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any Roman Catholio Goverameut in Europe.
The sop tendered to the Protestants would
have been supeifiuous had the claim of the
Jesuits been real.

There are now left in the Province of Qrebec
only two or at most three constituencies
Protestant in such a sense that their members
are o ut fraid f the catholie vote. Two mem-
bers of the Legislature protested. To divide
would have been futile, anJ the Act conse
quently pasRea without a division.

But by the time that the Provincial Act
reaohed the Dominion Government publie feel-
ing in the Briti-b Province ofOntario had been
aroused. AL Ats of the Provincial Legisla-
tures are subject to the veto of the Dominion
Government, to bu exercised within a year. It
was demaunded that the veto should be put up-
on a Provincial Act which oudowed Jeruitism
and recognized the authority of the Pope be-
biace conutravening the principle of religious
equ.lity by the endownent out of public tunds
ut a partotular religion, and not only of a par-
ticular religion but of an offensively propa-
gandit Order. The leading Liberal and Inde.
pendent journals opened fire, ad a menacing
moçement oomenced in the Orange Order,
which rur a long time past had been success-
fully controltea by Governument ihfluence and
patronage, its Grand Master having been made
a member of the Cabinet for that purpose, and
had been turntd into an ancillary engine of the
Tory Party.

The Government, to which the support of
the French Catholics is indispensable, and
which in tact bas its basis in Quebec, tried to
qutil the storm by advitiog the Governor-Gen-
eral at once to signify bis allowance of the
Act. This was unconstitutional, since the
British Nirth America Act provides that the
Acts of the Provincial Logislatures shail lie be.
fore the Dominion Government subject to veto
for a year, tbose of the Dominion Legislature
are to lie before the Home Government subject
to a veto lor two years; the time beirg pre
sumably allowed in each case for petitions and
objections to come in, and the longer Lime bu-
ing allowed in the case of the Dominion Acts
than ir that of the ProvinciaL Acts, because the
Home Government is less able speedily to in-
form itelf and lJes easy of accous to petitioners.
The Governer General, ts it was contended
with apparent justice, could bave no right to
out short the term of probation, or, in the event
of bis going out of filiue before the end of the
year, to bar the exorcise of the veto by his suo-
cer.or.

This expedient failed, as did the strenuous
efforte which were made by the Government to
buke opposition in ùautus. A resolution de--
mauding disalbwaune was moved by Colonel
O'Brien, member for MisIkoka. a strong Con-
servative and supporter of Sir John Macdonald's
Government. A. long debate enaued, in which
the princrpal speech in favor of the disallow-
ance rebolution was made by Mr. Dalton
McCarthy, Q C., a ieading Coneivative, while
the principal delender et the Aut was Sir John
Thompson, inister of Juetice and a Ruman
Cathon. The arguments of the speakers in
favor et dieallowance were based on the anti-
national and illegal recognition Of the Pope's
authorily in the Act, anc the character of aun
Order which bad been may times expeiled as
au enemy o civil government by European
communities, Catholic as Wieil as Protestant,
and was til1 under the ban of the Britieh Em-
pire, clautes being pointed against it mn the
Catbolie Emancipaînon Act ut 1829. It was
aiso contendet that the Act was a br eaoh ot
the religious cquality wbich is a lundamental
principal of our polity. In this respect iL
woulo appiear that the Legislature of Quebec
bas uctually txceuded ils juritdiction, since the
list et subjucts on which it bas power to legis-
late is set out in the Brtish North America
Act, by which these Legislatures are creaîed,
and does notinclude religion.

By the Minister of Justice, and others on
that aide, it was contended that the Act vas
purely local and purely fiscal, and consequently
within the constitutional jurisdiction of the
Qsebec Legislature, so that toveo it would be
to violaite the prinoiple of Provincial belf
goverument. Both contentions were manifestly
untenable. ILt was absurd to say that the me-
sure was purely local if it impugned the rights
of the Crown aid acknowledged the authority
of a foreigu Power in the country, besides en-
dowing a prop agandist Order whicb, though
its beadquarlers were te be in Quebec, would
operate agaînst Protestantism and the supre-
maey of the civil Government over the whole
Dominion. It was equally absurd to cil a
measure purely fiscai merely because it took
the form o money p.Lyment when it raised is-
bues which hatd tet the whole Dominion in a
blza. Sir John Thompson was obliged to sa.
knowledge that the preamble to the Act, recit-
ing the settlement with the Jnesuit, and receiv.
ing it for the pleasure of the Pope, centained
maLter " not in the best Iaste"-in other words
malter offensive to the Empire and the nation;
but he maintained that the language of the pre-
amble was immaterial, and that to take excep-
tion to it would be as ioolish as to take excep-
tion to the titte or a headhne ; to which the
answer was that the preamble was the Act, the
Act being nothing but a set of ôperative words
giving effiot to the settlement embodied in the
preamblu. The Prime Mnister, who perhaps
fiuds it difficoult to understaund that anybody can
reatly caru about a principle, tried to laugh the
matter off by telling the old story of the Jew
euting his pork-chop in a thunderstorm, but hie
wit waa inefootive. L contending that the cx-
ercise to the veto ought to be contined to cases
cf kg slation extra vires, ho at i his colleagues
lav under the dissaavautage of baving recently
vetoed an Act of the Jfunitoba Lagislature
chartering a local railway,-which was as clear,
]y intra vires as auny thing could po5sibly be,-on
alleged grountd ot Dominion policy, because it
iniringed on the monopoly of the Canadian
Paumbo Rsilway.

