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STAGE TRICKS.
Notwithstanding the reformation that has taken place in althat concerns stage matters, there Io a good deal left to com-fort even the most unyielding Tory. Floods of lime-lighthave been turned on; the air has been iflled with "suspended

women," as the French programmes style it; streets have
been buit upon the stage, primarval forests planted, theatical
drawing-rooms equipped, ("the furniture by Messrs. - y"
" the carpets by Messrs. - ," to say nothing of other in-formation)--in short, a new world bas been created behind
the curtain which would make Garrick's bright eyes stare,
and George Frederick Cooke express his astonishment. Butwith this headlong march of improvement there is one triflingmatter that has not kept pace. The upholstery, colouring,
and light may have developed ; but there are certain old tradi-
tiona of " business " which are as unchanged as the yellow
waistcoat, high collar, and the "flap " pockets of an oldcountry squire. These time-honoured traditions handed down
from (theatrical) father to son are as tenderly cherished asthough they were heirlooms, and every night at the RoyalThaumatrope or some other well-known " Temple of Thespis "we are certain to see some of these stale and ancient histri-
onic peculiarities in the fullest vigour.

First as to servants. Now, who, though a martyr to bis
menials-suffering daily billousness by his cook, and plun-
dered weekly by-his valet-would consent to accept the ser-
vices of the gentry who are "in place " on the stage ? The
classes of these beings are innumerable, but all alike are un-
natural and disagreeable. In the "comedy dramIa "we are
often introduced to an attendant in a white livery coat and
plush breeches, with long weeping whiskers down to his arn-pits, who closes bis eyes as he speaks, puts his arm into the
shape of a teapot handle, ad struts about as though his legswere made of china. A roar attends him as he cornes on and
goes, with grotesque antics worthy of a pantomime. This
outrageons caricature is meant to be a portrait of the London
Sflunkey." Not less odious is the red-faced, drunken butler
in some "Sir George's" family, who, when the drawing-room
is full of company, walks about addressing various persons in
a thick utterance, and helps on the plot in sorne way. Every
one knows the dapper valet of the farce, who serves a rollick-
ing young master, and is employed to carry letters to some
young lady in a boarding-house. He is always making puni,
laughing privatelv in his bat, or flying to avoid the kick bis
master makes at him. Sometimes he l personated by a young
lady who wears top boots and a kind of dress livery, and the
combination is singularly disagreeable. Another peculiarity
of stage menials is their gait. Whatever they do, be it a mes-
sage, or answering the bell, or announcing visitors, it Is done
at a sort of headlong pace. It je curious, too, that no sooner
does Mrs. Chesterfield, after writing and sealing the letter
which is to announce to her busband that she quits him for
ever, "strike upon the bell," or press the little spring of the
little gong, than the servant appears at the door with the ab-
ruptness of a Jack-in-the-box. Needless to say that this
prompt attention to our wants is not known off the stage. It
may be said, too, that in most drawing-rooms people go over
to the fire-place and ring the bell, otherwise we might go on
chiming the little instrument for hours, and be told, in remon-
strance, that "it was not 'eard in the servants' 'alil." Again,when a menial delivers a letter on the stage, he comes rushing
in as though he were a postman, with a salver extended, halte
like a soldier, answers the question in a loud, off-band fashion,
and gets off, right about face, at the same speed. The way in
which announcements of visitors, carrages, &c., are made on
the stage, le simply detestable. At some houses there is a
walnut-faced, Diggory- looking person who seems to be always
selected for livery--a preference he no doubt owes to this
brisk style of doing his work, which bas secured the stage
manager's approbation. How curious, too, the hash of French
names. "Muaseier le Shevaller de, &c.!" "A letter for
MardarmI"

