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same editors to g lance over the American
service papers tbey migbt wake up to the
fact that any moment may see an Amnen-
can army at aur doors, that a powder
train is laid to wbich at any tîme the
match may be set an start the struggle
for which Americans-for reasons best
known ta thiemselves-seem ta be pining.

Some idea of thefeeling in the United
States may be gathered from the follow-
ing article from the Arniy and Navy
journal of New York:

" L JONG; ROLL! SOI.'N i H.J'

President Cleveland's pati iatic message
an the \'enezuelan situation met an
entbusiastic reception in Congress. In
botb bouses it was received witb cheers
and applause, wthout regard to party
lines. Republicans were fully as enthu-
siastic in their applause of the message
of the Democratic President as were Mr.
Cleveland's most ardent supporters in bis
own party. The President's firm and
straigbtiorward message is an unmistak-
able notice to Great Britain and to al
the world that the United States wilI be
governed by the principles laid down by
President Monroe, in which be enunciat-
ed the doctrine of non-interference by
European nations in American affairs,
which bas since been known by bis name.

The message is capable of but one
interpretation, whicb is that Great Britain

having deflnitely refused ta submit the
boundary dispute ta arbitration, the ad-
ministration accepts that refuisai as final
and is prepared ta ascertain the true
boundary between Venezuela and British
Guiana and, having once settled this, ta
defend Venezuela from British aggressian,
even though it should be necessary ta
draw the sword in (lefence af this position.

The heanty and universal applause with
wbich the concluding words ai the Presi-
dent's message were greeted in both
bouses of Congress were an indication
that botb political parties wvould support
him in any steps he might find it neces-
sary to take. There wvas also a great sig-
nificance in the action of the house n
Wednesday, when, ater short speeches
by Mr. Hitt, on the Republican sîde, and
Mr. Crisp, on the I)emocratic side, Mir.
Hitt's bill appropriating $ioo,ooo to de-
f ray the expenses af the commission was
passed without a single dissenting vote.
1 t shewed that the popular branch of Con-
gress stood readv ta a man to support the
President, though he belanged ta the
politicàl paîty opposed ta the vast major-
ity ai the House. The President's mes-
sage bas hrought Congress face ta face
witb a realîzation that war with Great
Britaîn is not an impossibility, and bas
directed the attesition af Senators and Re-
presentatives ta the înadequacy of the
prescrnt military and naval establishments
ta ineet the issue that may be thrust upon
theru. T he seriousness of the situation
is such that it is fullv realized by nmen wvho
in former Gongresses have apposed ade-
quate provision for the Arniiy and Navy.
\Vhether war finally ensues between the
United States and Great Britain or nat,

the effect of this vivid presentation af the
necessity for preparatian for war cannat
but resuli. in benefit ta bath the Army
and Navy. Representative Hll, of lowa,
speaking ai the prospects for Army legis-
lation in viewv of the strained relations
between the U.nited States and Great Bni-
tain, said it showed the absolute necessity
of baving at least a skeleton Army or.
ganizatian which in time of war could be
quickly filled ta a war footing and put the
nation in possession af a force of some
importance. If the present situation was
maintained Congress %vould flot only pass
a bill providing for a rearganization of the
army on modern unes, but would at the
samne tîme make a consîderable increase
in its strength. He believed one of the
mast beneficial resuîts that would follow
the awakening ofiCongress ta a realization
of the present lack ai preparatian for war
wotild be the adoption ai a liberal policy
in providing for caast defenses.

Friends of the Navy are aiso much en-
couraged as ta the outlook, as it practi-
cally assures liberal provision by the pre-
sent Congress for continuing the building
of new vessels and for the increase in the
enlisted force, wbich is badly needed.
The passage of a satisfactory personnel
bill is aiso regarded as probable.

One immrediate effect ai the war scare
bas been the introduction inta the Senate
and House of bills appropriating $100,-
ooo,ooo ta be imirediately available for
constructirig fortifications and procunring
100,000 infantry rifles, 1,ooo field guins,
and flot ta exceed 5,000i guns for fortifi-
cations

Our legislature wiIl be imseeting in the
course ai a few days and it is ta be boped
that it will at once repair its apatby ai thîe
past on militia matters and take vigorous
measures ta increase the effectiveness ai
the milîtia.

it is in times lîke these that it can be
impressed on the country that there are
cheaper ways ai saving money than by
cutting down the already toa imnited 16
days drillita eighit, that il is cheaper ta
bave aur national defensive force armed
with a more modern weapon than the aId
sniders, condenined by the English war
office since confideration, that it is
cheaper ta have good modern equipments
in store, than ta have ta keep regimients
from the front for weeks and weeks in
case af unexpected trouble, (ani that is
the wvay il always conies) for lack ai piro-
per orîfit :

INIr. Editor, Canadians shotild insist
that their representatîves at ()ttawa do
their duty ta their country, evei at the
cost ai depriving saine aifilîir polîtical
followers ai saine ai their " boodle " and
perquisîtes and now is their opportunity
for doing soi C.NN .

