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It is anuieipated that, during the com-
ing summer, money, at the rate of 825,000
per week, will be circulated by the Chau-
diere mill owners., This will be the re-
sult of the revival in the lumber business,

. THERE is an amusing pictorial reference,
on our last page, to a secret society exist-
ing in Montreal. The police are not yet
decided wheéther to regard it as serious or
not, though they have clues enough to
show that several young men of good
families are engaged in the foolish scheme
‘and thereby staud a good chance of dis-
gracing themse Several of the jour-
nalists of the city have been threatened
with murder and arson, apd 4 number of
cottages belonging to a  gentleman in
Hochelaga have had their garden statuary
mutitated. S, . €. meanz a Society
for the I'rotection of Canadians, us against
Englishwen, Irishmen and Secotchmen.
No real harm may be meant, but the
idiatic youths should be made to under-

_stand that mere threats of bedily injury
or destruction of property are a eriminal
offence.

Tue political campaign contest in Great
Britiin is regarded as unparalieled in this
generation, and it is expected that more
votes will be cast than at any previons
general election ; Liberals show great con-
fidence, while Tories are more cautious;

social festivity is practically suspended

during the elections. Every boarding is
. covered with political placards.  Many
© private houses are displaying bills of can-
didates ; cabs, busses and other vehicles,
public and private, even carriages, are
similarly decorated. The total number of
candidates now reaches nearly 1,100, com-
prising 499 Liberals, 495 Tories, and 97
Home Rulers. Both sides are attacking
nearly every doubtful seat.  Barely a
~hundred constituencies ‘aro uncontested ;
‘these veturn 172 members, and are nearly
equally divided politically. ~ - Betting at

he Carlton Club, formerly 3 to 1 ona
“Tory. mnjority, is now even.

OUR HIGH COMMISSIONER,

The public man who has most occupied
attention during the past woek is . Sir
Acexaxper Garr. We, therefore, pre-
sent our readers a portrait of him taken
from the latest photegraph. It is not
necessary that we shouldappend a biograph-
ical memoir, as we have had the privilege
of doing so in these pages on several pre-
vious occasions. It will sutfice to say that
Sir ALexasper is still'in the prime of
life, in the enjoyment of good health, and
prepared to devote all his energies and his
transcendent abilities to the service of his
country. He enjoys the exceptional ad-
vantage of being acceptable to both par-
ties, with a record above suspicion, and
that independence of private fortune
which places a man above the temptations
of office. Tor a small country, Canuada
can boast of quite a large number of men
whose talents are above the average, and
whose character is heyond suspicion, as we
had occasion to state only last week, in
reference to the late Mr. Hovrown, and
among these none oceupy a higher posi-
tion than Sir Avexasper Garr. For
geveral years past he has chosen, for rea-
sons best known to bhimself, and which
have been genemlly accepted, to  with-
draw from active politieal life, and during
that time he has been chosen to perform
several functions eminently serviceable to
Canada, and which have tended to enhance
his reputation. Ho was selected by the
late administration to preside over the
Halifax Fisheries Conference, and the
manpner in which he discharged the deli-
cate duties assigned him reccived generl
approval,  On the accession of the present
government he was chosen to discharge a
difficult diplomatic missiou on the conti-
nent, and there, too, he acquitted himseif
to the satisfaction of all parties.  His sue-
cess was indeed o marked that no one
was surprised to find that he had received
a higherand more responsible appointment
as High Commissioner from the Dominion
to Great Britain, with effieial residence in
London. The appointment was so well
received on all sides, that prior to his depar-
ture hie was tendered & banquet in Mon-
treal by a large number of his friends and
adirers, inespective of party. The ban-
quet was in every way a successful one,
and rose to the proportions: of an event
from the speech pronounced on the ocea-
sion by Sir ALEXANDER, in which he gave
a detatled  programme of the functions
which he was expected to fulfil as High
Commissioner.  In advanece of the debate
on this subject, which may be expected in
Parliament, the speech of Sir ALEXANDER
acquires an exceptional importance and a
brief analysis of the same will, therefore,
be acceptable to our readers who take an
interest in the onward march of the Domi-
nion.  We notice that some papers have
affecied to exaggerate the bearing of this
discourse, and it is, therefore, the more
importanut that its main features should be
propetly  understood.  Sir ALEXANDER
divided his mission into three parta—-
financial, immigration and diplomatie.

