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any Ruman Catholic Government in Karope.
The sop tendered to the Protestants would

huve been supeiflious had the olaim of the
Jesuits been real.

There are now left in the Province of Qnebec
only two or at most three conslitueaocies
Protestant in sach 4 sense that their members
sre not afraid of the Gatholie vote, Two mem-
bers of the Liegislature protested, To divide
would bave been futile, and the Aot conse
quently pasrea without a division.

But by the time tbat the Provincial Act
reached the Dominion Government public feel-
ing in the British Province of Outario bad been
aronsed. All Acts of the Provineinl Legisla
tures are subject to the veto of the Dominion
Government, to bs exercised within a yesar, It
was demunded that the velo should be pat up-
on & Provioeisl Aot which eudowed Jernitism
and recognized the aatherity of the Pupe  be-
sides coutravening the principle of religious
equulity by the endowment out of public lunds
ot & paruenlar religion, and not only of a par-
ticular religion but of an offencively props-
guvdist Order. The Jeading Lnberal aud Lode-
pondent journsals opened fire, sud & menuciag
mosement commenced in the Orange Order,
which 1or & long time past had beep success-
fully conurolled by Government ivfluence and
patronage, its Grand Muster baving been mude
a mew bur of the Cubiret for that purpose, and
bad been turned into an ancillary eogine of tho
Tory puarly.

The Government, to which the svpport of
the French Cutholics is indirpenssble, and
which in fact has its basie in Quebeo, tried to
qucil the storm by advisiog the Governosr-Gen-
ernl ut once to signify by allowsnce of the
Aot. This was uncopstitulional, since the
British Nurth America Aot provides that the
Aotg of the Provincisl Liegislatures shall lie be-
fore the Dominion Government subject to veto
for a yeur, those of the Dominion Legislatare
are to lie belore the Home Guvernment subject
to 4 veto for two yeurs; the time beirg pre-
sumsbiy allowed in each cuse for petitions snd
objections to come in, snd the Jonger lime be:
ing allowed in the case of the Duminion Auts
than it that of the Provinoial Acts, because the
Home Guvernment is iess able speedily to in-
form iteelf und less ensy of aocuss Lo petitioners.
The Governor Genersl, us 1t was conlended
with apparent jusuice, could bave no right 1o
out short the term of probation, or, in the event
of his going out of (filce before the end of the
year, 10 bar the exorcise of the velo by his suo-
CersOoT.

This expedient failed, ag did the strenunous
efforte which were made by the Government to
bur ke opposition in caacus,
mauding dissllowunce was moved by Colooel
Q'Brien, member tor Maskoks, & stroog Con-
gervauve und supporter of Sir John Mucdonald’s
Government. A lopg debute ensued, in which
the principal speech 1o favor of ibe disallow-
ance reevlotion wus made by Mr. Dalton
McCarthy, @ C., a leading Conservurive, while
the principal defender ot the Ast was Sir John
Thompson, Minister of Justice and 8 Roman
Cuthone. The arguments of ihe spenkers in
fuvor ot dissllowance were bused on the anti-
pationzl und illegal recuguition ot the Pupe’s
suthorily in the Act, ana lhe character of an
QOrder which bad been mapy times expelled us
au epemy -0 ¢ivil guvernmeut by Huropean
communities, Cutholic us well 48 Protestant,
and was still onder the ban of the Britieh Em-
pire, oluuses being pointed agumst it 1 the
Catbolic Emsoeipation Aot of 1829, It was
also conlended that the Act wss u breuch of
the religions cquality which i8 8 tundumental
principal of our polity, In this respect it
would appesr that the Legslature of Quebec
bas sctuslly exceeded its juriediclion, since the
list ot sabjects on which i has power t0 legis-
late is cet out in the British Nurth America
Act, by whioh these Législatures ure ocresied,
snd does notinclade religion,

A resolation de-

By the Minister of Justice, and others op
that side, it was contended that the Aot was
purely local sud purely fiscal,and conseguently

within the copstitutional jurisdiotion of the
Qaebec Legislatare, so that to ve'o it would be
to violste the principle of Provincial eelf
government. Both contentions were mauifestly
untenable, It was absurd to say tbat the mea-
sure was purely looal if it impugned the rights
of the Crown and acknowledged the authority
of a toreign Power in the country, besides en-
dowing & prop agandist Order which, though
its beadquariers were to be in Quebeo, wonld
operate uguinst Protestantism snd the supre-
mucy of the civil Government over the whole
Dominion, It wus eqaally absurd to osll s
measare purely fiscal merely because it took
the form of mouey piyment when it raised is-
sues Which bad ret the whole Dominion i a
bluga. Sir John Thompson was obliged to so
koowledge that the presmble to the Act, recit-
ing the settlement with the Jesuits, and receiv:
ing it tor the pleasure of the Pope, contained
matter ** not in the best tuste”—in other words
matter offensive to the Kmpire and the nation ;
bat he muintuined thut the language of the pre-
amble was immateriul, und that to take exowp-
tion to it would be as foolish as to take exoep-
tion to the title or & hendline ; to which the
unswer was lhat the preambie was the Aot, the
Act being nothing bat & set of operstive words
gving etfect to the seitlement embodied in the
preamble, Tbe Prime M.nister, who perhaps
fiudy it difficals to nodersisad that snybody csp
reatly caro sbout a principle, tried to lsugh the
matter off by telling the old story of the Jew
euting his pork-chop in a thunderstorm, but his
wit was ineffestive. In contending thut the ex-
ercise L0 the veto ought to be contined to oases
of legslauon extra vires, he ard ma colleagues
lay under the dissavauoiage of having recently
vetoed un Act of the Munitobs Lugislature
chariwering a local railway,—whioh was a3 olear
ly intra viresns unything coald possibly be,—on
ulleged grounds of Domiuion policy, becuase it
inirtoged un the monopoly of the Canadian
Pantiv Railway.