Imiperial Defenses.
'l' the Eitoi'u AXiiN iofLIYO a i

Siiz,-.Somie tine ago 1 bad written,
and was about sending you a letter con-
taining îny vie'vs on Canadas obligation
as a member ai the empître, ta came inta
line an the question afinItperial defense.
The immediate occasion of my remarks
was the utterance by the Colonial Secre-
tary, Mr. Chamberlain, ai bis nov well-
known views an the duty ai the colonies,
ta contrtbute ta the support of the fleet.
1 intended ta show that Canadas nmst
effective contribution ta Iniperial defense
would be the adoption ai a wise and far-
reaching policv as ta the militia. That
had Canada a definite unit ai troops, wel
disciplined, armed. and equipped. and

ready for service in the field at short no-
tice ; that were ail the necessary reserves
of warlike stores for such a unit in the
country and available for emergency ;
tint were there a ivell considered systein
for the rapid enrollment and eipment
of the flgliting strengtb aifCanada la
immense deal would bave been acconi.
plishd s0 far, as Canada's immediate duty
ta the empire is concerned. In short, that
it was Iiîgh time that aur people wake uip,
insisted on tborough efficiency in the mi-
litia, and took the necessary steps ta se-
rure il

1 was flot surpnised ta find that lîttle
or no notice was taken af Mr. Chamber-
lain's hints, and certainly fia reierence
bas been nmade ta the question by aur
"'statesiinen," who have sînce had con-
siderable opportunity of instructing the
electorate an their duty on other ques-
tions. I therefore put away my article,
convinced tbat nothing froni my obscure
pen wvould arouse aur- people ta their plain
duty. My rellections took a better turn
wben I thaught ai the multitudes ai Cana.
dians, fond on every possible occasion of
praclaiming their love ai British connec-
tion, determined as they say, ta do noth-
îng ta imperîl it, truculent at tirnes ta
their near neighbors on this continent as
seerningly secure under the mantle ai
England, vigorous in their denunciation
of ail "annexationists" and "traitars,"
not besîtatîng at tîmes ta stîgniatize
by these harsh epithets a large number ai
their own feilow countrymen, and yet
wîliing ta aliow their "statesmen,»
(Heaven save the mark>' , ta starve, yes,
actually starve, the few iiiitianiien-tlîe
country's anly contribution ta theit' own
defence or that by the empire.

What an oppartunity foir a bî'oad-
minded public man ta make this country
ring with denriciations ai aur paliticians
who are so fond ai arragating ta thern-
selves the exclusive possession ai loyalty
at election uînes, and who allaw the mi-
ltia ta starve at ail tîmes.

Mi'. Editor, by bîrtb and training 1 be-
long ta the party known arnang us as
Grits, and I assure you the moral discip-
line învoived in hardening myself calînly,
ta be inclucied among thie so-called "'trait-
ors" and "annexationists" as pî'aclaîmied
hetreabouts by ail the second rate politici-
ans, lias not been pleasant. I could bear
it the more equabîy were the party aifrny
choice in opposition ta any large measure
ai Canadian defence advocated by aur op-
panients. 1 ar nont ashamed ta say that
wviîh the "'hale rmserabie business aff party
l)olitîcs, as conducted in Canada, 1 for
one, and 1 arn only af the manv, arn
heartily sick. 1 look in vain aînang aur
public mnen foi' one who cai'es a bawbee
for the lîigh dutics to whicis Canada is
called as a member ai the empire, judg-
ing by the paucity ai their deeds and flot
by their occasional eipty high'st'ýnding
wvords.

However, be that as it may, tlîk Canada
ai ours lias corne ta to tA? parting ai the
ways. The Cleveland message and the
44war scare" of the last few days have
shawn or slîould certaînly suggest ta oui,
people in the most emphatic possible way'
aur plain dut%.

\Vill aur politicians. soon to assemble,
give over for a while at any rate the
scr'unl>le for place and po-wer, the bandy-
ing of enptying wvords, and pause long
enougli ta face the condition in which we
are placed ; ta considei' calmily whether it
is not about timne tc put oui' commnon
country in a position ta deiend itself ': ta
gîve its earnest matiful attentions to the
ilitia it has neglected sa long: in shoîl,

ta prov'e that aur bo;îsted pride in Ihit 1slî
cannectioli is not a oruui ai but a vital,
living farce ? \e shiai sec, and let tlheml
be well aware thiat the eye af the country
.is uipon them (;,


