N

404 THE PEATL

) A
HIRY

DEVOTED TO POLITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE, AND RELIGION.

) =

L4

. ay

BREAD IN THE WILDIERNESS,

EY MRS, LYDIA ¥, SICCURNEY,

A voice amid the desert !

Mot of hun,
Who in rougi garments clud, and locust-fud,
Cried to the sinful multitude, and claim*d
Fruits of repentance, with the lifted scourge
Of terror and reproof. A milder guide,
With gemler tones, doth teach the listening throng.
Benignant pity move’d him, as he saw

5l

The mode of execution varies, of course, with the nature oflhcgqywllen it was made. All that can be well ascertained is, that the
!m:ucriu!s and the taste of the author ; but the general character of mariner’s compass was rectified by degrees ; and that the English
%‘.l.c work is rathier to puint out the efleets of events thau to narrate’ had no small share in these corrections.”’

‘paiticular actions. A battle, a siege, aud siniiler deeds, are often!] The history of the ninth period, written by M. Scheell, is pro-
ccompressed ju a sentence, with the bresity of a chronclogical bably more readable, and certainly more rhetorical, than the work
tuLie ; but the rise of nunicipalities, for example, the liberation of. of Koch, but waunts his matter und his solidity.

he serfs, the great inventions of linen paper, printing, gunpowder, |

1
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&e., ure narruted at compurative length,  Again, the origin and
. . '
especially the results of the Crusades are dwelt upon ; but the ex-
ploits of the Crusaders are disn:issed briefly.  Aithough ncither the

merit of Koek nor the value of his work is to be judged of piece-i

WOMAN’S WIT,

I

The foliowing dramatic passage is concerning Gustavus Vasa,

‘I'he shepherdless and pour.  He knew to touch

"The springs of every nature.  The bigh love :ull adapted—we will take an extract as a speciiien of his exhaus-
tive manuer, and the informution he crowds into a small space.
'And we seleet the invention of gunpowder and the mariner’s com-
puss, because they are important discoveries, whose origin is very

wuch misapprebended in common compilittions.

Of Heaven, he humbled to the sinplest child,
Aud in the guise of parable, allur’d

The sluggi-h mind, to follow truth and live.

They whom the thunders of the Law had stunn'd,
Wolke to the Gospel's melody, with tears,

Aud the glad Jewish mother held her babe

High in her arms, that its voung eye might greet
Jesus of Nuzareth,

** Next to the invention of printing, there is no other that so
nuch arrests our attention as that of gunpowder ; which, by in-

I
‘trod ucing artiflery, and a new method of foriifying, attacking, and
"dcl'cnding cities, wronght a complete chunge in the whole art and
T'his invention comprises scveral discoveries
which it is necessary to distinguish from each other. 1. The dis-
covery of nitre, the principal ingredient in gunpowder, and the
cause of its detonation. 2. The mixture of nitre with sulphur
and charcoal, which, properly speaking, formns the invention of
3. The application of powder to fire-works., 4. Its
employment as an agent or propelling power for throwing stones,
bullets, ¢r other heavy and combustible bodies. 5. [ts employ-
ment in springing wines and destroy ing fortifications.

¢ All these discoveries belong to different epochs.  The know-
ledge of saltpetre or nitre, and its explosive proprieties, called
detonation, is very ancient. Most probubly it was brought to us
from the East (India or China), were salipetre is found in a na-
tural state of preparation. 1t is not less probable that the nations
of the Fust were acquainted with the composition of gunpowder
before the Kuropeans, and that it was the Arabs who first iutro-
ducced the use of it iuto Europe. The celebrated Roger Bucon,
an English monk or friar of the thirteenth century, was acquainted
Jwith the compnsition of guppowder, and its enployent in fire-
and aceording to all appearances, he

It was so still, "tactics of war.
The"® thousands cluster’d there, that not a sound
Brake the strong spell of eloquence, which held
I'he wilderness in chains @ save, now and then,
As the gale freshen’d, caume the murmar’d specch
Ofdistart Lillows, chafing with the shores
Of the Tiberian sca.

