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Fabor Iates,

The Blectro-Platers of Blrmmghn.m aro
discussing the formation of a co-operative
manunfactory on their own account.

The masons employed on the Eastern
Railway works, Jersey, have struck for an
advance of 6d, per day. The present wages
«are 3s. Gd. per day. ‘

The Huddersfield (Eng.) jowrneymen
‘painters have decided to ask the masters
for & reduction of hours of labor from fifty-
eight and 2 half to fifty-six hours per week
and an increase of one half-penny per hour
in wages.

Five hudred journeymen bakers have
posted placards in the streets of Stuttgart,
threatening o strike unless their demands
for an increase of wages, a reduction in the
number of ‘working hours, less labor on
Sundays, and nene at all on 1mport'mt
holidays, are complied with. ]

An arrangemnens has been made b°tween
‘the Bradford (Eng.) masons and their em-
ployers that instead of the advance to come
into operation in May next heing at the rate
of 3s. a week, it shall. be 2s. a week. This
agreement has  heen mutmlly brought
about.

At an adjourned conference of painters
at Airdrie, Scotland, held between emnploy-
ers and employed, it has been unanimously
agreed to by ‘the cmployers to advance the
present rate of wages from 6jd. to 7d. per
hour, and the country wages from 3s. to
4s. per week.

At a meceting of operative joiners in
Edinburgh on Saturday a large number of
them stated that they had given warning
that morning in consequence of their em-
ployers refusing to increase their wages
from 64d to Tid per hour. On and after

the 1st of Maveh the masters offered 7d

per hour,

On Monday morning, 8th ult., work was
resumed by the fitters, turncls, :md smiths,
who bave been on strike®at Mr. Robert
Holt's, Hope Foundry, Bury, England,
where about 400 hands are employed. They
struck for an advance of 2s per week. but
the advance was nade to only about three-

- fourths of the men, the remainder being

cent. duc to stock.

eonsidered wnworthy of it. It is rumored
that the men at other works will follow
suit. .

The Boaver Falls (U. S.) Co-operative
Foundry have declared a dividend of 12
per cept. on stock, and have changed their
by-laws, making all the profits up to 16 per
They claim to have
boen sucecssful beyond their most ardent
expoctations, anid cordially invite moulders
to joinin with them, as the association is a
«'fixed fuct.”

A conferencz, which lasted three hours,
took place in ‘Leeds on Wednesday after-
noon, the th ult., between deputations
from-the West Riding Coal-owners’ Asso-
ciation aud the Idinevs’ Association, respect-
ing the [uriher advance of 20 per cent.
demanded by theceolliers.  After both sides
had .been heard,. the chairman, Mr. R.
Tenuani, stated that the men’s application
would be laid before a weneral meeting of

" colleery awners, and ihat the reply wonld

-taken.

“ton, Randall,

probuabdy be favorable. ‘

On Saturday cvening, March 8th, the
Unitod Wheelwrights, Smiths and Painters’
dolezate weeting was held at the New Inn
Tavern, Old Bailey, London, to report on
the n'ne hours and ten por cent. move-
ment, and consider the best steps to be
From the reports of the delézates
it a.ppéur«.d that the tirms of Mossts, Nor-
Hervey, Parke, Rickett,
Macdougal and Fonur, as well as the Nine
Elms establislhinent and Woolwich Arsenal
had conceded the nine howrs. Fourteen
shops Were 1¢ oported s fav orablo to the
movement.

At BaDlin the Qifiiculty with regard to the-
‘eab-drivers has been postponed tiil a spe-
_cini'conynitree shall have investigated the
matter ; whily, from Romwe, we hear thal
the compositoi’s strike is now completely
over, and that ihe men have obtained the
inerease of wages they had so persistently

sthe peoteetion and furt

demanded. It has naturally been difficult
to obtain news from Madrid, but we are at
last informed that the strike of tho post-
men is over. These indispensable public
servants patriotically resumed their work
on the very morrew of the proclamation of
the Republic.

Atn mecting of the Berlin cab propric-
tors the reply of the Minister of Commerce
to the petition sent by them to the Em-
peror was read. The Minister therein pro-
mises a thorough investigation of their
grievances, but expects, however, that in
the private and commercial interests of the
public tho petitioners will immediately re-
sume their traffic. The meeting thercupon
authorized the chairman to declare that
until such an investigation had been con-
cluded they would resume running at the
old rates. The chairman at once entered
into communication with the Minister of
Commerce and the President of the Police.

