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{118 RXCELLENCY'S VIBIT TO TiK WEBTEKN PAIR AT LONDON

forms tho subject of three Hlustratious in this issue. The
fireinen’s torch-light procession, ifllustrated on the first page,
was not the perfect success it might have been, owing to the
bad state of the weather, But notwithstanding the downpour
of rain and sleet the programme was carried out to the letter,
Shortly after cight o’clock the London Fire Brigade and their
visitors, the Petrolia, St. Thomas, Ingersoll, und Stratford
Brigades, formed opposite the Firemen's Hall, and, headed by
the baud of the Tth Battalion, marched to the Tecuamsch
House, which was brillinntly illuminated for the occasion,
Here they hinlted for some time, and then paraded the
principal strects of the ¢ity., All ulong the route torches were
carricd, and Bt, Catharine’s wheels, Roman candles, and
rocketa fired in every direction,

The four arches crected on the rond from the Great Western
station to the Fair Grounds, and the appearance of the
grounds at the time of the presentation of the address to His
Excellency, when the place wan illed with one dense crowd,
have also been illustrated by our artist,

Special articles descriptive of the
QUARTE-CBUSHING MACHINE,
and of
ABBOTT'S HER WUVE
will be found on pages 242 and 2853,

Mr. F. M. Bell Smith faruishes for this number, in addition
to thw illustrations of His Excellency’s visit to London, a
skotch of some

AGRICULTURAL IMVLEMENTS AT THX GUALPI CENTHAL VAR,

held early last mouth under the auspices of the South
Wellington and Guelph Township Agdaultaral Societies.

The name of John Gitbaert, now
BIR JOHX GILBERT,

is a5 familiar as a houschold word in every country whither
Enulish books and periodicals find their way.,  Chictly by his
histgrical and Christinas illustrations, he is known in connec-
tion with the Hlustrat-d Lendan News, to which he has contri-
buted siuce its commrncement. His tustrations of Stasuton's
Shakespeare, Dnrry Cornwalls’ Pocins; published by Chapman
and Hall in 15857, tbe Perey Talez of the Kings of Euogland,
and Maxwell's Life of the Duke of Wellington, are all well
known.

As A painter Sir John Gilbert hns won a high reputation,
1o 1836—h¢ was then ninetesn—=his Gest exhibited picture, a
water-colour drawing, ¢ The Arrest of Lord Hastings by the
Protector, Richard Duke of Gloncuester,” was in the Saffolk
Strect Gallery and nn oil-painting was i the Royval Aondemy,
then in Somerset House, in the swme year,  In 1839 he first
exhibited at the British Institation, and from that tiwe has
besn almost constantly represented at that calleey, and ooca-
sionally at the Royal Academy,  His best Kuown oil pdetnres
are—+ Dog Quixotte Giving Advice to Sancho Panza” fol-
Jowed by many other subjects from Cervantes; © The Edaes.
tion of Gil Blas 7 a scene from 9 Tristram Shandy ™ o othello
before the Senate ;7 “'The Murder of Thomas Booget ) 8 e
Plays of Shakespenre,” a kind of tablean in which all the
principal characters in ench play are introdeecd ;< Charge of
Cavaliers at Nuseby ;7 9A Drawing Room st St oJames'sy7 » A
Regiment of Hoyalist Cavaley i Rubens and Teniers 77 v The
Studio of Rembrandt ¥ and © Wolsey and Breokinglaam.™  In
1852 Mr. Gilbert was elected an Assoaciate of the Hoyal Aca-
demy, and in 1853 & memberof the Society of Painters in
Water-Colours,  He was knighted in the carly part of the
year,

HALLOWEELN,

The timchonoured festival which falls this vear on Thurs-
day of this week, will have besn, by the time this paper
reaches the reader, duly colebrated with all the custorary
tites and observances,  The history of the feast has been re-
lated time and time again, but the secount gives in Chambers’
Rook of [lays, to which most writers on thiz sabject look for
thelr facts, uiay, perhaps, be new to many of onr readers, so
we give it in its entirety

There is, perhaps, no night in the year which the papalar
imagination lins stamped with a more peculiar character than
the evening of the 318t of October, known as Al Hallow's Eve,
or Halloween. It is clearly a relic of Pagan times, for there
is nothing in the churchi-observance of the ensuing day of All
Saints to have originated such extraordinary uotions as are
connected with this celebmted festival, or such remarkalle
practices as those by whici it is distinguished.

