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ihe linme has arrived when someiting in ibis direction ought ta be donc.
Il i a lamentable lact that as things caist we can scarcety do an honest,
legltimate business. and pay on cents Ia the dollar. [. making this gate-
ment; I am saying what I know to be troe, and doubtless numbers of your
readers can bear me out In what L say. This deploraible condition of
affairs is eaused by the css thai my friend and your correspondent, Mr.
Plggott. il. your last issue. referred to-who suddenly conqeive the idea that
they will go " bossing," and who have not ane cent of capital to put In the

business in which they intend to embark, and who consequenuy have noti.
Ing o kose should they fail, as so many et thent do to the discomftire of
their creditors. The latter, however. are entitled to very little sympathy.
This state of things ls far (rom being fair ce t honestcontrcor, who is tins
handicapped. How is it posble foc him to do a legitimate busmess?

How can tils sate of thiegs be amended ? may- be ahe. There are
main ways and means which could be employed. I think right here Is
where the proposed BaUdets and Contractos' Association couid work
effectulty to remedy the prsent state of thtogs. My lirst suggestion is:
No man abould he allowed to become a member util he has frst proved
himself to be skiled In bis particular business, and to have a good reputa-
lion In the community. Secondy, the dealers and mercbants could mater-
alt assist us. snd in doing to would beeit themselmies on we, by not
giving credit ta cen without firit baving ascertained rhether they arc
worthy of it. i claim If this was done i would be of vast benefit both ta
contractors, merchants and alo ta proprietors. The latter would not
then, as now, be put to incnvenience by liens tleng placed en their build-
ings. In the third place, the architecta could and should assist us in every
way n'thir power.

Pardon me If I appear to digress a tite trum the subject just now. i
noticed In your Match Issue an article froco my friend F. G. Rastrick.
architect. In which he wteds up by saying " We are determined with the
aid of our bother architects In the province to toise the gais of the prio-
fession at is proper leV" I was right glad ta sec thai the achiteets had
conte ta chat determination, becase if Ihep cy ien ot, 1 am very sure the
status o contractor and builders will ao be raised tol ts proper level, and
at the shoddy work nom being done on buildings wil be abolished, and as
a coseiquence. the shoddy montracors also, which would he a lasting bene-
fit ta ait parties concered. Pardon me if I have trespassed i oo mch on
your valuable paper. but I muid nt resist chu temptation which you put
in my sty of ventiating my feelings. Trusting to bear from many others
on what I consider to b a subject of vital importance, I am,

Yours ttuly,
ALPRED iANNAFoRD.

SUGGESTIONS FOR BUILDERS.
BY OWEN B. MAGNiîNts.

IN riing framed walls. Il is best when possible, o raise the framing in
seotions cnstead of putting up single sticks. the usual practice. For

Instance, In raising an end wall. the rcorer post, gins and braces (if they
are fmmed an). should be put together sd dmw-pinned and the whole ben(
raised at once. In ordinary work a man at earch post will be enough ta
raise Ic. with a rape and n tian putling attaced ta the centre of the girt.
Temporary board brames an be nailed on to seente the posts plumb when
they are upright. Afte the opposIte bent l raised, the cross tics are ralsed
up and slipped int their metises and pinned. Crooked and bent studs
should alwys be set In position with their hollow side out, as the boarding
mill draw them forward and make a srught sorties on the face of the wall,
whereas, i the round sides be.kept out ic witt be Hable ta rder the wail
buggy ad oevon. At window and doue studs shoLd be double and care
should be taken to kep thec back far enough. or caher to make the win.
dow opening wide enough to ensure at least a34 Inches betwen the back of
the pulley nilte In theIrame and the stud, aise ta hanc the face of the stud
elither stmight or ai least holtow, this belig donc to liae rom enough to
allow the cash weights to rtn. Door studs should always be straight.
Pitched bridging In partitions is Infinitely preferable ta straight, as the set.
tement of the partition will tighten the lormer Wen the later Wi gelt looser
aid crck the wal as it seuces don. Each piecepught to fit weil against
iach stud, and bc marked at each opening. If the walls are high, four Inch
partitions should have a double row of bridging, as the joists are vert
springy on their liat, and the bridging stileos them s great deal.

Anober important precaution le ta mark the exact positions of the studs
on the BtoN with a piece of chlk, or black nd ; the object In doing ibis
le that ait Wi save carpentr a lot of time souiding the wal to find them,
and prevent the soft plaser fron being mrked when putting down base or
ntlig on chair rail, etc. Brick walt spmeve furring ought in ai cases to be
mare toeugh thon It usualy k, that Is (o sar Wlil neled Into the brick
olts and spaced for the lathe. 1 is ton had to put extra .xpense on the

cSntracting plasterer by shaking tie futing and plaster ait to piaces when
the carpenter is putting On his base or chair rail, musing more patching,
especaly Wnere hard Wood tries c specified, which jars more i nailing.
When It can bc managed. t would recommend boilders te do ail the frding
foc base before the plnster is put on; 34 serap sitlps eit doi admirably, and
It wlt moe the wood work At nicely against the plaster, but I would not
fover the practice Of setting wiadow and dor jambe befolire t white toat
ts applied, as not only are they liable te be spettered over with plaster. but
the edges and attises are in danger of being broken off, spoing the ap.

pearance of the work. 'I he pinn. however, bas lis merit, as I makes tha
plaster corne fair with the edges, and cnsures the trim tting close against,
but it ought not ta b followed even in common work.

