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convorgant with the people of the past,and know-
ledge steals in wanoticed: " By its aid, day . after
day, alink is added to the chain, untll at length
it ‘veaches to the time .when man ivas placed
upon the earth. In page after page, scenes the
most sublime excite our imagination,and implant
in our bosoms =a desire of walking in the foot-
steps of the good and great.

On the one page the reader of history is filled
with grand and noble sentimonts; courage
and manliness grow stronger in his breast,
when he beholds with what bravery man has
fought and suffered. In history he finds the
very theatve of bloody contests; and a picture
of a battle field flashes before his eyos and drives
from his mind thoughis of effeminacy and lux-
ury, and inspives sympathios nobler than tho
most melancholy romance could oxcite,

He is a dead soul who cannot bho moved by
viewing such scenes as those painted in history,
Hoe is void of sentiment who cannot look with
sorrow ab towering cities crumbling away Lo ruin
and decay, or at a proud nation reaching tho
height of glory only to bo doomed to bow in sub.
mission to another. Such scones ns those have
roused to action the most effeminate, and fur-
nished abundant food for both poetical and pro-
saic wrilers, On another page the monotony is
broken ; Peace and Concord—kind brothor and
sister—rule supreme. No longer pitiful cries of
strife are heard; no longer tho fuather is
ceparated from tho family sanctuary; and now
the youthlul son blesses the homeslead by his
presence, and all is harmony. Discord sleops
and concord rules. Tho progress of science is
no longer impeded, knowledge and art begin to
flourish, and the whole nation wears a pleasant
smile. These with a thousand other intoresting
facts aro read on’ the pages of history ; and who
will deny that they afford as much pleasure as
books of litile worth? By historical reading
wo acquire grand and noble feclings, our memn-
ory is strengthoned, our cares are lessened, our
conversation is onriched, ‘temptations are
banished, our task is made lighter, and we entor
socioty with prompt and ready speech.

Qurs is styled tho age of progress; and the
old and tho young, the rich and the poor, the
loarned and the ignorant,—all try with the
groeatost solicitude to altain knowledge of scionco

00 : : and ar-t and devote nob a few hours in attempt.»
m, it and sentxmentahty 5 “for’ by it be. bocomes»

ing to disclose those treasures which: yet lio’
buried in clouds of darkneéss. Every shadow is’
removed, overy barrier is  penotrated, cvery
mountain is climbed, every difficulty is sur-

mounted, to arrive nt a path which will léad
to now discoveries, Tvery thing is sought for
save the ond. for which we were erented and
the mannor of attaining it, or the duties we
must  perform. To Him “who willed and
immediatoly brought us into existence” is dué
pre-eminently our greatest homage, and Him’
alone should we adore and glovify; yet there
are others who demand our respect-and honor,

our love and obedience ; for, nonc being born

without a master, we are all born to obey.
The rich must depend upon the poor, the poor
‘must be subject to the vich ; the young must
look to tho old for knowledge, and the aged to
the young for support. In youth's sweet hours
our obedience is strongly tested, for itis then

wo “are subjected to many masters; but of
theso there is none to whom we owe s0 many

obligations as 1o our parents, for day after day
we are made the subject of their love and affec-

tion, Restless nights they value at noughi, if
from them we may derive any happiness; for

us they become the subject of selt-abnegation,
and for our sakes they undergo a thousand

inconveniences. If then all kindness looks for-
ward for somoe reward, how great must be the
reward which is due to the kindness of loving
parents.  Theirs is two-fold, the one in heaven,

the other on earth ; and none but an ungrateful

child will fail to return those acts of love which

were shown him in his childhood that he might
excrcise them in afler years on those from

whom they wore received.

Kind pavents, knowing thatin econscience they
are bound to provide for us, according to their
means, an edacation suitable to our standing in
lifo, seldom fail to embrace every opportunity.
which may present ilself. Nay, (oo ofien they
undergo many sacrifices on their part to provide
for us a sufficient knowledge to enable us to
vefrain from fawning upon others for our daily
suslenance ; and their groatest pleasure is to see
us honest, respectable, and, as far as possible,
independent men.  As it is their duty to pro-
vide, so is it ours (o obey their commands by
performing our tasks -faithfully and well ; for
he who wastes the time affordod bim by hig

parents, and fails to profit by tho opportunitie