Day wore apace,

gunpowder.

Noon husted, and the lengthening shadows brought
The unexpected eve. They linger'd still,

Lyes fix’d, and lips apart :—the very breath
Constrain’d lest some escaping sigh might break
The tide of knowledge sweeping o'er their souls,

Like a strange raptur’d diean, Fhey heeded not
The spent sun, closing at the cartain’d west

His burning journey.  What was time 1o them,
Who heard entranced the Frernal Word of Life ?
But the wealk flesh grew weary.
Sharpening each feature, and to faintness drain’d

Hunger camo
works and public festivities §
ubtaingd this information from the Arsbic authors, who excelled in
" fav .
FThe employment of gunpow-
der in Europe as an agent for throwing balls and stones, isascertain-
o to have been about the commmencement of tke fourteenth century;
and it was the Arubs who first availed themselves of its advantages
From €pain, the use of gun-

Lifo's vigorous fount.  The holy Saviour felt

Compaussion for them.

Care-stricken to his side.

Bread, in this desert '’
Then, with lifted eyes

Ile biess'd, and brake, the slender store vffood,

Wondering awe,

11is disciples press

« \WWhere shall we fiud their skill of the chemical seiences.

And fed the famishd thousands.
With renovated steength uspived their souls,

in their wais against the Spaninrds.

powder and artillery passed to France, and thenee it gradualiy

‘extended over the other states of LBorope.  As to the applization

As ganzing on the wiracle, they mark’d ‘

: . s . . . pwh
.meal—for which exhibition the Revolutions of Europe is not at'i

en that distinguished monarch took refuge from the Danish
jusurper in Dalecarlis, to mature his plan for the deliverance of
ihis country :

On the little hill just mentioned, stood a very ancient habitation
;uf so simple an architecture, that you would have taken it for a
:hind’s cotiage, instead of a place that, in times of old, had been
the abode of nobility. 1t consisted of a lung farm like structure,
formed of fir, covered in a strange fushion with seales, and odd
ornamental twistings in the carved wood. DBut the spot was hal-
lowed by the virtue of its heroic mistress, who saved by her pre-
sence of mind, the life of the future deliverer of her country.
Gustavus, having, by an evil accident, been discovered in the
mines, bent his way towards this house, then inhabited by a gen-
tleman by the name of Pearson, whom he had known in the ar-
mies of the late administrator. Iere, he hoped, from the obli-
gation he had formerly luid on the officer, that he should at least
‘find a safe reireat. Pearson received him with every mark of
friendship ; nay, treated him with that respect and submniission
which noble minds are proud to pay to the truly great, when
robbed of their external honors. lle exclaimed with such vehe-
mence against the Danes, that instead of awaiting a proposal to
take up arms, offered unasked, to try the spirit of the mountain-
jcers , and declared that himself and his vassals would ke the firs
gto set an example, and turn eut under the command of his be-
[loved General. Gustavus relied on his werd, and promising not
to name himself to any, while he was absent, some days after-
watds saw Pcarson leave the house 1o put his design into execu-
tion. It was indeed adesign, and a black one. Under the spe-
cious cloak of zealous affection for Gustavus, the traiter was con-
triving his ruin.  The hope of making his court to the Danish ty-
rant, and the expectation of a large reward, induced himn to sacri-
fice his honor to Lis ambition, and for the sake of a few ducals,
violate “he most sacred laws of hospitality, by Letraying his guest.
IIn pursuance of that base resolution, he proceeded to one of
|Christiern’s oflicers commarding in the province, and informed
him that Gustavus was his prisoner. [laving committed this
his victim, but telling
;lhe Dane how to surprise the Prince, who, he said, helicved him-

treachery, he had not the coorage to face

The gather'd fragments of their feast, and heard fof munpowder to mines and the destruction of fortilied works, it
1 M J N . . . i
Such heaveniy words, as lip of mortal nian does not appear to have been in practive before the end  cf th

