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by framing a more explicit creed This again
was attacked, or evaded, and the very definite
aond explicit declaration of faith named after
St. Athanasins'was drawn up. Some of it may
possibly seem to us now redundant and unne-
cessary, such as * So there is one Father, and
not three Fathers, &c., for no one now says
there are three Fathers. But every word was
aimed at errors which prevailed at the time the
Creed was written, and may prevail again.
Some,heretics held that the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost were three different mani-
festations of the same Divine Person, and that
the Son and the Holy Ghost were really the
game as the Father. But we would rather
mention errors which are at present in exist-
ence. Oar Lord claimed to be God the Son,
equal with the Father, so plainly that even the
Jews understood His claim (St. John v. 18, x.
33). It need hardly be pointed out that this
claim was either true, or that Christ was simply
a man meking a false olaim. Many persons
are 80 bent on regarding His humanity toat
they forget He is also God, and use His name
with a familiarity and irreverence which clearly
shows that they think bot little of His God-
head. This is not a horesy, for such’ persons
would not openly profess their disbelief in His
Divinity, but an error, arising from their one-
gided view. God the Holy Ghost is clearly a
Person—yet by many professing Christians He
is spoken of as if He were simply an influence
upon the soul. In a recent publication for Sun-
day-schools the Holy Spirit was mentioned four
times on one page, each time simply in that
way, “ an influence.” Yet, unless the person-
ality of.the Holy Ghost be held, there is no
Christisnity at all, ** For there is one Person
of the Father, another of the Son, and another
of the Holy Ghost."—Family Churchman.

SERMONS.

The sermon: controversy which generally
breaks out in the dead sesson of the year has
anticipated September, and has developed a vo-
luminous correspondence in the Standard and
other newspapers. The Bishop of Winchester
-has also delivered himself on the sabject, and

hag expressed an opinion adverse to the increas-
ingly short sermons of the present day. The
aphorism seems to have much in its favour, that
it a sermon is & good one it need not be a long
one ; and if 1t is a poor discourse the sooner itis
ended the better. People forget that in the pres-
ent day the sermon has lost much of the import-
ance that once attached to it. The multiplication
of books and printed sermons has weakened the
influence which the pulpit formerly exercised
over the multitude. The day is passed when
the parish priest was the only clerkly person
in the parish. At the same time, a reslly elo-
quent and original preacher will always secure
a hearing; and, as a rule, if a man has any
thing worth saying he will never want an au-
dience. The vox in deserto clamantis is that of
the empty mouther, who fills the air with plati-
tudes. Sincerity of purpose, common sense, &
knowledge of the Bible, and a command of the
Saxon tongue will always go far towards mak.
ing at least an average preacher. The second
mentioned quality will always save him from
being & bore ]

We venture to submit the following consider-
ations to the attention of the laity, who look
for good sermons, and do not always get them :

Many men are ordained every yesar whom
nothing short of a miracle would ever transform
into even passable preachers, and a8 long as
the Church expects that all her clergy shall be

preaching clergy there will be this primary

difficulty. A young man of three and twenty,
fresh from college life, with no experience, has
the Bighop’s hands laid ¢n him, and forthwith
he is expected to deliver homilies on the. pro-
foundest of topics to congregations who. sit

under bim and look for wisdom. The :insist--
ance of the Iaity that on every possible ocoasion -

when they meet for public worship a sermon
must be forthcoming, serves in a measure to

erpstuate this evil. We have read of a deacon
Just ordained who was required to preach no
less than throe times a woek in .the church to
which he had been just licensed. Instea ' of
the Bishop uniformly using the prerent formula
in the ordination of deacons, it would be well
in mauoy instances if he said, * Take thou sau.
thority to read the Gospel in the Church ot
God, but not to preach until thou be
thereto licensed by the Bishop himself; " and s
year's practice in cottage lectures and private
ministrations would do something in the mean-
wﬁli:ile towards educating him for the preacher's
office.

The Calvanism that prevailed for so many
years in & certain section of the Church inter-
tered unduly with largeness of thought and va-
riety of trestment of sacred subjects. A cast
iron theology involved a castiron homiletic,
and almost every sermon was moulded in the
same type. If the laity look for variely in the
pulpit, and pot the same sermon rehashed every
Bundzy, the text alone changed—semper eandem
canens cantilenam—they must foster a liber:ul
theology smong the clergy, a theology frue to
the great stondards of orthodoxy of the Epglish
Church, and at the same time in touch with the
developments of modern thought.

If tbe laity conld be brought to endure the
possibility of their spiritual guides somatimes
apnouncing that they are not prepared with a
sermon, the result might be fuvourable to the
production of a really good sermon now &nd
thon, Itis10 be remembered that very few
great rermons are proached ip the course of the
year. Canon Liddon, as 4 rule, only preaches
seven or eight times, and the same may be said
of Cunon Scott Holland. The leading preach
ers in London are soon exhausted ; they take
long holiduys and travel tothe ends of the earth
in search of fresh experiences. The sermons
of the late Bishop of Manchester show that Dr,
¥raser preached the same discourses on several
occasions. Mr. Bright has declared that in his
judgment it is impossible for any man, however
gifted, to preach fifty-two sermons in the year
with power and variety of treatment. If tbe
laity in a genial and sympathetic manner dis-
cussed more frequently with the clergy the sub-
jeet of their sermons advantage might come of
it. The sensitive reticence kept up between
parson and people is good for neither.