The pert valet le associated with some extraordinary tra-
ditions. "Did you give my letter?I" asks his master on maay
occasions. "Yes, sir, I did." "Well, what didhe say, sir?"
"He told me to go to the Devil 1I" "And what did you do?"
"Well, sir, I came to you 1 " It would be impossible to say
ln how many pieces this time-honoured jest turne up. It may
be suspected that it la often introduced as a valuable plece of
repartee. But, after all, what would his part be, shorn of one
important piece of business ? or, indeed, what would the drama
itself be without it? Repeated agaln and again without vari-
ation; renewed two or three times during the course of a per-
formance, the exercise in question always rouses the iffagging
attention of an audience into delighted sympathy. Need it be
said that the allusion le to the practice of stage-kissing? Kiss-
ing at the close of a scene bas obtained, and will always ob-
tain, o long as the Britisli drama shall flourish. The servant
-notably the pert valet aforesaid-always enjoys the chief
ahare of this pastime. He bas brought bis master's letter for
delivery to Susan's "young lady." "It'is very nice, ain't It,
Susan, for people to be in love with each other?I" "I'm sure
I can't say, Mr. Smart." "I wish somebody was in love with
me, Susan." Susan toisses her head, and wonders why on
earth he should wish that. "Because "-drawing nearer-" I
say, Susan, you're uncommon pretty ; you are, indeed." "For
shame, Mr. Smart. Let me go, or I'il scream out." Then, of
course, follows kisu-kis, with an agitated "There's missue's
bell 1!" and both run out at opposite @Ides. If the valet be a
mnu cf influlte humour he wl ll out, " I say, Susan, I for-
got te tell yen something," and by this ingenious ruse securs
another salute. Who bas net seen this ail again and again?
Among the higher classes it le net nearly se effective, uer
does it evoke mucb sympatby. The proceedings cf the valet
and Susan are, ne doubt, reproduced at a bundred suburbanvillas and BIue Lions, and touch tbe true chord. In genteel
comedies there is a smail amount tolerated between two levers,
snd with certain actressei cf a higbly correct tuçi cf mind the
proceeding le carried eut in a mnimetic way, the kiss being
about as genuine as the alap the clown giveî tbe pantaloon in
the pantomime.

The conventional mode on a stage cf opening aud reading aletter nuit almost jar on a spectator cf nice sensibilities.
Dramnatic Instinct, or even a little refiection, would show
players how effective this simple proceeding culd be made.
But ne. It mnuit be caruied ont lu a bighly forced sud un-
natural style. " A letter ! " says Henry Mordaunt, who opens
it by tearing off the envelope in strips-a fashion peculiar te
the stage. A very mean solution miay be offered for this-viz.,
that stage letters are written on a cbeap, thin material, wbich
will net open lu the simple style that a substantial envelope

of ordinary life does, but from its fnimîy materials bas to be
destroyed in this mincemeat fashion. When Mordaunt bas got
his letter open he gives it a tap with the back of his fingers
to smooth it out, and reads it invariably at arm's length,
holding it with both bands. He reads it also aloud, with ex-
traordinary emphasis (often to slow music). Al this is absurd
and unnatural, but our actors would sooner go to the stake
than resign this "ebusiness."

Connected with the letter reading is the important inter-
view-when onu of the characters brings down two chairs, andsets them In the middle of the stage, a proceeding that la
really unknown in polite life. The chair may be drawn for-
ward for the lady, whilst the host drops carelessly on a sofa close
by, but this formali setting of chairs," which must date back to
the days of Garrick, bas a depressing effect on the spectator,
who knows that he hi "in I" for a long and serions conversation.
Could not also the absurd arrangement of furnishing a front
scene, with the necessary two chairs and a little table, brought
in specially by a stage servant, be got rid of? No amount of
habit or tradition can get rid of a disagreeable jar attendant
on It. So with the two meunals who came to unfurnish the
room, one carrying out the table and two chairs linked to-
gether In an ingenious combination.

