
Th e Charm of Natura.l Planni ng
IN (lie various schenies which, are put forward

-in these days foi- eity' lanning. and dcvelop-
nient the mini faît, -seem-s to nie to lie in tlie
attitude of the designer, wliceh is usuially tbat oif
a col(I andl caleulatig schemier, writes M. 11.
Baillie Scott in l'The Architectural Review'' of'
1 ondon. 'T'his brutal andl callous scientifis spi rit
eaun never give to uis the city of our dreams. We
nmust set ont to realize as far as we can the New~
Jeruisalem-a heaven on earthi-and -test ail oui-
conceptions by- thie toucli-stone of thant ideal. We
onghit to approýacli the matter fron the riglit
end anid .start with thie nuit of oulr design, wiliolh

liotnses shouldl be oif rectangular fo-rm, if follows
f h-ait groups of biouses should be rectangtular,
foc, and thait rdangand diaigona:il linos cf
roads whicli chol -the buildings adjoi-ning thern
into awvkward -shapes should ho -avoidcd. The
best plan .for a city iia surciy thie old one-n
whici within a wvaIled enclosure four miain ronds
nîceet ini a central înarkef -square. Thlle four
wards of the city are subdîvided io snîalle-r
sqguares )îy snîahler streets, and this scheniie
logically inîiplies the arrangemnent of honse;s into
coI tilts approachoed by -archways f rom the streets.
Tîhis court arrangenment, of whiclî we find s-o
niany l)oautiful exanîples ini old towns, is surelyý
the finest way vo ('an conceive of' combiniîig
buildiiîgs, aîid( ml'e ssoc alyo when the -scale
is tiot t.oo large. F~or an exaniple neai' at hand,
eoffld anytini gîte botter than tie littie court
of' Staple but with ifs old paàving and central
ti'oc ý Sti'lî exqisite sur'prises as tlînt are
wvortli aIl flic dreary enciless iivenneis ontr towii-
Iîlaiîiîlelrs re.joice ta intiiet lupon uis.

1\pi11t FI'î'cn -;cietific CXl)e(iiency," thc ino(leril
toivu planiiner scenîs chiefly to aim af ''splittingo
the cars, of the grundlings'' by sonî.cthing col-
ossal and immnense in scale. Fle lias y'et to lea-iu
that art is îîct a question cf avoirdupois and
tliat tbhboe- kiind or beau-ty uis to ho fonn-d in
q nite siniple anîd h11u111le f lli mgs. 'l'lie vui ga î
des-irle fo''le ce io' witbil saine iia iielîs-
I>îi lldinig sens f.ta ivd ail car mioderîî ecii-
c-eptiomis. If is thie .Pr-ss-iaiisni of ai-t. Ad.joiiu-
inmg buildings ofl resnabescale arvo dwa rfed
bw coos a unsters hulilt at linge expense. IGx-
-t i ji.les ini -fis kind arco to be found ini niost ofl
the central li-mis of London, and. illim t ah e
and siniple wo.rk oif the cigh-entfl century lias
t '-ive 'vay to hiideous lgais in stone.
Nothingr is mnore pitiable as a spectacle -than thie
pliffing.an-l blowing and strutt'ng likce bhe frog
in flic- fable oni the part oif <inn designers. Tt is
a dis-case of the minci, anîd ini any îiodest anid
samie cormmînty wat'ld 'he t.reatcd a-s sticki

But, bad as -suicl b)uildings axe ini tie-ir sense-
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tess waste of humian labor, they arc not perhaps
,S0 (isastr>us as the miodern suburb, and more
especially w~hen it takces the forni of -what is
ca]led, for some unknown reaiison, "the garden

siiiirh.' lere w~e haivc vague and sloippy ar'-
rangements of ciwellings. which go to the other
extremne of seale. 'l'lie ~ ar ialedai u
anîd petty. '17ley pose and simirk at uis ini their
seif-conscious artistry. lIt us the fa!shioni n'ow
to saiy rude t-iings about the slnis, burt thore- are
not a few baek st-reets in L*.onidon whiich merely
wvant cleaning. up to mnake therm edeletcwell-
iîîg-places for tho-se w~ho do not want to be way-
laid bv- self-advertised art every corner. For
mny own part, I -would choose one of' these M
preferenee to any gard-en subti'ih 1 have soon.
They are restful and lieaceable a.nd hone.st, and
they make no protensions of any kind.

And now we have inivenited a iiew horror -in
building. It is the colony of ''dwellhng's for the
wo-k.iîî.g classes." The phrase itself carrnes
with it the condemnaitioni of our social systenu,
inmplying as it d-ocs a brad division of the coni-
munitv inito those who work and live iii clnpli-
cated littie dwellings iip-osed on theni by the
State, and those wio dion't. work and who live
where they ïîke or cati.

\Vould it not bo possible -t return to t'li old
and botter wva\ of building, w'hcn town4s were
definitely ontlîned conceptions set ini nattural
eountry surroundings! If in :s.uchi a (taise f'ur-
ther building is r-eqttired, would it uîot hoc bette-r
to 'start from a seies of subsidiary centers iii-
steaid of creating-I vagne andi -ichubloius suhuriban
avenas w~hich are neither fish, Il(esl nor good yod
hierring!? And 'liy shoulci we isolate and s-ogre-
gate our workers like lepers f romi the commun-
itil TInth fl0( village the squire a.ndpalson
contrived to exist -in close association wi-th their
humble nieiglibors.

Tt is ai que-stion haw far thceain of a t.c-wn
sliould consist of the raizto of -a predle-ter-
Miîîcd plait, o- *how i'ar if. Ahoul(i he allowed Ico
devéelop naual.If. would,~ sci Ihhefi. way

Ia ay ciown at Iea.-st the mlain lnes, an -ctle-aveý
'o1ne possibility of variation i flhc lesser

If a pflan fully takes into cîieainthie
Io.'els of the gvrolnd and local features stioh as
trecs, -if will ilecessarily hecome soniewlîat v'ar-
ied in ifs genieral aspect. Planniiing of the best
kî-nd lias all the air of nlafural development, be-
cause fthe designer lias yielded -to local condi-
tions a-nd a1iowved theni to mold andl modify lis
initial conception.

Where -there is no vision the people periglh.
'l'le m-aterialismn of science as applied to build-
ing will neyer 'satisfy our souls. Our' towns and