The journeymen jewellers and watch-
makers of Geneva have not yet come to
terms with their employers. At a general
mecting, held on the 19th of last month,
it had been resolved to refuse the terins of
9} hours oftered by the masters; and only
ten persons voted against the prolongation
of the strike. Besides stipulating that a
day’s work shounld not ¢xceed nine hours,
the jewellers maintain that over-time should
be paid 50 per cent. extra. The coinposi-
tors of Leipzig are also still struggling
against their employers. Thesc latter sub-
mitted the detuils of the dispute to the
cmployers’ association, and this examiua-
tion was conclnded by a vote 'in faver of
resisting the demands of the men.

THE AMALGAMA TED TAILORS’ S0-
CIETY OF ENGLAND.

In issuing the seventh annual report o
the above society, Mr. Peter Shorrocks, the
general secretary, remarks :

“The number of members has increased
by 4,147, and our funds augmented by
£3,638, 10s. 3Xd. DBranches have been
formed, and local socicties have entered
the amalgamation duving the year in Aber-
gavenny, Tlkestone, Neath, Buxton, Lich-
field, Middlesbro’, Dolton, Sutton-in-Ash-
ficld, Southampton, Kirkburton, Mountain
Ash, Cheltenhain, Newark, Newport, Ponty-
pool, Rugby, Ruwtenstall, Jarrow, Grimsby,
Bacup, Croydon, Alnwick, Ilartlepool,
Wrexham, Blyth, Houghton-le-Spring,
Bridgend, Zastbowrne, Casiloford, Ports-
mouth, Greenwich, Ilaslingdon, Padiliaw,
Gloneester, Whitehaven, Burioi-on-Trent,
Dowlais, Tunbridge, Wells, Winchester,
and in London. Tlhus the number of branch-
es bave increased by 45, .

[n our ast annual report we stated thas
the exeeutive had heen engaged on several
matters of importance to the trade, and
were paving the way to still greater pro-
gress.  You will now bs gratificd to know
these words are not tlippant promises, but
that the cxecaiive have used their utmost
endeavours, and with economy, redeet their
proaiise, Our labors have not ouly hew
dirvected to the strengthenity of onv society,
and inereasing its funds and influciee, but
the main ohject of owr association huing
aeo of the gen-

cral interest of thoe trde, we e by our
extended unity hoen enabled to o gain wl-
vanees in wages to the oxtent of £
per year to our trade.

e

Iay of €366 11s. 1d.

We have registered ouz rafes under the
Trades Union Act, thus receiving tho pro-
tection of the law for our funds, sad so
making the zociety a strong and lezally
acknowledged unity, instead of o feeble,
uncsrinin future, at the sy of those who
choose Lo practice npon us, and tray
any stray Acts of Pondinmaont,
whims of magistraies, {or

4

inyg to

redress. Wo have

miy in fature wse to our advauntage, wd no
doubt will bo brought wndar the considera-
tion of thie execulive

The general summary of the accounis will
show amotuts paid for sickness, travelling,
and [unerals.

of our society will bo observed, if we take
into consideration that the averago paid
during the year 1871 for sick was 7s. 10d.,
and for funerals about 3s. 4d. per member,
whilst the past year (1872) shows an average
of about 5s. Gd. for sick, and for funerals a
little under 2s. 3d. per member.—Enylish
Euchang Je. ' :

THE INCR
T

ASING WEALTH OF
E WORLD.

We aro at present in such a stage of the
development of the industry of all civilized
nations that the increase in producing ca-
pacity far outstrips increase of population,
go that the amount produced and consumed
on an average by every person far exceeds
in quantity and value that which was ever
before known. It should not be lost sight
of that only food, fuel, and clothing are
entirely consumed, but that all the other
products of industry are utilized for build-
ing and manufacturing, by which opera-
tions nothing in reality disappears ; but, on
the contrary, the value of the manufac-
tured material is increascd. Thus the stone
and timber are transformed into dwellings
and furniture, the iron into railreads,
engines, and steamships, and the produce
of metallurgy iinto all kinds of tools and
machinery, .all much more valuable than
the material used to produce them ; so that
in their case the value of property is raised
by two steps, first by the production of the
raw material, sccond, by the use of thisin
making the objects desired. Even the fuel
consumed under the stenm Doiler of a
manufactory gives more than its equiva-
lent in the products of the mannficture;
and who will deny that the value of the
development of buman society is not worth
a great deal more than the value of the
food and other necessaries consnmed by
the human race? Therefore, strictly speak-
ing, cven in this case nothing can be con-
sidered lost, but humanity in gencral is the
coustant gainer.  So the workman who
earns his wages gives the products of his
labor back to his cuployers, & value sur-
passing that of his.-earnings, if this was
not s0, he would not have been employed ;
and thus the workn:an has, besides carning
a living for himself and his household, con-
tributed his share to the increase of the
wealth of the world. Even the Chineman
who, after several years of toil here, re-
turns to his nativd home, carrving some of
his carnings with him, if leoked at from
this point of view, leaves behind him in
the resuits of his labors a greater value
than all that he can possibly eavry oft; he
has thus been a beaeiit to us, and has the
full vicht to go where hie pleases.