The thoughtful laity who resd might occa-
sionally bring a new book under the notice of
their ‘parish clergyman, or better still, make
him a present of it, and ask him to read and give
his opinion of it. Reading makes a “ full”
man, and it is out of the fulness of heart and
brain combined that the preacher will speak
with power. As Mr. Gladatone said the other
day, it is a business of import and export—
reading is import, speech is export. L

Lastly, we would eay, that while preaching is
the great ordinance: for spreading the truth
among the heathen and ignorant, the Church
should remember that the highest means of
grace are not to besought in Auman utterances,
but in the reading of Holy Scripture. and in the
raception of the Holy Communion. The place
the sermon holds in the Communion Office
proves that it is intended to be introductory to
the due partaking of those holy mysteries.—
Irish Ecclesiastical Gazette.

THE BISHOP OF MANCHESTER ON
CHRISTIAN BURIAL.

m—

At a recent Conference held under the aus-

pices of the Church of England Buarial, Funeral,
and Mourning Reform Association, in the
Mayor’s Parlor, Town Hall, Manchester, the
-Bishop of Manchester, who occupied the chair,
eaid that day they had nothing to do with the
burning question of cremation. There was a
popular sentiment in favour of burial. That
gontiment was his own, and as he had convinced
himself that one could so bury a body that ti

should not do injury to tho living, he had come
to the corclusion that he ought to support a
reasonable form of interment; but then it
must be a reasonable form. So to bury a body
that it should become the origin of the seeds of
deadly disease war neither reasonable nor chari-
table, mnor, he would fain hope, in the present
state of human knowledge, any longor pos- -
<ible. Wbat was it then that mudo a buried
body the seeds of fatal diseaso to the living ?
He believed it was enclosing the body ina
solid cofin, or in a brick grave, or in a stone
vault. What they desired wus thut the body
should be brought into immediate contact with
the earth, in order that, through the pores of
the oarth, the air might obtain socess to the
body and secure its resolution without pro-
moting the exhalation of noxious gases, or the
permanent corruption of the soil, Therefore,
it seemed to him that as a Funeral Reform
Association the thing they ought to aim at was
this—to put an end to all solid coflios, brick
gravee, and stone vaults. Somo people abjected
to the rapid resolution of tho materials of their
friend’s bodies to amothor form, but in view of
the fact that under any circumstancoes the’
softer parts of the body resolved themselves
into material of another form in about six
weeks this objection was manifestly ridiculous,
But these people raid : ‘What about the burial
of a body which appears to be dead and is not
really so;’ and ‘Wo want a solid coffin in ordor
that it may prevent that oftfunnive odour which
sometimes is exporienced in tho interment of
people.” No doubt they did if thoy kopt the
body a3 long as it had been costomary to koep
it. But he (the Bishop) suid sgain thore was
no need to keep it 8o long. Any ono of them
might be absolutely certain, in tho present
stato of human knowledge, whon A body was
dead. They knew that the living body had a
temperature of its own ; as long as it remained
living its temperature was difforont from that
of surrounding insnimate mattor. All they
had to do then was to take a thermometor and
lay it upon the body and upun tho table which
stood bheside the body and notice the register;
if the register were the samoin botlh casen that
body was certainly dead. Thero was, there-
fore, no possibility in tho present state of
human knowledge of gotting a body buried
which was only apparently dead, Ho thought
that ought to be a satisfactory answer to the
fears of the nervous, and, therofore, as the
solid cofin was not necessary if they did not
koep the body too long & time, he thought they
might abolish at once thesolid cofin. And
what respect did it show to the dead body to
keep it indoors for a long period ? What pos-
sible pleasure could any living friend take in
watching those ghastly mortal changes that
took place and utterly defaced the marble
beauty of & body recently dead? Sarely it
would be infinitely better, infinitely mose in
harmony with the feclings of affection, to re-
tain as the last impression of our friend's faces
that which it had before those mortal changes
sel in. But others said, ‘I like to have g state-* °
ly catafalque and a magnificont coffio ; itshows
respect for the dead person." Whether was it
more respectful to the body of the dead per-
son—for the dead person was not there—to
bring it into sach contact with the kindly earth
that it should speedily mingle with that earth,
or screw it down into a permanent cofin, where
it was made the victim of prolonged putrefac-
tion? He said at once it was far moroe respeot-
ful to the dead body to have it borne to the
grave either in an open bier or in an open
cofin. And he said, moreover, that ho thought
generally the very.best form of interment was
the simplest and the least oxpensive form. Let
wealthy persons establish tho fashion of simple
fanerals ; they could do it if they liked, The
burial of 8 person in & very simple and des-
tructible coffin, surmounted by a fow simple

flowers. was most in accordance with the

bright hope of Christian resurrection.—.Man-
chester Courier.