There are certain primitive arrangements as to scenery
which still obtain, notwithstanding the march of colour and
cauvas. There ls an air of incongruity, to say the least of it,
in seeing the opened archway of the castle saring aloft,
swhngmng and fluttering like a sail, only to disclose a banquet-
ing hall within. More disagreeable i it to see a whole cathe-
dral, as In "Faut," In Covent Garden, hoisted aloft into the
clouds. At some bouses the two halves of a "fiat " scene
still come merrily together with a loud and startling clap ;and In the same opening again we see the legs of the scene-
shifter, whose shoulders are applied to the frainework, can-tering alone briskly. Sometimes we see a loose canvas scene
drawn upwards In sudden twitches, clearly revealing the fact
that the bands of men are busily engaged In the task. On
the same principle great folding doors often flap to as the lover
burets Indignantly from the apartment, with a ricketty airi-
neis but too significant of their canvas material ; and a draw-
ing-room with real gilt cornices, on which hang real curtains,does not atall harmonise with the sham andJpainted windows.

Another direction, too, in which there le room for improve-
ment, is the fashion of eating and drinking on the stage. In
operas we all know there is nothing in the pasteboard jug;but the singer, when he fils bis goblet, does it In really toccareless a manner, and does not care to conceal that he is
filling out air and drinking nothing. The generous rebel, whoi called on to drink to a usurping sovereign, will fiung bis
goblet on the floor, quite reckless as to whether the peculiar
" cardboardI" sound may not be Inconsistent with the metallic
appearance-for it affects to be silver. It muit be conceded,however, that eating ia carried on In a thoroughly realistic
manner. Actors muet look back to that unique night of the
production of a comedy written by a certain noble lord, and
produced at the noble lord's theatre; when the realisation of
eating could not be further carried. There were breakfasts In
a crowded country bouse, a pionic ln the woods attached to
the house ; and on every occasion rich and genuine banquets
were set forth--meat-ples, hams, and tongues from Messrs.
Fortnum and Mason, real champagnes, and other wines. This
was what might be called putting the piece " on u in a satis-
factory and generous spirit. Only it was toc appetizing for
the audience.

It muit be owned that the question of money payment In
specie is rather an embarrassing one. When it is spurned, asit often l, the intended recipient of course flings "lyer gold "
on the ground, where, being made of tin, it makes a peculiarly
light and unsatisfactory sound. On the other band, If it were
made of heavier stuf, say of iron, the rattle on the boards, therolling about in circles, would be equally undramatic. Some
juste miliu should surely be thought of. Objections might be
alo taken to the fashion In which the soldiers In helmets
come In to execute their arrests, fling off three to this, three
to that side, and keeping close to the wall of the chamber. A
body of privates, or of police detailed for such a function would
enter in more disorderly and business-like fashion. Al these
things are inconsistent with the great advance of scenic art in
other directions, and indicates an undue adherence to tradi-
tion.-Graphic.

Appleton's Jownai caUs a prima donna a compound of vulture
and nightingalse.

M. Alexandre Damas la going to Italy to work on a five-act
comedy for the Odéon.

Mlle. DI Murska bas returned to New York to enter into an
engagement for an elaborate operatic tour through this country.The season, In which she will be supported by Natali-Testa,Vizzani, Mari, Romal-Galli, and other well-known artiste, will
begin on the 2d of March, lu Albany, whence she wll go toUtioa, Syracuse, Roohester, Buffalo, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Pitts-
burg, and Philadelphia.

It Is rumoured that Mr. Mapleson may probably commence
hie season of Her Majesty'e Opera, at Drury Laue Theatre, withsome performances in honour of the Royal narriage, about the
middle e March. It ls uaid that the ese bas engaged two
young prima donnas who have recently achieved great success
abroad--Mdle. Led!, fromi Milan sud other Italian citise; sudMdlIe. Singelli, freom Serin ; besides a new tenor, Signor Pala-.
dinh, from La Scala. Sir Michael CJouta wIll again preside as
conductor sud musical director.

