu, when re-i
cently taking possession of hi
cardinalitial titie of Saint Sabina1
in Rome, drew a forceful picturet
of Christian France, saying:i
"France is worth far more titan
the reputation she is daily mak-E
ing for herseif by lier polemics
and what her continuai agitation
leads to supp-ose. We must not1
judge lier hy the surface. As(

gions, and titis often at the ex-
pense of their lives ?'

Look out for a grand display
of celestial fireworks during the
nig-hts of the l3th, l4th and
lSth of thîs montli. The famons,
shower of falling stars through
whicli our eartit passes once in
thirty-three years is due this
year, 1899, about the middle ol
November. The last time thiE
g(orgeo us siglit appeared waê
Nov. 13-14, 1866. Sir Robert S.
Bail, who witnessed it, says the
meteois were distinguished not
only by their enormous multi-
tude-several thousands in two
heurs-but by their intrinsic
magnificence. The best lime Io
observe is between xnidniLrht and
the snnrise twilight. Clouded
skies caui shut ont the view, and
as the moon will be very nearly
full on Nov. 14 (full moon oc-
curs on Nov. 17) lier lioeht will
certaînly obscure the faint trails
of many shooting stars. But, as
the moon sets on Nov. 14 at 4.19
a.rn., and on Nov. 15 at 5.38,
there will be on the former date
a couple hours of moonless star-
liglit and in the latter ahuost
an hour, before the dawn; so that
early risers will catch the show.
These shooting stars are cold
dark bodies which, dashing into
the earth's atmosphere at the
rate of 25 miles a second, in-
stantly become heated to a tem-
perature of many thousand de-
grees, blaze ont for a few mo-
ments and then evaperate cutu-
pletely. "There are several ele-
ments of uncertainty," writes
Prof. J. J. Ross, of Columnbia
University, in the N. Y. Sun,
"about the time of the coming of
the sitower. It rnay corne a lit-
tic earlier or later than Nov-. 14-
15, and some unknown effect of
the planetary pulls may so dis-
turb the mot ion of the swarrn
that it may decline to put in an
appearauce at all this year. If
so, the astronomer is quite cer-
tain that lie will see the display
in the last year of the present
century, November, 1900. Wlien
eue sees the grand shower the
words of the Psalmist will corne
to mind: 'The heavens declare
the glory of God and the firma-
ment showeth His handiwrk»"'

A noble example of practical
piety was given the other day
by the relatives of the late Miss
Margaret Mary Josephine IPur-
cell, sister of Mr. Justice Purcell,
ýwliose name," says the True

Wituess, "is a household word
in almost every Irish Catliolic
family in Montreai." The obit-
uary notice whicli announced,
the deatit and theé day of the bur-
i, contained the fotlowing tru-

ly Catholic request : "No fiow-
ers, -but prayers and Masses."
This is real Christian charity,
and the lesson is 4~1 the more
timely as it was given on the
eve of the rnonth of Nnvember,
consecrated to pro-ver for the

1Sacrifice. And yet iow mauy1
well-to-dcî Catholios allow the
whole mouth of November te

r slip by wîtliont getting oe
Mass said for their nearest and

1dearest ? Those Who are toc
3 poor te pay the required stipend
isliould at least strive te hear
1 Mass ou wcek days at least once

a week and, if possible, every
fday. In titis respect our cathe-
sdral tewn cf St. Bon iface sets a
s fine example te the rest cf thte

diocese. The week day Masses
are reguiarly attended by the
best people cf St, Boniface, who
seem fully to realize that the

0faithfni wito are preseut at Mass
really offer this acceptable sacri-
fice lu union witli the priest, ac-
cording te titose werds cf the
Memeuto cf the Living: "Be
mindful, O Lord... cf al liere
preseut... for whom we ofier or
Whio offer up te Ilice this Sacri-
fice of praise."

"lTe Lounger" in Towu To-
pics dees net quite understand
our note ou the absence cf reli-
izious prejudice lu "Richard
Carvel." On re-reading that note
we> ooufess that our idea mnay
net liave been expressed with
sufficient clearness for a reader
Whio had neyer pernsed Mr.
Winston Chnrchill's beantîful
story. For the benefit cf sncb a
eue we sliould have premised
that the tale purperts te be told
by its hero, Who is therefere sup-
pesed te be impregnated with
the atmosphere cf lis time, 1770-
1780. Mr. Churchil lias indeed
cauglit that atmospliere admir-
ably, but lie lias purpcsely eli-
minated therefrcm its odious
elemeut cf religieus prejudice
against Catholics. lHe is caref ni
te speak cf titem as they like te
be spoken of, neot as "Roman
Catholies," but as "Cathclics"
pure and simple, there beingt but
eue religion which everybody
recogrnizes nuder that eue naine,
aithougli others try te apprepri-
ate it by tackiug ou modifiers.
This, taken lu ceunection witli
the great popnlarity of "Richard
Carvel," we cailed "a hopeful
sign cf a growing disposition te
be fair te Catholicism." 0Cin
mon ceurtesy te Catholics is, of
course, net rare in our own day,
but it was extremely rare iu
1780.