The leading idea rexpectigg Halioween ix that it is the
time, of all others, when supernatural intfluences prevail, It
in the night set apart for a universal walking abroad of spirits
both of the visible and invisible world ; for, as will be after-
wards seen, one of the special chameteristios attributed to
this mystic evening, is the faculty conferred on the immaterial
principle in humanity to detach itself from its corporent
tenement and wander abroad theough the realms of space,
Divination Is then believed to attain its highest power, and
the gift asserted by Glendower of ealling spirits “from the
vaaty doep.” becomenavaitable to all who choose to nvail them-
selves of the privileges of the oceasion,

There is a remarkable uniformity in the ficeside-customs of
this night all over the United Kingdom, Nuts and apples
are everywhere in requigition, and consumed. in immense
numbers,  Indeed, the name of Nutecack Night, by which
Halloween “is known. in the north of England, indieates the
‘predominance of the former of these articies in making up
the entertainments of the vvening. They are not only crcked
and vaten; but made the means of vaticination in love aflairs,

JAud here we quote from Burtd's poom-of Hailoween :
“ Thae auld guidwife's woll-igondit nita
Aro round and round divided,
And mony lndy” and Tnasiod’ Mntes

Ara thore that night idecided ;
Rome kindlo, couthie, xido by xido,
And burn thegither trimiy .
Somo MAart awa wi’ gauey pride,”
A Jump out-owre the v-(himly
Fu' high that night.
Joan stipa in twa wi' tentlo o'o;
Wha "twas, sho wadna tell;
But this is Jock, and thiv i me,
_-Bhe saya in to hersol’:

He bleozed owre her, and she owre him,
As they wod nover mair part;
Till, fuff! he started up the lum,
And Jean had o’on nsair heart
To see’t that night.”

Brand, in his Popular Antiquities, is more explicit: ¢ It is
a custom in Ircland, when the young women would know if
their lovers are faithful, to put three nuts upon the bars of
the grate, naming the nuts after the Tovers. 1f a nut cracks
or jumps, the lover will prove unfaithful ; if it beginsg to blaze
or burn, he has a regard for the person making fthe trial. If
the nuts named after the girt and her lover burn together,
they will be married.”

As to apples, there is an old custom, perbaps still observed
in some localities on this merry night; of hanging up a stick
horizontally by a string from the celling, and putting a candle
on theone end and an spple ou theother, The atick being made
to twirl rapidly, the merry-makers in succession leap up and
snatch at the apple with their teeth (no use of the hands being
allowed), but it very frequently happens that the candle comes
round before they are uware, and scorches them in the face,
or anoints them with grease.  The disappointments and mis-
adventures occasion, of course, abundance of laughter. But
the grand sport with apples on Halloween is to set them afloat
ina tab of water, into which the juveniles, by turns, duck
their heads with the view of catching an apple. Great fun
goes on in watching the attempts of the youngster in pursuit
of the swimming frait, which wriggles from side to side of
the tub, and evades all attempts to capture it; whilst the
disappointed aspirant is obliged to abandon the chase in
favour of another whose turn has now arrived. The apples
provided with stalks are generally caught first, and then
comes the tug of wir to win those which possess no such ap-
pendages.  Some competitors will deftly suck up the apple, if
a gmall one, into their mwouths,  Others plunge manfully
overhead in pursuit of a particular apple, and having forced
it to the hottom of the tub, seize it firmly with their teeth,
and cmerie, dripping and trimmphant, with their prize. Thizg
venturous procedure is generally rewarded with a hurrah ! by
the Iookers-on, and is recommended, by those versed in
Hallowecu-nquaticd, as the ouly sure method of attaining
suctess.  lu recent years, a practice has been iotroduced,
probubly by some tender mammas, timorous on the subject
of their offspring catehing cold, of dropping a fork from a
height into the tib among the apples, and thus turning the
sport into a display of warksmanship, It forms, however,
but a very inditferent substitute for the joyous merriment of
ducking and diving.

It is somewhat remarkable that the sport of ducking for
apples in not mentioned by Burns, whose celebrated poem of
Halloween presents so graphic s pictare of the cercmonies
proctised on thatl evening in the west of Scotland, in the
poet’s day,  Many of the rites there deseribed are now obsolete
or nearly <o, byt two or three still retain place in various
jurts of the country. Among these is the custom still pre-
vabent in Sootland, as the fuitistery Ifolloween ceremony, of
pulling &ad-siselks or stalks of colewort. The young people go
out hamdg ad, blindfolded, inmo the kuil-yard or garden,
and each pells the tirst stalk which he meets with, They
then return to the freside to fnspect their prizes.  Aécording
as the stalk is big or little, straight or crooked, so shall the
future wite- or hasband be of the party by whom it is pulled,
Tie quantity of earth sticking to the root denotes the amount
of fortune or dowry | and the taste of the pith or custoe indi.
cates the temper,  Finally, the stalks are placed, one after
ancther, over the door, and the Christian vames ot the per-
sous who chiance thereafter to enter the house are held in the
samme suevession (o indicate those of the individuals whom the
purties are to marry.