In the division, thirteen members only-eight
Conservatives and five Liberals-voted tor
Colonel O brien's motion. One hundred and
eighty-eight, comprising the leaders and the
main body ut the Liberal Opposition as Well as
the main body of the supportera of the Govern-
ment, voted on the other side. The Catholia.
-French and Irish, were voting, as in duty
b.und, for the Jesuits and the Pope. The
Liberal upposition took the ground of Provàî.
cial self-guuernment. Butit is alway bidding
against the Goverument for the Catholle vote,
and on this occasion it was specially entangled
in two ways. In 'he first place, the Dominion
Govornment being in the handé of -the Couiser-
vatives, the Liberals had been embraoing the
most extremle view of Provincial right. In the
second place, they had been hoiding out a band
for party purposes to French bympatr y with
the rebeilion of the French and CJatholio .alf-
breeds under Riel in the Nurth-West. They
had not shrunk from protesting against the ex-
ecution of Riel on the two grounds that ho vas
insane and that his offence was political ; the
tirst of whch was bebleved by no human being,
while the recognition of the second would put
the lives and property of the community at the
morcy cf any brigand who chose to pretend
that this objec was notplunder but anarchy or
uturpation.

The vote on the Jesuits' Question was con-
trolled by the Calholie innfuence, much as the
votes on the liome Rule resolutions passed by
the Dominion and local Legislstures of Canada
Lad beeu controlhca by the Irish vote, and as
similar resolutions have betn controlled 'by the
iritlh vote in the United States.

The managers cf the party machines on both
sides eu braced eaoh otner, and londly hoped
that the largeness of the msj arity bad stiflld in
the birth an agitation about a question of prin-

ciple disturbing to the regular game, and un-
welcome to ail who look for support te the
Catholie vote. They bave found themselves
mistaken. The people have for once broken
away, for the time at least, from the party
machines. They understand that the objeo-
tions to the Jesuit' Bstates Bill arebased, not,
as the Minister of Justice says, upon the pream.
hIe of the Act or upon auything merely techni
cal, but upon the broad right of the nation, if
it be a nation, to forbid the use of public money
for the purpose of subverting its civilization
and infusing moral poison inte ils veins. The
intention of the framers of the Act, they know,
is to have the Pope recognisd as ]n>d of the
temporalities of a Church which in Quebea is
virtually establisbed, levying tithos and other
legal imposts; and the determination of the
people is that in things temporal the Pope's
power shall not h rec ignized tat aIl. Tihe peo.
ple knowalso that theJouita' EstatesAct,is not
an isolated measure, but a hold and defiant stop
in the onward march of e ilesiastinal aggres-
sion. The agitation, insteatd of dying out, bas
given birth te the Equal R ghta Association,
under the auspices of which a widesproad aud
apparently enthusiasito movement against the
endowment ot the Jesuits, and againat tec.le
siastical aggression geuerally, is now going on.
Party in Canada bas been strong, as it usually
ta, in inverse proportion to its reasonablpiness,
and to break its lines at once is very diffiuult,
while the influence of corruption, especially in
the formn of Government grants for local works,
unhvppily il very great; yet the machine
politicians are having a very bad quarter of an
hour.

The Equal Rights Association directs its at-
tention not only te the Jesuits' Estates Act but
to the system of separate Catholio schools in
Ontario; te the intrusion of the Frencb Jan-
guage and of French ecclesiasticismn with it in-
to the public schools of the ostern part of the
Province; to the unfair privileges enjoyed by
the Roman Catholic Churub r Quebec, and tu
the progress of ecclesiastical aggrandisomont
and of priestly encroachment on the civil
power, whioh, ever since the Ultramontane
and the Jesuit supplanted the Gallican, bave
beeu advancing on aiL sides.

In this opposition to the encroachments of
the Roman Catholio Church the Equal Rights
Assooiation may be regarded as an organ of a
continental movement; for in tht United
States the people are rousing thomselves to
action against the samo power which, with
legions recruited from the ignorant and half-
civilized populations of the Old World, is as-
sailing the fundamental principles of Protest.
ant and Anglo Saxon eivilzation At Bostont
where the Irish Catholio arc now almost a
match in numbers for the children of the Pari-
tan, a great fight about the teicliing in publicschools, in which the Catholic were defuated,
ha.s beu followed by the propoeai et an amend-
ment in the Constitution Of ftassachusetts, pro-
hibiting any granta of public money to sec-
tarian institutions. A grant to Catholio
charities, thongh balanced according to the
usuxl poliey of the priest-party by a small grant
te Protestant charities, bas beu hrown out by
the Leg alature of the State of Nuw York,
and it seems as if the obannel through which
the priesta have long drawn money to a large
exent would be closed up for the future. in
Illinois a similar reaction against the raids of
the Catholio vote on the public treasury begins
to appear. Another " irrepressible couflt"
apparrently is at band, thoug this time, IL my
be hoped, the arbiter will be the ballot and not
the sword. Nor i the conflict confined to this
continent. Mr. Wise's article in tbis magazine
(July, 1889), shows that it is coming in Aus.
t'alia al"e. It is coming wherever the Charch
Of the pst commands a suffiotent force of the
child'en of the pat to make war upon modern
civilization.

(To be Contined).
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