The contrast between the
Hou. Chiarles Fitzpatrick's sketch
of Transvaal history sud Mr. W.
T. Stead's "Seuth Africa Cate-4
chîsm" iu the October "Review
cf Reviews" is certainly very
striking. Ilie fermer sees butj
eue side cf the question sud sees1
that in a distorted way. The«
latter, being au Englishman, eau
afford te he honest witliout fear-
ing te be suspected of disloyalty,
and lie gives both sides with
statisties aud dates which are1
either wantiug or wrong lu Mr.
Fitzspatrick's special pies. Mr.1
Stead's sketch is a record of
broken promises, liypocrisy,

rWitli which Mr. George Jlohn-
son, Dominion Statistician, lias
replied, in a letter publislied in
this issue, to our receut criticismn

1of a date in the Statistical Year-
SBook for 1898 shows how well
1lie manages the affairs of his de-
r nrtment and emboldens us to
submit anotlier littie perplexil y
to liim. From page 555 of the
saine book we gather the follow-

Sing figuras foutnded upon the
census of 1891:

Per tlioustandl.
>Birtit Death

rate. rate.
Britishi Columbia 9-3.16 13.94
Manitobà.....32 53 19 36
New Brunswick 27.70i 13.36
Nova Scotia...25.41 14 57
Ontario ......... 294.50 il.30
Quebec.......... 36.86 18.91I
P. E. Island...24.45 12.2-6
N.W. Territories 24. 98 7.32

And, immediately after these
figures we corne across this in-
explicable assertion: "Manitoba
is the banner province, having
the second largest birtit rate qnd
the second ë lowest deatli rate,
the resuit being that the prairie
province lias the largest excess
of birtits over deaths." Accord-
in-g to the figures on which this
assertion seemis to be based Ma-
nitoba lias indeed the second
largest birth rate, but it lias the
highest deatli rate of ail the
eight divisions of the Dominion;
and, far from liaving.the largest
excess of birtlis over deaths it is
surpassed in this respect by New
Brunswick, Ontario, the N, W,
Territories and especially by
Q uebec, wliose exceas of birtlis
over deatits surpasses that cf the
best cf the otlier provinces by
about 35 p)er cent, se that it is
incomparably above tliem. .Trne,
the N. W. Territorles' excess cf
birtits over deaths approaches
that cf Quebec, but the immense
increase ini Nortliwest popula-
tioîi nullifie'i statisties cf
the territ<>ries taken almost ten
years ago. We should like Mr.
Johnson to explain the assertion
about Manitoba. Mucli as we
love our province, we want te
see lier credentials ail riglit.

Our correspondent "M. T."
inisinterprets our quotation cf
Oct. lltli from the "Midlaud
Review." The "btowing cf the
press" may have simpiy luten-
sified tlie "sense of justice" cfi
the judges, just as tlie very ab-
surdity cf some calunmnies a-i

*aist the Churcli las led many
IYrotestants first te examine lier
claims and tlien te admit tliem.

One cf the Most remarkable
instances cf a head turned by
the Dreyfusard lieroics is that of
Mr. St. George Mivart. Ile
writes a long letter te the limes
blaming the Pope for not'having
issued a Ipronunucement iu faver
cf Dreyfus; lie caîls the latter
the Galileo of the l9th century
and speaks cf the stupidity cf
the Roman congregamens. Mr.
Mivart, thougli the author of
some> of the mosucmpems

LIP-FIGHTERS.

1 Ihere is a vast deai cf hum-
tbug about enlistîng for real war.
lThe immense m;gjerity of the

1men wlio vo]unteered iu and
around Winnipeg were phvsic-
ally unfit and many cf them.
probably knew they were before
they presentcd themselves for
examinstien. It was a clieap
way cf getting the glory cf a de-
sire te figlit. Oa the other liand,
shrewd observers cf the j2'reat

1crowd assembled te bld good-bye
te the contingent noticed that
quite a number cf yng broad-
chested six-footers prudeutly
ceufined themselves te sliouting
lustily for the Manitoba Trans-
vaal boys, whie net one cf the
latter had the average heiglit or
chest deveiopment cf our city
police.But itappears that in staid,
matter-of-fact, Nova Scotia titey
did net even keep up apipear-
ances in our western way. This
is what Tho' Observer in the
Casket tells as of titeir slowness
iu enlistino"

After the exipressions of lp-
loyalty lu the Mentreal Star
from se mnany cf the mayors of
Canada we were itardiy prepared
for the complaints lu two or
tliree nurubers cf the Halifax
Ilerald lsst week, cf the slow-
ness iu entistiug, lu tact, we
thonglit that, as there was ouly
a limited number cf men re-
quired, the mayors would have
a monopoIy cf the whole regi-
ment. Imagine, then, our sur-
prise, wheu, on thte usmes cf the
vonteers being printed iuntthe
llerald, net eue appeared from
the town whose mayor had de-
ciared lu the Star that lie voiced
the sentiments of the people cf
castere Nova Scetia. lThe patri-
etism cf these officiaIs bea-rs a
striking resemblance te that of
the late lamented Artemus Ward,
who expressed lis wiihingness te
sacrifice al lis wife's relations
upon tlie altar of lis country.

THE OBLATES IN SOUTH
A FR ICA.

Ihere are 89 and socu will be
96 Oblate Fathers (seven haviug
receutly embarked) in South
Afrîca. lu the vicariste ef Na-
tal there are 34, cf wliom 8,
Bisliop Jolivet and 7 Fatiters,
reside ln Pietermaritzburg, six
at Durban snd two at Lady-
smith. lu the vicariate of Orange
Free State titere are 17, of wliom
six, Bisliep Gangliren sud five
Fathers reside at Kimberley and
eue at Mafekiug. Iu the vicari-
iate of Transvaal there are 16, of
wliom six, Rev. Father De Lscy
and five other Fathers, reside lu
Johannesburg, and four lu Pre-
teri. In the vicariate cf Basu-
tolaud there are 21, of wliom,
Ree. Father Cenez and eleven
otiter Fathers reside at Rema. la
the prefecture of Cimbebasia,
chief residence Windhoek, there
are 10 Fathers under the Prefect,
Rev. Father Hermann, O. M. 1.

NOTES BY THIE WAY.

A local paragragh lu the
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