Had never utter’d.
Thou, whose pitying heart

'
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Tilteenth contury. 'he wtvoduciion of Lombs and mortars seoms

to have beew of an eonlior dite (1067.) The invention of these i

Yearn'd o'or the countless miseries of those Warepe is atributed o Siglanund Pandolph Malaiosta, Prince ui’

0
0!
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Lat in rance they were not in wse ! about the reign of
Muskels and matehloeks Legan to be in-

avd
withomu

Whom theu did st die to save, touch thow car souls TN

Wah the sqme spirit of entivierg love : [Couis the T histeent

Divine Redeener Daeay our fellow man, Prpsdueed enrly i the fifteenth century. "They  were

! . .- -1
sprieg-locks il 13T,

lowe er by mink or circansianee digoin™d. when for the ficst e moskas and pistols

Do as a brother, hr s Lour of aeed.

Nuriford, Conn.

“with spring-locis woere maneficiured @t Nuremberg,

)

U Sovern! elvumestances tonded 1o chieck the progress of fire-

it of artilery. Custons o ade most peo-

Carms and ihe beproven

-

- "'p!v- prefor o anetut engines of war | the consteuesion of canuan
npertoet 3 the

KOCIUS REVOLUTIONS GF EIROPL, nuanfacture of gunpowder bad 5 and
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Shere wis o very e g s ersan to the pewlv-mveated arms, as
101 euters, . -
Leeatrary to e

{ vy N . -,
bverve  Above all the keighre, whose seience was resdered com-

!
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ng standard waork fonns the test vunber of anotl _ R o
.r. e e ' b ity and caleulated 1o extingtiish military bra
prising speenlation o sapp'y the elasses below the wealihy, and -
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indeed the mavs of the peeplo, with solid hteratore ata low price

Cppletely wseless by die introdue sct themselves
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. . et . - n of fiwe-urus
and ina compact fornn. The distivguisbing feature of the < Po ’
pular Library of Modern Authors’
right editions, ata price but httle i ar ol esrecding the mored)

. . . . S DN
clegant reprints of older wriiers, so as to furmsh the poople wihy traciiie

Ii\\'l:h atl theie wizht to appose this wvention,

Yok, howoever, to preb!id copy-

< Prom voint we have just said, it is obvious tira the comnion
awblihoaseribes the favention of grupowder Lo a certain!
works before the gf-‘-*ﬂ ol m\\'vi!_\' ix worn o', or any of thetr mat-- monk ll.’lfvt;\ " Dertheld Yoehwartz, tmerils no credit whatever. 'fh.h"

An exeellent plan, it be tradition is Dounded en mere hearsay 3oand no wr agree ns.lo
Lt ke, e vouniny, of the circamsianees of this pretended in-
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teris sunorsaded or become ohsaiote,
carricd out with spirit and discrimination ¢ the st romerd bon s

. . . b Lol ] une and place whe nade this cxtra-
had to the nature of the book and its prolulle demand, instead of NOUUT 5 Lor a3 to e Line and place when he n 3

cordinary discovery.

