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aî very strikiîîg animai; bowever, wben
feeding aniongst the leaves ami branches,
in Spite of ils buld coiuring, it is iiot at
ail conspiruonos. Wbenl s0 situated, its
brokeni niasses of green and brown. and
their soif shadings, harmlouize su close-
ly witb the muving leaves au( brow
branches that it bcomesàý very difliruit
tu delect il by ordinary nielhods of oh-
servation, heure its apparenîly rolispicu-
us coioring serves iii reality lu make

il inconspictuons, and s0 protecîs il froni
the eyes of its enemies.

It sometimes happens, thougbi, tibat
the cterp-Iillar is discovered by an eniemy
and il is t1ien that the 'object -cf its
strange disguise becomes apparent. 'At
the sligbtest uch, when feediug ou th 'e
tree, the larva inislauîity turils its re-
pulsîve mask towards the source of irri-
tation, and, s0 lu speak. glares willyý at
the enemy, the ring of the budy bearing
tbe eye-spots being dislended to itl full-
est extent. At a luch froru the opposite
side rounid goes the *face" ini that i
recuion, bearilng 'tce saine tcrufyiig a
speet, wbich, by ils fixed glare, sLeins lu
plainly iîpiy sorti considerabie danger
to Ibe enemny if il is fnrtber interfcred
wil h.

luw effective tbis quick niovemeut of
the bead and tbe suddcu presentation of
a facial monstrosity are as a protecliVe
device rnay hie readiiy appreciaîrd( by the
cffect it lias upon a humait beiing mbo
touches one of these larva for tlle lir-st
lime; rarely wiIl hie luch il again witb-
ont aul assurance that no harm wili Coule
froru the venture. Let ns imagine, tbeu.
Ibat sume bird or sinail animal mueets
one of these calerpillars resting or fred-
Îiug amongst the branches, and, on ar-
counit of ils coloring, is doubîful wbe0tbc
it would niake a loothsome morsel. Tt
approache 's carefnhly, and probabtllygîQ
the suspicions object a prclininiaryprd
just as mil bimself would do. Thenl hIe
caterpillar suddenly faces round witb
îbat apparently outraged stare, as ýif lu
Say, ''tVbo dares?" amj i lt terrîieid for
takes lu fligl.

Wbell a bealthy larva is fcedîng, a
suddru 'toucb may ofîmu produce a
furîbecr suirprise for the eie-my. AtI the
moutent the terrifying mask is preseledf
to view the forked tail is- raliqed, and1(
froru ils two prougs tce pinik thireads
previously referred tu are sii1diJY pro-

truded lu a great iengtb, and laslied hike
wpsox-er the caterpillar's bead an<l

back.
Now it biappen-is that the worst focs

with wbirl ilie larva of the Puss Moîh
lias to couiteind are ichbueumon flics-
parasite flics ,whichb oldly attark the
raterpiliar and deposit their eggs upon
it, usualiy belinid ils bead. Froni the
eggs of theic ibeumaon littîr grubs cmu-
erge, whicb are parasitic upol lthe caler-
pillar, suekïilg its juices from the mu-
ment tbey break îhrough the egg-sheil,
and adhering firmiy afterwards. Tbe
caterpillar ferds ravenouisiy, but the ap-
petites of ils visiturs inc-rease also.
Eventually the caterpillar attains ils funll
growth anid spins ils curoon, yet' il is
neyer desrined to become a motb, for
the ichuieumion grübs theni completely de-
vour tihe soft p)arts of Iheir host, and at-
tain their flil growtb, making their owil
cocoons witliu Ibat formed by tbe
ralerîtillar, thuis utilizing thecaeplrs
home as thecir owtî.

The ichileumon fly is. therefore, a for-
mnidable einemy that lias lu be deaît wiîhi
prompthy wbien il appears. Whether thie
caterpiilar's remarkable simulation of a
face bas auy influence ou the ichneu-
mou fly is a doubîful point; probabiy
Ibat feature is ouly of service in scaring
larger focs, îicluding mail. Its tlawbips,
lîowever, bave probably bren developed
purely as a meanls of reacbing the back
of ils liezd,. wlîere the ichueumnon fly
usually makes ils aîîack; for Ibese or-

gans are really the caterpillar's last pair
of clasper legs modified and evolved înt
tube-like structures and endowed witlh
delicate muscles, which allow of the
sudden protrusion and contraction of the
pilnk tbreads. It is curions, too, that
these ivhips should be of a color similar
tu that of its rnask, a fart wbirb seerufs
lu imply that the rolor may have some
influence on tbe particular entiiies whjeb
the inlaect bas to combat, lui tbis con-
urction, too, Wr bave to reiember that
colors and forums wbicb we mnay regard
as nîiereiy curiotis or quaint mnay affect
other animais iu a very different way,
ami bave a sintcuewhirb they have
lnot for tuait. Especialiy is ibis truc of
ilisects, the struicture of wbose eyes is
so very unlike ur own. Wr sbould nieyer
overlook the fart that peculiaritirs iu anl
organisrn that appear touils useiess, and
suuîetiînes absurd. mnay bie of great prar-
tical vaince to the crealure possessing
thlemn.

Su far as is knlown, tbe tail wbîps are
perfectly barrmless tu the irbueumnon.
aud only serve lu drive il away, just as
a cow renioves flues from its hack by
the swýitcb of ils taau. Neverîbiess", the
pairasitic ichuneumoni takes coirsiderable
risk iii making its aîtack uponl tbe rater-
pillar.

lu tbe lower part of the, red mask is
a transverse suit, connected witb at gland
ini which a strong solution of formie acid
is stored, Professor PouItou, who bas
ruade mauy interesting experiments witb
this sp)ecies of caterpillar, .sîates that tbis
solution, in a mature larva, conlains a
prop)ortioni of acid "as bigh as 40 per

cn,"which is a much greater percent-
age than that fonnd in the stings of

netewasps, hornets, bees. etc.
Tisi irritanlt fluid the larva is able tu

eiect as a fluie spray wben it directs ils
'~fce uwadsan enemy. 1 wonld sug-

ge-sî that the mask may be a means of
holding the attcntion of thec enemy ini
thle rigbt direction lu receive tbis show-
er of acid. 0f tbe effect of tbis liquid,
we bave professor Poulîon's stalenment
that bie bas "seen a marmo and a iz-
ard effectedl hy il," and bas bimself
"twice experiruced sharp pain as the re-
suit of receiviug a vcry smiail quantîty
in the eye."

Il follows, therefore, tbat th icb-
neurnon fly bas also a forid(able foc
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