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A LETTER 0F SIR JOHN FRANKLIN.

The followving lcttcr %vas found rnany years ago, in an advo-
cate's office in Montrcal, in a bundie of old papcrs, and is
now in my possession.

G. B,%By.

55.DevonsiircqStect, Portland Place, London, Eng.

28th january, 1824.
My DEAR SIR,

1 rccivcd your letter thrce days ago, but
numecrous occupations prcvented me front answcring it until
this cvening. 1 arn cxccdingly sorry that you have been
s0 great an invalid, a fit of sickness howcver scenis to bc the
forfeit evcry pcrson lias to pay w~ho visits the shorcs of Great
Britain aftcr a long residence in otlîcr climatcs. 1 also ex-
perienccd it durinz the last w~inter though flot in a scverc
degrcc, and perhaps nmy illness rnighit have beca attributcd
to the close confincnment wloicli the preparation of nîy narra-
tive occasioncd titan to the change of climate. Your infor-
mation as to, my being about to revisit the northern shores
of America is perfectly correct; though not until the next
spring. It lias been considered advisable both by nîyself
and Government that a year's notice of the approvai of the
Expedition should be given in the country, in order that
provisions and the requisite stores inay be prepared, so that
the party may have as littie delay as possible iii advancing
to their proposed winter quarters on the McKenzie River.
The orders for the engagement of the men who arc to con-
vey the necessary stores for the supply of the Indians wvho
wvill bcecngaged for our service arc already despatched to
Canada. The Conmpany have nonîinated Mlr. Dease to go
clown to Bear Lake, build the house and securc the Indians,