If we look ut thie statistics of the hucrease
of productive eapacity in various branches
anong ditierent nations, we are especially
strnek at the developrent that has taken
place Guring the last decade.  Let us, for
ingiance, 1ake the single article of jron. In
the United States, in 1860 it wag confined
to half o million tons, while in 1870 it was
increased to over two n‘lllwn tons, em-
ploying 150,000 wovkmen; while 850,009
wen are employed to work this iron iuto
Al kinds of machines, cte., making one
willicn men employed by the ivon irdus-
uy slone e value of the s o
i ostheated ab $200.000,000, increasi

\

further labor to $L,6U0,000,06,

1w by
The pro-

work having been aceouiplished by an oui- | tons

or wayward 1
1
tearly
v :
now powers conferred upon na which we.

Aaimproveurent in the health |

£39,000 | dnction of sieel masufecture in Gereeny
T whole of bis ] i3 still more startling ; in ISH0 anly 250
worth threo !
Pinillions of dellars, was vroduced by 4,000 |

s of . afactered steel,

wnile

workmen, 1870, 2,000, worth
twenty wpillions of dollaes, was the resuls
of iho Yaber of 14,000 worken.

Let us take a tolally ditfercnt
cheene o in 1800 million
\imll ed from !

anch,

OHTY prannly of
chieest weve wore to liur_;
Jind, s in Jb.() seven apillion peands

Noew York alone has now
1,001 circere manufactories, whicl
use i’u, mitk of more than 250,000 cows,
mial therelrom 86,000,600 pounds  of
ul:LL'se which is 1,000 po llldb of cheese for
every three cows.  The cheese production
of the whole United BStates is now over
100,000,000 pounds, of which 60,000,000

are expovted.

mlate of

hh ¥

i at the present moment.

wrial o

3,000,000 pounds, while little Holland,
which used to be the principal checse pro-
ducing country of the world, exports at
prescat 25,000,009 pounds. This latter
fact suggests the extent which the cheese
production of the United States may reach
in the course of years,and the wealth which
its exportation will bring back, as the Hol-
landers used to boast that their cheese
production alone was more valuable and
reliable than a gold mine, very few of which
surpassed the Dutch cheese in the profits
realized.

We could easily fill many pages with
other illustrations of the immense incrense
of the production which, as it continually
far outstrips the increase in population,
cannot fail to increase the sum total of
valuable property. This view of productive
capacity and its resulis is the best argn-
ment against that conservative class of peo-
ple who sometimes raise their voice against
useful inventions and new patents, under
pretext that such improvements often take
the bread out of the mouth of the work-
men, who are unable to compete with hand
labor against machine labor. Experience
has proved that all such fears are totally
groundless, and in every case have the ma-
chines which increased production been a
blessing in the end, giving more labor and
higher wages to those using them than they
could obtuin by {heir nvimproved methods
and much swaller productive capacities.
So since the art of printing has superseded
manual copying, there are probably a thous-
and printeis for every manuscript writer
of the olien times: when at a recent period
the sewing machine superscded a great
many of the most te:lious duties of the
seamstress, the prophecy that its use would
mmpoverish a large class of women who
male their living was not fulfilled. On
the contrary, the sewing machine has been
a benefit o]l ronnd ; and so it must be with
every invention which enlarges the total
amount of the valuable products of labor,
and therefore contributes its share to vhe
world's wealth.

- ————

ADAM SMI’I‘H ON COMBINATION OF
EMPLOYLRS,

One hundred years ago Adamm Swmith
treated with unrivalled lucidity on many
of the quesiions which$till agitate master
and workman.