With regard to the first it i3 intended
that the Dominion should take charge of
its own finances in° London.  The credit
of our country is now so firmly established
in the money market that we no longer re-
quire exceptional support, and winle we
continue to be grateful for the assistance
received in past years from the financial
firms who have attended to t:at duty
in London, Canada has now grown to
that point where it is no longer necessary
that it should get its aceess to the London
warket through any particular channel of
that kind, but has the right to appear there
in the same way as much less important
colonies are now doing, seeking any agsist-
ance they require entirely and solely on
the financial merits of the colony itsclf.
When it is stated that 3100,000 will be
saved ‘every year in this way, the uses of
the ‘mission -will ‘be ‘most readily appre-
ciated. = - ' ’ o

With reference to the subject of immi-
gration there iz no doubt that a resident
High Coramissioner can'be of invaluable
srsistanceto us on tho other sida.  The sot-

tloment of the North-West, which is the
most vital of all points of policy at the pre-
sent time, can only be carried through at a
very considerable expenso and, to be suc-
cossful, that expense has to be incurred at
a very early date. Sir Auvexaxper de-
clared, aud his statement was received
with enthusiastic applause, that it is only
through milways that this immigrmtion
can be furthered, and that unless those
railways are built through our own terri-
tory before the opportune moment passes
away, we shall see all the cmigmtion,
which is certain to leave the British Isles,
diverted to a foreign country, instead of
being utilized and brought to our own
shores, strengthening not merely Canadn,
but the empire itself. In two years we
shall have direet communication hy rail
way through our own territory to pro-
bably 200 or 300 miles to the west of Red
River. We shall then be able to carry
immigrants through our own country with-
out being obliged to hand them over to
foreigners,

With regard to his diplomatic duties,
Sir ALEXANDER made some very interest-
ing and important statements. He held that
by the Confederation Act, wo were placed
grend commercial questions on the same
footing in respect to the Imperial Govern-
ment as toward any foreign government.
Whatever we do has fo be made the sub-
Jeet of negotiation, and being tho suhbjeet
of negotiation, we must he an assenting
party as well as the Imperial Government.
This 1s strong language, bul it is states-
manly, because it places our relations to
the Ewpire in their true light.  In all
commercial transactions, thetefore, we have
not only to be consulted, but our decision
is expected.  Dritain will meet us half
way, but will never impose her will or her
peculiar policy upou us. Inregard to any
negotiations of ours with foreign coun-
tries, we are informed that England will
assist us with her good-wiil and all the
ability of her trained diplomatic staff
It is pot proposad to sttempt any inde-
pendent pegotiation, but we shail have
the Foreign OMlico to assist and support
us. - We are further told that the Gover-
nor-Gieneral beartily approves of all these
arrangements,

Coming down to particulars Sir Avgs-
ANDER GarT divided the subjects upon
which he would be called upon to deal
with the Tmperial Government into three
heads—the defences of the conntry, the
territorial question and the . commercial
question. We are bound to do our duty for
the defenco of our own shores, and also, in
a less degree, to do our duty us the de
fenders of our common Queen and coun-
try.  Henee we ought to assume our share
of the military defence of the Empire, in-
cluding war ships, a naval reserve and a
powerful militia organization.  Territori-
ally, we may look fur the assistanee of the
mother country in developing the innmense
resources of the North-West.  There is no
1eason why we should be charged with
the whole of the labaur of that gigantic
undertaking,  Canada has Jdone her share
nobly, pledging her whole financial re
sources and. honour in opening up that
country, and there is no reason to doubt
that England will perform hers, especially
in view of the fact that we work over ilns
half a continent at the instanee of the Im-
perial Government . for the sake of - her
children as well as our own. With re.
spect to the commercial question, Sir
ALEXANDER was rather more speculative
and his meaning wins not quite so cleur.
Some have contendéd that he alluded - to
an Twperial - Zollverein, or  commercial
union between the mother conntry,. Ca-
nada aod all other eolonial dependencies.
This is a vast subject and practically does
not belong to tho nearfuture. - For further
light on the intentions of the government
in this respeet we shall have to wail for the
parliamentary debate which will doubtless
soon come up on the point.  Altogether
the speech of Sir AZEXANDER GALT was
received with general favour, and taking
it in its essential features,” it may be set
down ‘as the ‘most " important * discourse
pronounced in thé past twelve months,

THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

BUDGRT DEBATE.—WELLAND CANAL.—FISIERY
AWARD.~—IMMIGRATION PAMPULETS.— g
DUCTION OF SALARIES’ BILL—~EXTRADITION,
~WINDING Ul INSURANCE COMPANIES —
THE RIGI COMMISSIONER. ‘

(’I"mmf Our Special Corresponident.)