Lo the division, thirteen members only—eight
Couservalives and five Liberals—voted tor
Colonel O brien's motion. Oone hundred and
eighty-eight, comprising the leaders and the
muin body of the Lnberal Opposition 88 well as
the muin pody of the supporters ot the Govern-
ment, voted on the other side. The Cutholica.
French and Irish, were voting, a8 in duty
bound, for the Jesuits and the Pope. The
Libersl Opposition took the ground of Provia.
cial vett-goucrnment. Batit 18 slways bidding
against ihe Government for the Cuthollo vote,
and on this cocasion it was specislly entangled
1n two ways. In *be fiteu pluce, the Dominion
Government being in the hunds of ‘the Conser-
vatives, the Liberuls had been embracing the
most extremo view of Provinvial right. Lo the
second pluce, they bad been holdivg out s hand
for purty purposes to French sympatry with
the rebellion uf the Krench and Uatholic Half-
breeds under Riel in the North-West, They
bad not shrunk trom protesiing against the ex-
ecation of Riel on the two grounds that he was
inssane sud that his offence wus politionl ; the
tirst of whioh was believed by no human being,
while the recoguition ot the second would puv
the lives and property of the communily at the
mercy of suy brigand who ohose to pretend
that 1his objccy was ot plunder but anarchy or
usurpation.

The volte on the Jesuits’ Qaestion was con-
trolied by the Caihoho influence, much a8 the
votes ¢n the Hume Raole resolutions passed by
the Duminion avd loonl Legislatures of Canada
bad been conirolled by ibe Irish vote, and #s
similar resolutions have been controlled ‘by tho
Irish vote in the United States,

The msnagers of the party machines on both
sides embraced euch other, and tondly hoped
that the largeness of the msjrity had stiflea in
the birth an agiwtion abouv s question of prin-

oiple disturbing to the regular game, and un-
weloome to all who look for support to the
Catholic vote. They have found themselves
mistaken. The people huve for once broken
uway, for the time at least, from the party
machines, They understand that the objeo-
tions to the Jusnits' Hstates Bill are*based, not,
a8 the Minister of Justioe says, upon the pream-
ble of the Aat or upon anything merely techni
oal, but upon the broad right of the nation, if
1t be & nation, to forbid- the use of public money
for the purpose of eubverting its civilization
and infusing morsl poison into its veins, The
intention of the framers of the Act, they know,
is to have the Pope recoguiz.d as lod of the
temporalities of & Church whioh in Quebec is
virtually established, levying tithes and other
legal imposts; and the determination of the
people ia that in thiogs temporal the Pope's
power shalt not be rec wgnized st all. The peo.
ple knowulso that the Jo-nita' EstutesAat,is not
an isolated measure, but & hold and defiant step
0 the onward march of eqilesiastioal aggres-
sion. The agitation, instead of dying out, has
given birth to the Equal R ghts Association,
ander the auspices of which & widespread and
spparently enthusigstio movement aguinst the
endowment ot the Jesuits, and against eoole-
siastiosl sggression generally, is now going on,
Party in Canada bhas beon strong, 8s it ususlly
18, in inverse proportion to its reasonableness
and to break its lines at once is very dlfﬁdﬂ[f;'
while the influence of corruption, especislly in
the form of Government grants for loeal works
unhoppily i8 very great; yet the machine
politicians are having a vory bud quarter of an
nour,

The Equal Rights Assooiation directs its at-
tention not only 1o the Jesunits’ Estates Aot but
to the system of separate Catholio schools in
Ontariv; to the intrusion of the French lan-
guage and of French ecclesissticism with it in-
to tho pablic schools of the eastern part of the
Province; to the unfair privileges enjoyed by
the Roman Catholio Charch n Qaeboo, “and tg
the progress of ecclesiastiosl aggrandisoment
and of priestly eucroachment on the ecivil
power, whioh, ever gince the Ultramontane
snd the Jesuit sapplanied tho Gullican, have
been advanoing on sll sides,

In this opposition to the encroachments of
the Rumun Catholio Church the Eqasl Rights
Asgoointion muy be regarded as an organ of a
continental movement; for in the United
Biates the people ure rousing thomselves to
sotion against the same power which, with
legions recruited from the 1guorant and half-
oivilized populations of the Old World, is as-
sailing the faondamental principles of Protest.
ant and Anglo Baxon oivilization. At Boston
‘'where the Irish Catholics aro now almost a
match in nombers for the children of the Pari-
tan, a great fight abont the ‘eucliing in pablio
sohools, in which the Cutholics were defeated
h_l.g_bqen followed by the proposal of un smend.
ment in the Constitation of Massachuretts, pro-
hibiting any grants of pablic money to sec~
wrian institotions. A grant o Catholio
charities, though 'balanced acoording to the
usux1 polioy of the priest-party by a small grant
to Protestant oharities, has been Lthrown ont by
the Leg sluture of the Btute of Nuw Yurk
aod it eems as if the channel through which
the'priests have long drawn money 10 a large
ex.ent would be closed up for the future, Jin
Ilhnos & similar reastion sgainst the raids of
the Catbolio vote on the public tressury begins
to appear. "Another “irrepressible conflict”
appurently is at band, thougn this time, it my
be hoped, the arbiter will be the bullot and not
the s_word. Nor i8 the confliot confined to this
continent. Mr. Wise's article in this magaziae
(July, 1889), shows that it is coming in Aus.
v-alia also. It is coming wherever the Charch
of the psat commands s suflcient force of the
ohildren of the past to muke wur upon modern
oivilizution,

(To be Continyed).



