
THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR.

OUR CRITICS ONCE MORE.

To the Musical Editor of the CANADIAN SPECTATOR:

Suu,-Wben MIr. Frederick Liavham was appointed. Art critic to the Pali Mfal! 7ournol,

Ilsat ready aod erudite gentleman, after baving turned over a few pages of Mr. Smee's
lectures to the pupils of the Royal Acaderny, deciared bis pierfect willingness to accept tlîat

impoîtant position ;ansi verv successfully did lie disebarge lis duty. To say tiîat a certain
picture of Mr. lank's represented a Ceutadina dancing svîtb a Trastaverino, at tise door of
a Loi anda, 10 tîe nmusic of a Peffiraro, read very prettil%, andi gave a fine idea of the exten-
vive attainnients of the accomplished contributor. But in those d-ays there ivas, fortunately
for the peace of mimd of our'anîusing friend, only one critie of the sort ; and lie continued on

bis course witliout baving to rebut the carping strictures of opposing charlatans.

Lt is tnt so now, particuiariy as regards musical art. Every little smatterer thinks
bimself quaiified to giv'e an opinion on the great Art-Masteis, and, worse, 10 indulge bis
vanity by finding fanît witb tbe perfLormnances of virtuosi wbose ahilitses bie is incapable of

appreciating. Like Mr. Baybam, a fesv slang ternis of art furnisîs bis quiver witlî ail the

requisite arrows,-" rendlitioiî," Il nîagnetism " (wbatever tlhat mnay nmeanu), Ilconscientious

inter pretation, ' and a dozen worrls aîîd phrases of a lilse value forni bis sole stock-in-trade.

In no case is this outrecuidance more frequently observed than in the reports that appear

in our daiiy papers after the occurrence of auîy nmusical entertainment. Tise perfornmance cOf
Ithe Messiali" on Tbursday last wsva noticed-I canisot say criticised-by two gentlenmen,

wbo, evidently, do not agree as to what does or does flot constitute perfection in music. Let
us compîare tlieir opinionîs

(A.)(1.

"'Ple orcliestra was certainiy susceptible of IlThe greatest praise that cani lie given of
improvemeiit. For one thing, tbey are too the chorus aîîd orchestra is, tlîat tlîey did their
cOniscientiou.,s to rest, and the silence more couiductur cuedit. Sustainîng aîsd synipatsiL.
cloquent tiîan words wihl the conmposer lias iîsg svitb ecd otiier, correct in modulations,
freely interspersecl throtigliout tbe oratorio sweiliisg out in triunisplant accord, it uîeed not
was more ofteus than flot broken hy the s;crap- bie wvoideied that the effeet ivas grand in every
ing of sot-e vile fide, wiiile Occasionaliy tise seuise of tue ivord."
whiole crlisestta conibuiied to lîfiprove on tue
original, aithosîgli the pauses were ivel
nîarked by the conductor.

" The l-ahaijab Chorus gave the iîoisy
oscliestra an opportunitv to dîîtingisb itseif,
whicb it did principaliv by drowiig the
voices in perliaps the fiiiest passage, 'The

Kingdonss. of tisis Wuîsld aie liecome tise
Xingdons of our Lord and of 1lis Christ.' "

In one thing they agree-their 1Luiglisls is below criticism; but no one thing can be more
dianietricaily Oîiposed to anotiier tlîan tue opiînion of critie A to that of critic B- as regards
tise inistrumiental perfornîeîs. It is possible tbat one or more blunders werc comnîitted lîy an
cager, 100 eager, neopisyte ; but as a whole the performance was far niore free from faults
tîsaus 1 csold have antscipate'l. Notising was more remarkialie tbrouglîout tise evening tbaîî

the, I nîay vay, extraordinary comnmand which Mr. Lucy-Barnes bad obtained over both
Orchestra and chorus, considering tihe short limie lie lias had to peifeet the driiing of bis
forces. Taken aitogetiier, I do flot liesitate t0 say that tise 'idea of the great composer was
more cleariY aussi fully developed on Tbursday nigit than on any otiier occasion oui wîicli I
have been present since 1 left Europe.