Another ceremony much practised on Halloween, is that of
the Three Dishes, or Luggics, Two of these are respectively
tfilled with clean aod foul water, aod one is empty. They are
razigeni on the bhearth, when the parties, blindfolded, advance
in succession, and dip their Sugers into one. - If they dip into
the clean water, they are to marey o maiden ; if into the foul
water, & widow 1 if into the ciapty dish, the party so dipping
is destined to be either a bachelor or an old maid.  As each
person tikes his turn, the position of the dishes is changed.
Buins thus deseribes the castom -

lu onders on the clean heurth-stase,

Tha luggles threo are ranged,

Ami every time great care is ta'en
To see them Jduly ehanged:

Auld abnele Johya, wha wedloek Juye
Sin” Mar's yvear did desire,

Besanse be gat the toons dish inrice,
e heaved them on the tire

In wradh that night.”

The ceremonies above deseribed are all of & light sportive
description, but there are others of & more weind-like and
fear{ul character, which iu this enlightened incredulous age
have fallen very mach into desnetude,  One of these is the
cefebrated spell of eating an apple before a looking-glass, with
the view of discovering the inquiver’s future husband, who, it
i belioved, will be seen peepiug over her shoulder, A eurious,
and withal, cautious, littdle maiden, who desires to try this
spell, is thus represented by Burns @

OWee Jenny to her granny says:
SWIl ve o owit e goauny? -
It ont the apple at the glass,
1 gat trae uncle Johnny,'™

A request which rouses the indignation of the old lady

s 8ho fuil™t her pipe wi’sie a Innt,
{n wrath she was sao vap'rin,
Kho notie't ni an aiele brunt
Her braw new wurset n‘-nm
(at thirough that night.

S Yedittle skelpio-limmer's face!
1 danr you try sie sportin’

Ax soek the fonl thief ony place,
For him to spae your fortitne
Nauo doubt but ve may got a sight !
Grent eanso yo b to fear it:
For mony a ane hag gotton a {right,

And Hved and died deleeret,
On sica night.'”

Granny’s warning was by nomeans a necdless oue, ns soveral
well-authenticated instances are related of persons who, either
from tho effeets of their own imagination, or some thought-
less practienl joke, sustained such severe nervous: shocks,
while casnying these Halloweenwspells, as serionsly toimperil
their health, S S

Another of these, what may perhaps be termed unhallowed, vites

“of ANl Hallows' Eve, is to wut o shirt-sleove, hang it up to the

five to dry, and lie in bed walching it ti1l midnight, when the

~ apparition of the individual's future partner for life will some

- numbers, for salnried of oftieinls,

in and turn the sleeve,

Buros thus alludez to the practice in
one of his songs :

“ The last Halloween I was waukin’,
My droukit sark-slecve. as yo ken;
His likenecss cam' up the house staukin’,
And the very gruy breeks o Tam Glea!”

Other rites for the invocation of spirits might be referred
to, such as the sowing of hemp-sced, and the winnowing of
three wechts of nothing, ie, repuating three times the action
of exposing corn to the wind. [n all of these the effect sought
to bé produced ig the same—the appearance of the future hus-
band or wife of the experimenter. A full duscription of them
will be found in the poem of Buarns, from which we have
already so iargely quoted. It may be here (Iremarkcd, that
popular belief ascribes to children born on Halloween. the
possession of certain mysterious faculties, such as that of
perceiving and bolding conversie with supernatural beings.
Sir Waltor Scott, it will be recollected, makes use of this cir-
cumstaance in his romance of The Monastery,

anadian Lrogress,

The Kingston Town Council have voted a banus for cach of
the next five years to an American maunfacturing company
who wizh to start a factory there,

A new stone quarry has been opened at Port Philip, Cums-
berland County, and shipments of srind<tone and bullding
stone are being made to the United States,

The total shipment of coal oil from Petrolia from July 12
to October 18 amounts to 128,500 burrels of erude oil, 1,170
barrels of refined, and 13,760 barr:ls of distilled ofl,

The promoters of the Guelph aud Oraugeville railway have
given notice that they will apply at the next Legislative As-
sembly for an act to incorporats a company to consiriact a
railway from Guelpb to Orangevifle, and thencs to Colling-
wood.