Orrawa, March 27th, 1880.—Tlere was an
effort made to get thrangh the Budget debute
before the Easter holidays, but it was not sue.
cessful,  Many of the members have sectned
anxious to wnke deliverances of their sentiments
on this question, and although some of the
speeches have exhibited industey and sbility, it
is still very wearisome to “have constant
rechaugfés of the same old arguments, There
ave no-new facts; there can be no new argu.
ments 3 and for the rest, the debate is MU Pose.
less, secing that noliody expects to ¢ nge o
single vote, and as far as etfect upon the country
is coucerned, it seems to me this is rather an
wnfortuuate time for that, 1 shall not, for these
reasons, try to furnish youn with any recapito-
lation of the arguments used in the debate this
week.

There was, on Monday. a conversation of some
interest on an emquiry by Mr. Mackenzie if the
Welland Canal could not be opened early in
April. - He stated that the question was one of
great importance for the trade of the country
and Me. Gault, one of your city mombers, said
that the non-opening of this canal before the
Ist of May woull send 2,000,060 bushels of
wheat through the Erie Canal, which wanld
othrrwise go to Montreal.  Sir Charles Tapper
replied that the Government were exceedingly
anxious to epen the canalat the earliest possible
wotient, but it was impossible to complete the
works going ou before the 2ith of April, after
which it wonld take until the 1st of May 1o fill
the canal ;. but s respects the Erie Cansl com-
petition, it may happen that this canal will not
e open befare the svme date, so that, in point
of time, ut least the competition may not be
serious,

On the same day, Mr, MacDounell, of Inver.
ness, mesved Lis resolutionson the Fighery Award
the objret beitig Lo assert the yriuciplw'thx.{ {},:-
mioney should be livided among the Maritime
Provinees, and this motion was warmly sup-
ported by the Opposition members from these
Provinees, wlio went so far as to refuse to accede
to Sir Leonard Tilles’s request that the dehate
shoubd be adjourned until certain papers could
b brought down.  They asserted, in reply, that
there could be uo further popers of importance
W bring dawn, Ou this issie, of course, they
were simiil}‘ defeated, and the Jebate wan ad-
Journed sine dic. There is undoubtediy mush
to say in favour of the preiension that the
tishtertes follow the individual territorial rights
of the Proviness, - a principle which was rHCog-
nized in the case of Newfoundland,  Huat then
that Provinee does not belong to the Confeder-
ation, while all the others ure, ws it wore, married
to each other, sud have throswen their interest in
with the Confmleration. [ thuk, therefore,
that the less we make any questions of this kind
seetional and provincial, the better. [t cer-
tainly would happen, {u the event of any body
attempting to intertere unduly with the fisheries,
that the whole Dominion, awd not any single
Provinee, would be ohliged to mainfain the
rights and privileges belonging to thew, This
motion tx, therefore; i mistake.

Thers was a little breize the same evening
over innmnigration pamphlets, remarkable prin-
cipally fur much ado abont nothing, 14 appears
that a series of somewhat lively Tetters wpitten
by the Hon. Peter Mitchell, deseriptive of his
travels in Manitoba and the Northe West, which
appeared during the sntamn in the Montreal
Heruld, were subsoquently poblished in pawph-
Iet form ; amad thut, su thiz pamphiet, the St.
Paul, Mivneapolis and Munitoba Railway Co.—
that i the Company holding the line of milway
frotn 8¢, Paul to the houndary of Manitobn; of
which Mr, Geo, Stephen, of Montreal, is Presi-
dent, and Mr. Bo DL Angus, late of the Bank of
Muntreal, one of the principal managers - pro-
eared the insertion of an advertisement olfering
for sale the bands of the Comnpany in Minnesota,
Some of these pumphlets, with this advertisement
in, were sent up to the Department of Agrical
tire to be distributed as *“inamigration litera-
ture.”  This led to n good deal of declamation
on the part of Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Blake, Mr.
Trow, Mr. Anglin nnd others, on the im wwopriety
of spending the public money of Cauada to pro-
mate emigratian to au American Railway Com.
pany's lands in Minnesota.  The Minister, Mr.
Pope, auswered by stating that no public money
whatever had been paid for that pamphlet, and
that- ity distribution had been stopped as soon
as the objectionable features which it contained
had been perceived. 1 do not see anything
remnerkable in all these cireumstances, and cer-
tainly nothing on which to get up decinmation
in Parliment sgainst a Minister known to be
ro favourably disposed towards immigration to
(anada as Mr. &’npc. He  himaelf took this
ground.in the debate, and said he was willing
to stand or his reconi as & promoter of immi-
gration,  He hag, “in fact, been counspicuous
among all the Ministers for his zenl on this sub- -
Jjeet, nnd, therefore, deserves well of the country.
[t is nothing to say that an Awmerican advertise-
ment mightﬁmve s{ippml into a pamphlet which

he did. not publish, over which he had no een-