Lord Minto, lu hie recollections, describea Mms. Siddons as be-
ing very beautiful lu s rom, but cf the strong, powerful sert ef
beauty that remninds one cf a handsomne Jewess. " She does net
speak much, sud that mnodestly enough, but lu a slow, set, sud
studied sont cf phrase sud accent, very like the most familiar
passags of her acinug, but aVilIlu a degree theatrical. Mn. Sld-
do'ns ls quite s plain, modest, wel-.behaved man, Sali, stout,clean, sud well-Iooking, but nothing theatrical, romsati, er
witty, sud bis appearance not mach as ons would concuive the
mate of the Tragic Muse ought to be."

PEACTICAL PLATS.- Mr. Thorpe Pede bas written fbm Vhs
Alexania Theatre, London, a plece called " This Plot of(dround
Vo Let,"which describes hm own adventures lu procnu Vhs site
upon which the Theatre le built. Messrs. Baker, utelli,
Chamiberlain, Elten, sud Hilton did their best for this ane sd
Mn. Pede wae called before Vhs cartain. This piece, ~Ihg
only interesting to those immediately concerned, ls nottesable
bosas it opens up a uew and fruitful field to author managers.

"How I Opened My Box Office " would make a fline farce;
"Who Painted My Act Drop," a capital comedietta; "-My Arch-

itect's Bill," a three-act melodrama, and "Chorister's Wanted,"
a lovely comis opera.

Herr Wagner's last appeal to the public for subscriptions to en-
able him to complote bis theatre at Bayreuth seems to have pro-
duced but little effect. The total amount subscribed, Including the
pronte of Herr Wagner's concerts lu North Germany, lu about 100,
000 thalers, and nearly the whole of this sun has already beeu
expended ln constructing thé outer aboli of the building. The
few workmen who still remain are employed ln removing the
scaffolding, but nothing more can b done for want of funds. It
lu estimated that a further aum of 200,000 thalers would b. re-
quired for the construction of the stage, the purchase of scenery,
and the engagement of painters and musicians. As there does
not seem to be any prospect of obtaining this amount by public
subscription, it le proposed to apply to the "crowned beads "of
Germany for their combined assistance ln behalf of the under-
taking.

GERNÂ PLAYs. - A German correspondent writes: The
stage teems with new pieces. For example, the manager of one
of the principal Vienna theatres received for examination over
200 original dramas lst year, fromnvarious kno w n and unknown
authors, of which ho found only eighteen available, and this la
said to be the case at all the principal theatres. The plays that
are accepted are ln general excellent studios of character, andfull of satire upon the foilles of the day. And yet, however cor-
dially a new piece lu received, It seldoma bas a ,&run." The crav-
ing for novelty soon pushes it aside, after three or four perform-
ances, and these do not follow each other lu succession, but at
Intervals of two or three weeks. A run" " of a hundred nightsof a piece, however magnificent it might be, would ho considered
by the amusement-loving public as undesirable as it would be
impossible.

The firt thing a promising youth naid to a dog presenting his
nose at hie heels, was: "Go away ! Do you think I'm a bone?"

Two hearts that beat as one are singularly oblivious to mud.
We never knew a man in love to circulate a petition for a new
pavement or an additional lamp-post.

A Peoria naturalist, in attempting to warm the ears of a frozen
wasp over a gas jet, discovered that the tail ofthe insect thawed
out rst, and worked with a rapidity that was as astonishing asthe hideous profanity of the naturalist, who held the insect by
the tail while thus experimenting.

An Iowa school-teacher bas been discharged for the offense of
kissing a female assistant. Whereupon a local paper inquires
d what inducement is there for any person to exile himself to
the country districts of Iowa to direct the young Idea ln its
muaket practice if ho is to be denied the ordinary luxurles of
every-day life? "

In Galloway largoerage are met with having ancient writingson tho. One on the fara of Knockleby bas eut deep on the
'upper aide, "Lift me up and Ilil tell you more." 'A number of
people gathered to this crag and succeeded ln lifting it up, ln
hopes of being well repaid; but iustead of fnding any gold, theyfound written on It, "Lay me down as I was before."