Tise fugue iii the overture w-as charmingiy 1 îlayed, accurately and "lcos lio," wisilst tise
Pastoral SyniPlîony, with ail bts delicacy of ligii and siade, left little 10 lie desired. *

1 nul flot a professional musician, but I seas, vo 10 speak, nurseil on H-aniel ; anîd, as I

have ba- the pleasure of lîstening t0 the performance of bis iiiarvellous nîusic by ail the

greatest exeçutants of nîy lime, from 1832 d-ownisaii-s, svben I say thaI tise Oratorio, as
gil-en by the l'iîilîarmunic Society, gave me aimost entire satisfaction, nîy judgment niust lie

taken for wlsat it is wortb, and no nmore.
Vours trsuiy, Arthur Rl. .7enner-Fust.

Montreai, Dec. 271b, 1879.

THE CHESS WORLD IN 1879.
As wiTH our individuai lives and the worid at large, so also wbtb tie doings of lIse

Chess worid, ia the close of tie year a most fitting occasion for takiuîg a retrospect of- tic
past, and this being the last Opportunihy in lie present year on wlsicu we can address Our
friends and patrons, we bave thouglit il advi".alle to devote nur column to Ibis purpose. At

the commencement of tIse year, Ciess was undergoing a bul after thc Paris Congress of z 878,
but the young new year soon gave promise of life, and at its close ive may, on tie wîsoîe,
caîl il an evenîful oneC. In lie monîli of january, lie Montreai Cbess Club had tic pleasure
of enterlaifing Capt. G. H. McKenzbe, ltse Champion of America, wbo had been paying
visits t0 the leading cities of thse United States. This event will long be pleasurably remern-
bered hy the Montreal Club. Tic eariy montis of the year, 100, were notable for lIse
nsany exhibitions of Living Ciess,-an agrecabie change from tie uncompromising, un-
impassioned, ebony and silver. Tiese exhibitions originated aI Sewickly, a amaill town in
Pennsylvania, and cuiminated ini tic magnificent entertaifnment given in the Academy of
Music in~ Ne York under the auspices of- tic Maunhattan Chess Club on April 16ti. The
lcities of Pittaburg, St. Louis, Hoiyoke, Cincinnsati, and Washington al] gave entertaininenîs
'Of Ibis kind, principaily for charitable purposes. Since Ihen the Living Ciess mania bas had
a decided relapse.-In the monîli of April tIse awards were announced in tIse Pobicin
Toumney of lie Paris Congress. These Were, bowever, afterwards reversed, M. Emile
~Pradignat, wbo bad Previously been adjudged the winner oif lie first prize, being disqualbfied,
'ad Mr. J. Berger of Gratz, in Austria, taking it instead. Tic final award gave ah lihe prizes
to foreigners, su that Frenchi composers bad nu sare in tic bonours of tic Toumney. The effect
-of sucb unpieasant contretmp, siould lie 10 make commriltees, wiose business il May bl
especially careful in drawing up the rules and regulations for Toumneys. In tuis case nohing
iseted Ie prevent any competitor froin entering more than one sel, wiici M. Pradignat iad
donc, and tIse Committce bsd nso alternative but to disqualify himi for what was considercd
an act opposed lu customn and justice. Tic Problein Toumney was aiso remarkabie for the
large number of sels wlsich were unable 10 stand tie test of examinabon, and conseqsuently
thrown 00,-as many as fifîcees, we believe, being consigned 10 obtivioa. Thse Champion