Adam Smith is an authority universally
submitted to, and I think the roaders of
the WorkyMax may like to sce o part of
that whicly is more immediately interesting
The following ex-
tracts are taken from the ¢ Wealth of Na-
tions,” ‘ouk 1 Chap. 8.—*“ Of the wages of
Labor !’ )

?\'Iu.sters are always and everywhore in a
sort of tacit but uniform combination not
tos raise the wages of labor above their ac-
tual vate. To violate this combination is
averywhere a most unpopular action, and a
sort of reproach to a master wmong his
neighbors and equals.  We seldom, indecd,
hear of this combination, because it is the
usuzl, and one may say the natural, state
¢f luings which nobody ever hears of,
3isiors, too, sometimes enter into particu-
- nbinations to sink the wages of labor
L tlow, this rivte.
are atnavs condueted with the ut-
e and seeresy. till the moment of
exceution @ oand when the worimen yield,

fnaustey,
mpieve
ment b reeeives,

and the
condition, end of ending his days, perhaps,
Englind cxports, saweely ! in case aind  plenty, animates him to exort)

5 de, withent roaistance,
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Such ¢com-
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creournge

that strength to the utmost. Where wages
are high accordingly, we shall find the
-workman more active, diligent, and ex=
peditious than where they are low ; in Eng-
land, for exanple, than in Scotland ; in the
neighborhood of great towns, than in re-
mote country places. Some workmen, in-
deed, when they can earn in four days what
will maintain them through the week, will
be idle the other three. This, however,

by no means the case with the grea.ter part.
‘Workmen, on the contrary, whert they are
liberally paid by the piece, are very apt to
overwork themselves, and to ruin their
health and constitution in a few yoars, A
carpenter in London, and in some other
places, is not supposed to last in his utmost
vigor above eight years, Something of
this kind happens in many other tradesin
which the workmen are paid by the piece,
as they gencrally are in manufactures, and
even in country labor, wherever wages are
higher than ordinary. Almost every class
of artizan is liable to some peculiar infirm-
ity occasioned by excessive application to
their peculiar species of work. Eaccssive
application during four days of the week is
frequently the real cause of the idleness of -
the other three, so much and so loudly
complained of. Great labor either of mind
or body continucd for several days together
is, in inost ien, naturally followed by a
great desire of relaxation, which, if not re-
strained by force, or by some sirong neces-
sity, is almost irresistable, It is the call
of nature which requires to be relieved by
some indulgence, some times of cach only,
but sometimes, t0o, of dissipation and di-
version.

“If itis not complied with the conge-
quences are often dangerous and sometimes
fatal, and such as almost always, sooner or
Iater, bring on the peculiar infirmity of the
trade. If masters would always listen to
the dictates of reason and humanity, they
would have frequently oceasion rather to
mederate than to animate the application
of many of their workmen. 1t will be
found, I belicve, in every trade that the
man who works so moderately as to be
able to work constantly, not only prescrves
his health the longest, but, in the course
of the year, executes the groatest quantity
‘of work.”

'

RADES GUILD OF L&

ARNING.

On Saturday o ecting was held at the
oftice of the Working Men’s Club and In-
stitute Union, 160, Strand, for the purpose
of taking steps for the formation of a Trades
Guild of Learning, to promote the technical
and higher education of skilled workmen.
Lord Lyttelton occupicd the chair, Mr.
Stwart having delivered an able specch upon
the subject, the following resolution, on
the motion of the Rev. Henry Solly, second-
ed by M. Mair, was unanimously adopted,
¢ Phat in the opinion of this meecting it is
desirable to form a trade guild of learning,
with o view of promoting the delivery of
lectures and the formation of clusses to as-
sist the members of trade societies (and
other skilled workien) in acquiring know-
ledlge of history, political ceonowmy, techni-
cal education, as weil as of literature,
science, aud art generally, That the various
trades unions in the United Kingdom be
invited to connect themselves with this
guild, by a small annual puyment, which
shounld give a1l their members admission to
certain courses of lectures and to clusscs,

cither withoat payment or on reduced
toins, also to the libraries and reading

rooms, discussions, and sqcial meetings
where there can be provided by the guitd.
“hat if the requisite funds can be obtained,
sn agent commanding the confidence of
trade socictics be engaged to visit their
odzo meetings by permission, and invite
sheir support for the foregoing objects.”
After some discussion, a provisional com-
witte was formed for the purposo of carry-
ing out the desired objects.—English Ex~
change. '

Books, Pamphlots, losters, Handbills,
and Job Printing of every description, ex~
ceuted at: the Oxranro WorkumaN office.