FIYTH AVENUE POcAHONTAsEs.-A correspondent writes:
"A brand-new thing is the 'unbleached face powder,' a clear
olive tint, considered much more stylish than the old-tilme
pearl-white and esh tinta. On Fifth Avenue ot a bright after-
noon eau be met any number of these brune complexions-a
dash of rois upon the cheeks, and the hair parted one side and
plastered ln scallops across the front. This olive powder is mak.
ing Pocahontases of the already beaded and feathered damsels.

Some years ago a letter was recelved lu New Orleans, directed
to " the biggest fool ln New Orleans." The postmaster was ab-
sent, and on hie return one of the young clerks informed him of
the recelpt of the letter. "And what became of it ?Ilinquired
the postmaster. "Why," replied the clerk, "I did not know
who the biggest fool ln New Orleans was, so I opened the letter
myself." "And what dId you ud l It ? " linquired the post-
master. "Why," replied the clerk, dnothing but the words,' Thon art the manl'"

" SAN."-At a masquerade given one evening lait week at a
private residence two or tbree miles out from Boston, fears hav-
Ing been expressed that ethers might come who were not Iu-
vited, a lady prominent in getting up the occasion sent round to
the invited some carde which were formerly used by ber bus-
band, said carda to b. given up at the door. The novelty con-stits ln the card, on which was printed "Good for one load of
Sand." It le not known whether the order on the carde was
filled, but it les afe to say that only Invited guests were preesent.
- GEoRiE's Ruse.-Before the adoption of the Police Act In
Airdrie, a worthy named Geordie G. had the surveillance of the
town. A drunken, noisy Iriahman was lodged In the celli, and
ho caused an "awful row " by kicking the oeil door with his
heavy boots. Geordie went to the col, sand, opening the door a
little, said, si Man, ye micht put aff yer buits, and I'il gie them a
bit rub, so that ye'll be respectable 'like afore the Baille ln the
mornin'." The prisoner complied with the request, and saw hie
mistake only when the door was closed upon him, Geordie cry-
Ing out, "Ye can kick as lang as ye like noo."

CALIFoENIA ScIENcE.-This, froin a California paper, ln char-
acteristil of the scientifie spirit in Bret Harte's State: "A miner,fond of .whiskey, attempted to obtain a drink surreptitiously
froi a soda-water bottle which the foreman had ln a box in the
waggon. Watching when the overseer had turned away for a
minute, ho alipped up to the waggon, alyly inserted hisb and,
took out the soda-water bottle, and swallowed the contents.-
but just thon the foreman discovered him, and saw that he had
drunk a bottle of quicksilver instead of the coveted whiskey.All the window glass ln the nelghbourhood was collected, asd
that miner was kept busy for two days breathing on Vhs pauses
to couvent themi inte mirrors."

HINTs TO HOUsEWIvEs, BT ONEx WHo KNOWs.--14. The near-
eut way to your husband's heart-and pocket, lu thrôugh bis
understandings. Se If you dosine a new frock, neyer forget to
have bIs slippers well warmed on bis return frein the city.

2. Every body knows how heat affects the baud. Se when
you go to church, wear your very oldest gloves to Vhs bei even-
lng services, sud be careful to keep Vhe stlff new cnes for your
morning devotions-when Vhs plate goes round.

8. How to gat a new bonnet. Give yoar hubby nias ittle
tasty dishes every day for dinfler, sud stick te Vhs cold mutton
yourself. When he aski Vhs neason, shako your head, sigh, and
say, "Ian obUged Vo econonmise, dean." Keep on like this for
s week, thon, after yeu have given him bis second edition of
grog, hini that youa "poor old bonnet lu getting 5o shabby."

4. Recollect that connublal blise is like raspterry jam, ît will
keep a long time If properly prserved.

5. It le the duty et wives te be submisasive sud obedient te
their husbands in everything. When, therefore, your lord sud
master tel yeu to go sud get yourself a new .1lk dress cm two,
sud seal-ikin coats for Vhe winter, obey hlm ai eues. By acting
thus yen wlI do your duty, sud at Vhe samne ine gratlfy your
own--consienee.
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