Cis-Atlantic Problem Composer, Mr. S. Loyd, took the third prize. In the month of May,
commenced a match between this gentleman andi Mr. Eugene I)eimar, of New York. Few
encounters occasioned more interest, but in this case it arose more out of partizanship than
enthusiasm in the cause of chess. It terminated rather disastrously to Mr. Loyde and
somiewhat, we suspect, to his own surprise, the score being Delmar 5, Loyd i, drawn 2,
and the result tends to prove that a first class pr6lehnsr is flot by any means necessariiy a
strong player. On June 16th commenced a more- -.memorahie ençunter, that between
Messrs. Putter and Mason, whicb dragged its slow length along tii! September, and ended in
a dathe record standing 5 each with YI t raws. Ail the games showed a determination
on the part of both players not to lose, but the match lias flot ad(led anything to Chess, the
Fabian policy of each player rendering the games comparitively duli and( iiteresting
Another match which we mnust notice is that recently concluded between Mr. Delmar and
Mr. Ilarnes, and was of a totaily different character, in sshich care and analysis w'ere pitted
against boldness and briliiancy. In over-the-board encounters the latter is possibly more
successful, but in another match between the same gentlemen, to be played sliortly, we con-
fidently predict a very consîderable diffetrence in the resuît. The score at the end was :
Delmar 7, Barnes 4, (lrawn 2. In Septeniher the Dominion Chess Association met at
Ottawa, and, thouigh nut a pronounced success, its ilelibe' ations were watched with some
interest, in consequence of the discussion on the Il MIove or No Move " question, svhich it
hiad to decide. l'le result is now iveli known, and, thougli it may flot have given entire
satisfaction to the Editor of The Gh'ss Plalvers' Chronicle, is nevertheless, we thinlc, sitch as
ivili prove t0 lie the best in the end. The fiftli American Chess Congress, to be held in
Newv York in January, is now thorouighiy organired, and bids fair to be a decided success.
Lt is, however, a matter which properly beiongs to next year. The Cana<lian Correspond-
ence Tourney, conducted by Mr. J. W. Shiaw, of Montreal. by far the most important event
In Canadian chess for nsany years, is rapidly approaclsing its conclusion. l'rom recent accounts,

Ir. J.lendlerson, who hias completed ail bis games, witb the handisomle Score Of 12 wons
out Of 14 gamles 1ilaYed, mLost stand an excellent chance for the first prize. The International
Postal Card Tourney approacbes its end, w'hich, ive believe, many of the combatants wiii bc
hearffly Clad to see. 'l'li score now stands, United States 29, fl'eat Britain 25, rlrawn 12. Thle
latest sensation connected wýth it is Mrs. Gilbert's decided success over Mr. Gossip. This lady,
the Venus victrix of cbess players, lias won three games from Mr. Gossip in handsome style,
atinouncing nmates in 35 and 21 moves in two of hier games ; the fourth gamne, we also expect
to bear, lias heen resigncd by Mr. Gos;sip. I)uring the last montb or two Mr. lllackhurnie,
the celebrated biindfoid player, has been giving a starring tour throughout the English
Counties, and his marvellous powers in this direction biave astonisied ail who have liad the
chanîce of partaking in tise contests or visiting tbem. It is to lie remlembered that Mr.
l1lackhurne is not alone in the pos*ssion of dts faculty, Zukertort, Steinitz and Paulsen
heing ail fine blindfold players ; bot we believe no one cati conduct ten games simuitaneously
witiiout sight of the men, witlî the sanie ease, accnracy and brilliancy as Mr. Blackburne.
Mr. Biackiîurne intends visiting the Urnited States in January next, and we hope hie may be
induced to exhibit bis powers iii Montreal.

