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THE ANTIQUARY.
BY NUMA.

OST unaccountably the Alchemist, the Astrologer,
and the Antiquary have been classed together
and have cach had his favorite study ridiculed
by those who in many instances recally knew

little or nothing about what they derided. But while
Alchemy has been pronounced a failure, and Astrology
has at present very few students, Archaology is daily
gaining ground, the science is becoming popular, Antiquarian
Societies arc being formed in various parts of the Globe,
and pecople have discovered that Archology has a higher
aim than to determine to what ages certain antiquitics may
be assigned—that it is in reality a system of monumental
history. Dr. Mackenzie in his life of Charles Dickens in
speaking of the adventures of the Picwickians, characterises
the finding of the stonc with the inscription

and the subscquent proccedings as ** abundantly B lULI\% T

absurd.” He continues “ It was nothing newto pg |1

burlesque the proceedings of an AntiquarianSo- S M

ciety, and the idea of converting Bill Stumps A RK

his mark, into somcthing which was taken or mistaken for

an antique inscription, was cvidently suggested by the A.D.

L.L. which Jonathan Oldbuck in the Antiquary fancied

must signify Agricola Dicavit Libens Lubens, while Edie

Ochiltree provol that it only indicated Archic Drum'’s Lang

Ladle. It is n> sccret that Seott got his idea from an amus-

ing incident recorded in the apochryphal Autobiography of

Madame de Barry.  That an Antiquarian Socicty was formed

in England three hundred years ago will be proved beyond

cavil by the following quotation from * Archaologia,”

“ Perhaps the very name of Antiquary was used first in Eng-

land, if it be true that Henry the V1L, conferred it in an espe-

cial manner on Leland, who eminently deserved it. Be this as




