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Again, “Msjor, bave you anything like
this 7’ introducing Weyman’s score. At
that time Pearce was only Captain. The
highest score and the largest majority in
tbe history of the Kolapore Match was
that of the Mother Country lact year, when
the team put together the extreordinary
total of 741 againet 696 made by the Caan-
adian representalives. Of courece, this
was with the Martin Heary, and at Bisley.

A word as to the Major’s  presenti-
ment.” Of the two thousand competitors
in the Queen’s competition, a very large
percentage annually give expreesion to the
precentiment that they are to win the
prize, but they all fail to materialize, ex-
cept one. Reapectfully yours

Jas. H, Simpsox.
Toronto, April 23rd, 1894,
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Attack versus Defence.

In the wunavoidable absence of Field-
Marshall Sir J. Lintorn, A. Simmons,
G.C.B., G.C.M.G., Colonel Trotter, Com-
manding Grenadier Guardr, presided on
Tuesday last at the Royal United Insti-
{ution cn ihe cccacion of a lecture, dis-
playing much originality of thooght, teing
delivered by Captain F. N. Maude, lae
Royal Engineers, on “Attack or Defence
S trategically and Tactically Considered.”

The lecturer first argued that, given two
armies equal in all other respects, except
in the national conception attaching to the
word ‘““ duty,” then that Army in which
duty is most highly developed will be
ready for action firet, and to utilise the
gain of time must beccme the asrailant.

In connection with the Cavalry, Csptain
Maude drew attention to the coueequences
that the pursuit of duty—for duty’s sake—
en'ails in this arm. Men fizhi'ng on their
own feet may make up in a variety of
wayp, by fapalicism, innate persoral
bravery, elc., for neglect of minor details
of duty in peace time; but with the
mounted Services, particularly the Ca-
valry, the horace reflect with matl ematical
accuracy the precise degree with which
theee minor duties have been carried out,
always prcvided that the system on which
these details are based is a correct one.
Given equally good syetems, the more
punctilicus diecharge of duty will ensure
superior coudition, superior mobility, and,
finally, superior cohesion in the charge.

Assuming that the Cavalry of the
allacking force has demonstrated its eu-
periority, and in proportion to the degree
in which that superiority has been proved,
the defender canoot tell precisely, on which
two miles of his front out of the available
twenty the ehock is about to fall. He, the
defender, must therefore be equally pre-
pared at all pointe, and the bulk of his
recerves are consequently constrained to &
central position,

The deferder’s Cavalry havieg been
decisively beaten—as tbe lecturer demon-
etrated they would be—the aseailants can
slart boldly out to the front, ecreened and
protected againet possible ambush or sur
prise by their own horsemen, Choosing

their own positions, within limite, and
practically simultaneously;, some twenty
miles of batteries (twelve to the mile) un-
limber and the Artillery duel commencea.

The defender musi either renounce his
position and come out and attack him zelf,
when the gunners simply limber up and
trot out of the way, or he must stand still
to be pounded at, when it becomes more
or less a case of machines againet human
nerves,

Here another dilemma is reached by the
defender. Either he has constructed his
epaulements before-hand, and his guns
are ready in poeition, when it may happen
that the agsailant appeara in an unexpected
direction, necessitating a change of front
and the abandonment of the works con.
etructed—a case that has frequently oc-
curred in war—or his batteries are he'd
back in hand under cover till the intentions
of the other side have disclosed themselves,
and then are compelled to come intoactioa
under fire—a proceediog which can hardly
b2 undertaken without heavy loss. Of
course, the eame applies to a considerable
extent to the assailant, oaly the latter
enjyys a3 8 rule a far wider choice, bath
of time and position, aud is therefore more
likely to effect his purpoze without serious
ipjuary,

Both side3 will now soon be engaged in
o Leavy caunonade, and, under cover of
the confusion, the assailaui masses his
forces for the decisive blow opposite the
point of his own choice, the bulk of the
Infantry being retained far back to the
rear, and under cover, The corps Artii.
leries of the two Reserve corps trot up to
the front. As they near the guns already
in action the latter raise their fire to the
utmost inteneity possible, and whilst the
enemy’s front is hidden by the smoke aod
dust of bursting shells the new arrivals
souad the gallop, dash through the iater-

vals in the first line, away down the slope, .

uniimbering some 1,000 yards closer in.
There is now on a front of some two miles
a numerical superiorily of two to one in
gune, and, assuming anythiog approaching
equality of skill in the gunuers ou either
side, the resull cannot long be doubtful.