Clîess Literature lias flot been dormant during the year, and many chess works have
emanated from the press. 1We may notice, Gheo' Chips, by J. P. Taylor ; a Collct/ion of
Chess Pr'blerns, hy Rev. A. Cyril Pearson ; îoo Italien Preblens, by Sig. G. B. Vailé. and
The Nordiske Skakprb/crner, a Collection of 206 Scandiîîaviaîî Probienîs, by Messrs.
Arneli and Sorenson. The most important addition to cliess literature lias undoubtedly been
Mr. Gosdip's Theory of !/he C/icis Openings. Trhis work bas been so extensiveiy criticised
and reviewed that notlîing need bie said liere abolit it. W'e hope Mr. Gossip will tomn bis
attention to tise prepararion of anotiier edition, and sincerely regret to hear that Mr. Gossip,
wbo is 110w residing in Paris, is in had health and bias nearly lost bis eyesight. Whîle
noticing tiiese additions to cbiess literature, we miay cast a sigli liehind us over the defunct
IWestninister Papers. This journal, which stopped witlî the April number, had beeuî for

nmore than a decade the cliief orgsin of the ciess world, and for Iliat period contains a corn-
plete bistory of tIhe game. We are sure we s1 îeak the tni-tb iîî saying Iliat its cessation ivas
deplored by ail clîess players. lIs place is souglit to be ssipplied by The Clkess Monthi'y,
wbiclî lids fair to become a wortby successor; but it is only in its infancy, and a good book,
like good wine, secures by age alonte, the affectionîs and good opinion of co.-noscenti.

WVe now comte to the most melancboly portion of our retrospection-Deatb's doings of
the year. Many oid and valued namnes in the roi! of cbess famne ba 've been carrîed away.
Thougli fot strictiy within the year, we may mention Cochrane (Salvia-Cochrane Gambit),
who died in Mardi 1878, and Captain Kennedy in November of the same year. Mr. Wm.
Tlîompson, who was for many years Vice-President of the Old Bristol Club, and wlso by bis
generosity, geniai friendsbip and devotion to tie gaine, earned the tille of the IlFather of
Chess in Bristol," died in February, at thse ripe age Of 7o. He was a great admirer of Low-
enthai. If we have in facetiousness styled Mrs. Gilbiert the 'Venus victrix of chess players,
n0 oneC will hesitate to accord to Adoîf Anderssen the title of Hlercules invictus. This
celebrated player, lie beru of a thousand victories, departed Ibis life on Match 14 tb, aged
6o, deeply lamented by ail bis friends for bis excellent nature, and by aIl chess players, as
muci for bis amiability and uprightness, as tbat bie was a master of the gaine. Anotber name,
eq.ially faingus, is that of George WAlter, tbe pioncer of newspaper Cbess Coiumns, tbe
founder of popular Chess Clubs, author, transiator, editor. H1e died in April, aged 77. We
raust nul omit to record the death of Herr Willmers, the Danisb problein composer wbo
took tbe flrst prize in the Americas Chess Congress in 1858, and for twenty years pianist ho
tie Court of Vienna ; R. M. Grant, a strong Glasgow player; the Marquis of Twecdale, a
devoted cbess player and munificent supporter of the gane ; Major Wernich, a strong
amateur of New York, and, 10, close the melancholy list, John H. Hansbew, editor of
several cbess columns, and on one occasion of a nsontiiy magazine, entitled The Maryland
Chers Reviiw, who died quite recently at tic town of Frederick in bis own Stale.

In tbe gaine of cliess itself, we have flot heen startled by any new developinent
calculated to upset past analysis, but we think that we are on tbe eve of somnetbing of tiat
kind, and may incidentally remark tiat the Ruy Lopez and King's Bishop's Opening offer
fruitful fields for research. To our thinking the correct defence to thse Ruy Lopez bas yet to
lie found, wbile the relative merits of B to B 4 or K Kt to B 3, in reply to White 2 B to B 4,
bave yet to lie decided, and may still ask, Is tbe Compromised Defence in tbe Evans Garabit
sound? Does not tic Centre Gambit eall for dloser analysis than it bas received ? We raise
these questions froin tbe belief tiat the Ruy Lopez, tic King's Bisbop's Opening, tic Frencb,
and tbe Sicilian, are tic Openings around wbich tie Most important hattles of tbe future will
lic fouglit. Meanwbiie chess players may congratulahe theinscîves on the position the Royal
Gaine boids in thse present day and look forward bopefuily to a year of activity in i88o.
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