
94 TIIE CAN.ADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

-- The worknicn cmtployed in making alterations tom
Messrs. Fry's prernises. in the Pithay, Bristol, have, in the
course of thcir opcratioils. corne upon interesting relics of
ancient Bristol. The buildings on which tbey are engagcd
cover tlic site of Aylward's gate, and during the excavations
the meni uncovered a portion of an ancient bridge over the
river Froornc. A large number of old coins has bcen dug
up there, including rnany specimens of Roman and Flemish
coinage.

- A discovery of trcasure bas just been made at Cour-.
bevoie, near Paris. A labourer, whilc dîgging the foun-
dation of a wall in the Avenue de St. Denis, near the site of
a former convent of Ursulines, found, at a depth of about a
foot below the floor of a cellar, two srnali boxes, one con-
taînîng 75 gold pieces Of 48 livres, bcaring the image of Louis
XV., and the other 587 silver coins of six livres of the same,
and the following reign, the whole for:ning a value of about
7,o00f., to the haif of wvhich the finder is entitled.

- I t was a stroke of policy on the part of our goverri-
ment to devhe in the trade dollar a coin whîch should coir-
pete %vitli the Mexicari dollar and eventually drive it ai-
most out of the Chiuese market. After reaching that country
it encounters an ignominious fate. Tite Chinese send it to
India for the purchase of opium. They go into the Calcutta
mint and corne out as rupees, which are starnped with the
native characters on the one side, and the value of the piece
on the other. The trade of China with India in opium ex-
ceeds thât of ait other conimodities, as is shown by the
reports of the Chinese customis service. The amount return-
ed for the last eight years, exclusive of the amout smuggied.
which would probably double it, is 97,440,930 pounds. The
amount of American silver which annually goes to India
from Chinato payforopium is immense.-San Francsco Cati

- The ancient Sanscrit manuscripts are well known to
be written on paini-leaf, and according to a recent report to