Even leaving the Artillery out of account
altogether, allowing the two Infanteries to
4zhbt it out without interference, and as-
suming the conventional glacis-like slope,
and making any further allowances that
may be desired, only assuming equality of
armament a8 the one eesential element of
the problem, it is perfectly certain that the
attacking side will not be stopped at the
extreme range of the rifle. The2y will not
cbeck for the first men who falls, or for
the eecond. How far they will go will
depend on their discipline, which again is
s product Iargely aflected by the factor of
“ duty.” Ultimately, for a given etandard
of discipline they will reach a given limit
of distance, still preserving the power of
centrolled fire, Thea they will halt and
reply to the enemy, and it must be obvious
that the nearer they get, and the greater
the cootrol, the more effective will that
reply be. )

In proportion as this reply iv more or
less effzclive the enemy’s bullets will come
io less numbera and witk less accuracy,
If, therefore, the percentuge of loss with
which the limit g was reached by them

wag, eay, 2, then a following line will
reach the same limit with a less loes,
z' Vthan 2, a third line will suffer less
atill. and soon. 8o that, ultimately, given
a suffizient number of lines, the attainment
of a fire superiority is 8 mathematical cer-
taioty. Of course, the other side can feed
up troops in the same way, but it is evident
that since he cannot know at what point
to hold his reserves in readiness, the feed
will not work with the same regularity
and precision as on the side which has en-
joyed the option of choice and the power
of pre arrangement.

Regarding ¢ formations,” Captsin Mau-
de, afler examining some practical exp-r-
ieaces, observed that to keep the man in
haud, the best formation is the column ;
but to develop the maximum fire power,
that colum must deploy, and deployment
means Joss of time at the most critical
moment, with consequences familiar to all
students of the Peuinsula and Waterloo.
Is il not Dbetter, Captain Mande asked, to
take the mean and employ the line? For
the regimental officer, everything hinges
on bringing the men he personally com-
mands up to the shortest possible range
compitible with controlled fire. That
range need not necesiarily be the fiial
range, and, in 8o far, it i8 not the decisive
one. But it is the decisive one in fact,
notwithstanlieg, for if one does not attain
the first fire superiority, one will certainly
pever survive to reach the subsequent
stages,

Ia the 0'd days when men went to the
wars as regularly every summer as we
now go to the mivmavres, many things
which are dark now to us were clear to
them. Experience had taught them that
in the few weeks at their dispasal steadiness
could not be overdone ; it by chance it
wasg, then the bullets of the next campaiga
soon restored the equilibrium, But whean
the conditions altered, and war became
the occasional—the very occasiona'—pur-
euit of the soldier, and peace his chronic
emplovment, and as the exporience of the
battle field ceased by lapse of time to ia-
fluence the conduct of the drill masters,
this over-smurtness hecame a positive
danger, and Captaioc Maude declared that
he for one was not disposed to throw
stones at those who, twenty years ago,
revolted agaiust the pedantry of the bar-
rack-square marlinet, though he con-
cidered we had gone further thah was wise
in this direction, and that it was the high-
est time we copied the Germans again;
and braced ourselves up.

If in the Napoleonic era la morale est
pour les trois-quarls, theu in theze days of
smokeless powder and long-range weipons
it counts for more, and hence the chances
of success are markedly the greater.

An incompetent commander may neu-
tralise by his blunders the qualities of his
troops, but these qua'ities, mainly the
preduct of their national sence of duty,
can extricate the commander ; and, more-
ove~, in proportion as the sense of duty is
more or less developed in the race, the
probabilities increase that incompetency
will not be found io the higher ranhs.

Finally, uudar existiog conditions of
society, and for many generations to come,
duty aud loyalty are practicslly synony-
mous terma. The average man requires
a concrete symbol on which to concentrate
his atteution, and that symbol for us is,
and remains, the Crown; and in the era
of warfare which is inxeorably moving
towards us, Captain Maude ventured to
predict that victory in the long run would
incline to that nation which had remained
true to a monarchical form of government.
Philosophers may reason about and sa-
crifice themselves for abstractions, eve:
for Humanity with o capital U, but the
rank aud file of the nation requires some-
thing more tangible.— United Service Gu-
zelle, April 1,