the copyrights the publisher may have in his possession, |
This proper judgment has been exercised in the choice of the '} +¢ Lastly, the marizer’s compass, s0 cssential to the art of navi-
first number : for Koct's Revolutions of Europe is not oaly a'wation, was fikewise the production of the barbarous ages to which
valuable work in itseif, but one whese alsence cannot readily be we uaw refer. The ancients were aware of the  property of the
supplied : presenting, in a bricf <pace, a compendions nnrr.-ntivu.;'mugnc! to attract iron @ but its direction towards the poie, and the
of the events of European uistory from the hfth century, as well \'mnnncr of comuuunicuting its magretic virtues to iron and steel,
as an investization of the causes which produced them and of the were unknown even to all those nations of antiquity wilp were re-
results to which they gave rise. ’ "nowned for their navigation and conunerce. T}:is. dissu.\'cr_v is
The period treated of by Kock extends from the downfall of the usuaily attributed to a citizen of Annaifi, named Flavio Gioia, who
Western Empiie at the beginning of the filth century, till the time ' is said to bave jived about the beginaning of the fourtecnth century.
ymmedintely preceding the Ureneh Revelution. This time is di- This tadition, ancicnt though it be, caurot be admitted § bccau.se
vided into eizht epechs, cach of which the author conceives 1o we have incontestible evidencethat, Lefore this petiod, ‘lhe polarity
xmark some change in the state of Lurope.  Prefixed to his work of the lvadsione and the maguetic ncedle were inown n Europe ;
is a Lrief introduction, comtaining a precis of ancient listory ; snd and that, (fom the commencement of the thirteenth contury, the
Roch's editor, M. Scheell, has affixed a uinth period, containing Provencal wariners made use of the compass in navigation.
Furopean events of the French Revelution and the Empire, till {  ** It must be confessed, however, that we can neither pont out
~l espulsion of Napeleon in 1813 + the origical author of this valuable discovery, ror the true tme,

|
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isell under the protection of a friend, he proposod taking a wider
circuit home, while they, appareatly unknown to him, rifled it
f its conients.

t
h *¢It will be an casy matter,”" says he, * forrot

even my wife knows that it is Gustaves.”’ The officer, at the
‘head of the party of well armed soldiers, marched directly to the
Malie. 'The men invested lhp honse, while the Jeader, abruptly enter-
g, found Pearson’s wifs, according 10 the fushion of those days,
employed in enlinary preparations,

At some distanee fiom her, sat a young man in a resiic garb,
The offi-
Christicrn®s name, to demand tle
rebel Gustaves, who hie krew

i
Hopping off the knots from the broken Lraneh of a tree.
cer told her he came, in King

was coneealed under her roof.

The dauntless woman never changed coler j she immediately
‘quessed the man whom her husband had introduced as a miner's
‘son, to be the Swedizh lero. The door was blocked up by so!l-
‘diers, Iu an instanushe replicd, without once glancing at Gosta~
vas, who sat motioniess with surprise, “if you mean the melun-
;cl\(\ly gentleman my husband has had here these two days,
'he has just wallked out into the wood, on the other side of the
"hill.  Some cfthese so'diers may readily seize him, as he has no
'T'he ofiicer, not suspeeting the easy simplicity
‘of her manner, ordered part of hismen to go in quest of him. Ay
that moment, sudden'y terniag her eyes on Gustavus, she'flew

“up to him, and caiching the stick out of his band, exclaimed, in

parms with bim.””

an angry vaice, ** unmannerly wretch!” What—sit before yoor
Don’t you sec the King’s officers in the room?  Get
vut of my sight, or some of them shall give you a drubbing '
"As she spoke, she sirock him a blow on the back with all her
strength, and, opening a side door, *‘ there get into the scully,”’
‘cried she, ¢ it is the fittest place for such company !"’ and givirg
him another knock, slie flung the stick ufter him and shut the
door,  **Sure,”’ added she in a great heat, ** never worman was
‘plegued with such alout of a slave ! The officer hegged she
would not disturb herself on his account, but she, affecting grea:
reverence for the King, and respect for his representative, prayed
‘him to enter her parlor while she brought some refreshments.
The Dane civilly coinplied ; pcrhaps, glad enough to get from
the side of a shrew ; and she immediately flew to Gustavos whom
‘she had bolted in, und by means of a back passage, conducted
'himm in a moment to the bank of the lake, where the fisher’s boats
!lay, and giving bim a direction to an honest curate across the lake,
‘committed him to Providernce.

‘hetters?