On Tuesday next the G, T, R, Company will commence to
reduce the gauge of the line to the 4 ft. 82 juch standard.
The line from Buffulo to Sarnia and Goderich will be tiest
altered, and other sections will jollow w8 soon as ocvasion de-
mands. By the middle of next summer i is expested the
reduced gauge will be in oporation as far e¢ast as Belleville,

The quastion of the possibility of of
port for ocean steamers will recsive a practieal
winter. Paspebiac,on the north shore of the Bay of Chaleurs,
iz the point chosen and will be visited during the winter
months by an ocean steamer. Sbould the plan be fooud ta be
feasible a ratlroad will Le construvied from Paspebis. to Mata-
pedia, there to connect with the Intercolonial,

The Gananeque Kepoofio says the work on the Gananoque
& Rideau Railway i so far advaseed that in another
carly this week), it will b rendy for the ralls as §
Grand Trunk Station. [t is 4 question however, whether the
rails will be laid this fall, as the great advaoee iniron has
rendered them ditieult to get,and the G T, R is pulting down
BO mANY uew oucs that there will be none to spare for vutside
work.

‘ning o good winter
i sntution this

Notice is given of an application to Parliament for the in.
corporation of the St. Lawrence, Now York awd Pabama Steam-
ship Company, having for its objeet the purchasingand owning
of steam vessels and thereon carrying ceods and e
Operations to be carricd on between ports in the Dowmd
Canada (or the United States in the winter season) and the
Britishi Possessions in the West Indivs, and Mexico. The
amount of the Company’s capital s gx-d ar 3500009, divided
into 6,000 shares. The headquarters of the compauy will be
at Quebec.

The rapidly increasing consumption of iron and iron goods
in Canada may be understood from the following facts :—In
1870 the importation of hardware, cutlery, &e.. at Montreal
alone, were of the value of §1,108337; of iren iu bars, rods,
pig, &c., 3676,877; and railroad bars, frogs, jron and stecl
chairs, &c., 008,602, In the year 1871 the imports of thé
same classes of goods at the same port were respectively,
$1,406,695; $1,073,610; and §1.393 846, which shows aun in-
crease in the twelve mounths of 31,021,685 on the impurts at
Montreal alone.

The almost unknown region about Lake Abbitibbi, some
160 miles south of James Bay, has recently been explored by
a surveying party under charge of Mr. Walter Mowat, of Mou-
treal, who returned to Ottawa last week, The pary Isft in
May last, and have been engaged in the work of explomtion
for nearly six months Mr, Mowat states that he found unmis-
takeable sigus of mineral wealth in the country surveyed, in
the shape of copper and iron. He has conceived a very favour-
able impression regarding the soil, which is much better than
previously supposed. A change takes place in the geological
formation of the couniry at the head of Lake Temiscaming, it
being less rocky and rugged as it proceeds northward, Near
Lake AbLbitibbi there is alarge area of arable land-clay soil,
which is suitable for agricultural purposes; it is also a fine
grazing soil, being neither barren nor rocky.

BRITISH COLUMBIAN STATISTICS.

The Colonist gives the following synopsis of a recenddy pub-
lished statemont of the revenue and expenditure for this Pro-
vince, during the year 1371 :

It will be remembered that on the 20th of July of that

year, British Columbia tecame a Province ef the Dominion of
Canadn.  During the six months and nineteen days preceding

" the Union the total under the hend of veceipts was $771,396.19,

although the revenue receipts proper only foot up $322,760.47.
From the 20th of July to the 31st of December the revenue
veceipts proper amounted to $191,819.65, the gross receipts
being $435,436.69. - This makes the total receipts during. the
vear §1,206,832.38 ; althonglh, strictly speaking, the revenne
receipts proper only amonnted o $H14,580.14, the difference
being chietly made up of Federal subsidies. The expenditure
during - the  whole. year amounted to - an equal sum, - léss
$3,908.43, being the balance on hand-at the end of the year,
It should have been remarked, however, that the year com-
menced with 'a balance on-hand of $21,392.17, so that, in
reality, the expenditure of the year overman the receipts to
the extent of $17,395.76, Perhaps the moest unsightly item
under the head of expenditure is that of $120,000,in ronnd