While writing on this subject let me advise builders ta sec that their
jmbs are gai oui wide enough ai the stop or miii, te span the pliaser Whe
they are set in the building. There is agretdea of time lot when ihese ave
narrow, becaue the plaster b to be dug off ta make the csings come fair
on the face. If there be a double foor it ibst to put th base down lIrst
and ta Ait the finishing floor up against is face. by ibis mens providing
.gainst the liability ai the base ta shrink and show the joint ai the noar.

le baltoon ramling it la not umut ta ue braces of ny description, but
even though ibis be the roie, a house is scrcely mcil frared without a
brace of some kind. Some baUders in the Saie of New York Insert a brace
ai each angle, the upper end of whlh Aits nder the girt and against the
corner-nost, and the lower end sits on the sti about a fe or meo fron the
corner-post. This gives a very effective brace and costs titie, as onr ne
walt stud has to be ctto it. It is generaty made of at alstrip.

(Cetrespodece o the Ceeocan Aocuîcrr con BUtLsRo.

BUILDING prospects are considered very good. 
Much work which

was ,placed In the hands of thle architecte a year ago, when a drop is
prices of building materis was anticipatpd, and withdrawn when prices re-
fused ta drap, wilt be carried out this seaon. The tnrgest structure te
be erected will be the new hospital. A large numb.r of residences will
be built.

Plans are being prepared for alterations to block on Beavur Hall Hill to
cait $3.oS. for two new houseson Derclster Si., west, e rosit $6,ooo each;
and stores on S. Catharines St. West, ta con about $5.ooo. Mr. P. Wil.
Iiais the architect.

The Departmnt of Publie Works, Ottawa, ha bien asked to adopt the
scheme for the construction of a canil tram abort Victoria bridge to a point
opposite Loucherlle Island as che beit means of preventing floods.

Mr. Roswue Fisher will erct a five soy apartment house ai the cine
of Sherbrooke and Crescent Sis, The structure will be built of conce and
red brick, ad s desigaed t be Lire proof. Ech floor wili contain four
homes. eah hane consisting of kitchen, nald's pancry. bath and W. C. and
fron tour ta seven famitly rooms.

The Council is ta be petidoned ta sanction lite widening of*St. Lawrenco
street to be continued north of Sherbrooke. The average e ftrsain width
would be 5 feet. The value et rof d te be expropriaed would he $30,oo0
and the vealue of buildings about $3oo.o. It is proposed tbat the costi of
the work, about $5o.oo should be assessed equ 1lly upon the property.
owners and the city.

WININIPEO.
(Corresdmeeofthe CocaatAc ARcmccîvr ans DcI.tmn.)

Our city lachers seem afraid ta come t u decision re "-The Market
Competition," and they have made a regular mess of it. They firit ofatl
advertised fer competitlve designs on such idiculous conditions, that none
of the architects wouid subit plans. The Couneil then amended their le.
solution to suit the architects, and on tte dch 0f March six dilleent designs
were recelvd by them. Now they do hnt e k what to do withthm. The
committue rcommendedc one, of the designs, and chen changed iheir minds
and wished ai the digns to b remrned and new one made, as they had
decsded to pull down the old building. Now it is ail rerred ton expert (?).
This expert is one afour city cntetors. Thatti te counel arc doing their
he te gasi the profession, ns whait most people would think upon reading
an of the resolutions la regard to e cmpetition.

The Provincial Goernment have Invited six architects in the Province te
submit designs in ink, ta ai 34 Inch scale and bill of quantiles, for a rfor.
matory, ta cost $2oooo; a home for incurables, ta cost $rouo; and a
deaf and dumb aylum, ta coit $5,oo; all tt ce of solid brick with stone
foaundations and basenent. These designs are te go i an the toth, î7th,
and a4 th list. It le ta he hoped the Goernment wtil decide on cheir arhi-
cet as swon as possible. or contractors and men will be looking elsewhere
for work, as there are not any other jobs of consequence actually decided
ouso.

Mr. Fisher will erect a Private residence of stoneo co si $S.coo. Tie
Methodists of Mlosemin intend t bild a church ibis season. Mr. H n.
derson of Carberry, la building asmall house. The trussees of theChildrens
home wili build a new hone. Mr. Van Allan is buiding a prince house.

A BUILDING BUREAU.

O NE of o0r correspondents writes as fotllows: t 1 am glad to sec hat
the Tormnto Clip Councit te considering e building by.law-an ordi-

nance which is urgently neded in ibis city-and It is with satisfaction chat i
observe the nmes of Iwo of our teading acchitects on -th speciat committee
which la dealing with lts contrucion.

The plumbing by-law ras let very much co the tender mercles of provi-
dence In lis tast stages. No professional men wen on the committee. with
the resuit thot there were a number ot conditions introduced inca t iwhich a
professional mind could bave rectified and eliminated. The Architecturat
Gund, which we soon hope ta recognice under a mare cosmopohtn name

April, îSSp


