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TRE DEAN OF CANTERBURY
ON TOTAL ABSTINENCE.

large united meeting of Paro-
chial Societies of Dover and- neigh.
bourhood, was held in the New
Town Hall, Dover, on Monday,
.an. 23rd, at which the Dean of
Canterbury prosided. It was many
years ago since ho firat attended a
temperance meeting in Dover,
and ho was at that time a moderato
drinker. Ho had since cmeie round.
to the right aâd trae stand, which
was that of total abstiienice. When
ho took the pledge many persons
prophesied that he wou d fail in
heaith, but ho wa glad to say
that bad not been the case, and ho
hùd now abstained. for many years,
and he had entered his 70th year,
and was still healthy and capable
of doing bis various duties. AI-
though he missed the liquor at
first his health had nover sufored,
to any extent, from not taking
fermented liquors. Ho regarded
the question of temperance as one
of the most social questions of the
present day, and they should re-
joice that they were living in a
time when when those thinge were
taken in their true light. !here
was no kind of misery or sayow
but that an attempt was not mnade
to remedy it as far as possible.
There was a very great and decid-
ed improvement in all sanitary
matters in the present day, and
they could not look round now
without seeing that the poor were
botter honsed, and botter fed and
clothed.and great effor ts were made
to alleviate them as far as possible,
and no one could complain that ho
was neglected by the commun' y.
The more that had been done to
remove these evils the more clQarly
it was shown that drunkenness
was one of the most terrible evils
that existed, and it was also the
cause of many other evils. It
wasted a very considerable amount
of the earnings of the poorer
classes, on that which really doesa
them no good. (Applause.) He
found in this way a larger propor-
tion of their earnings were spent
than in those who were in more
comfortable circumstances. He was
certain that the condition of those
clasmes would be botter if so largo
an amount were not spent on that
wh'oh wasted thoir strongth, and
it is a very serious impediment in
their way of having happy homes.
They would have more money to
epend in food, clothing, and in the
education of tbeir children if t.hey
did nots end semuchiln thatwhich
really does not benefit ther.
There was no greater obstacle in
the way of the labouring clases
becoming a God-fearing people
than the habits of intemperance.
He thought that they could say
that the evil was not increasing,
and the amount of money spent in
the driak traffle had not increased
or diminished, and there was a
certain gain in that case, as the
population was steadily increasing,
He said that when any perIon
broke away from their drinking

t~.
hàbita and tredoreform; -there
was a grete amount of sympathy
shîmto that maï by thoieamongst
whom ho worked, and that wasn fot
seen a fOw years ago, and b consid,
ered this was one of the most impor.
tant gains that had been the resug
of the great temperanoe agitatiorp.
There was another point, namoly,
that of public opinion. Many
years ago drunkennes was not look-
ed upon as an evil, but as a weak.
nos, and a matter of nocessity,
but he thought that state of things
had now passed away, and tbat
drunkennesa was now more recog-
nised as a Bin ' The working
classes begai t» see iow many
homes a ore made miserable by
drunken habits, and ho thought
that the people saw more clearly
that it was a sin, and that there
was no sin that condemnation was
written upon more than upon that
of drunkenness. People used to
look upon drunkenness more na a
festivity, but ho thought that idea
was exterminated, but it was stili a
very hard up.hill fight, and many
did not yet see how great a sin it
was. He thoughtthere was a great
improvement in the generalFcom-
munity about those matters, but
there was still a great deal to be
doue in the way of awakening
those persons, and to let them
know how aad were the conse
quences of drunkenness. There
had been very little doue in 'the
Houses of Parliament in the matter,
and the leaders of it had allowed
it to faill away. The evil conse-
quences of the sin was not in the
poorer classes alone, but also in the
middle and higher classes ofsooiety,
and ho did not think the other
classes had learnt the lesson of the
terrible evil so well as the work-
ing classes. The working classes
must make their will known.f.
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