
THE I-IARP.

Shantin and h is Rappa rces. The shiados of'
ovoni ng gatLhered swiftly round, and
piln torches were produeced, their light
shediing a weird hlo iirouind. Sud-
donilya shoit rang tlrougi the air and
at the soun d the troop alit ed. Agaiin
it was repeated, and ie iext moment,
uniiin(1fil of the uliii r ried ch: allenige
Of he miei, nio loss a person than Cormlac
MacCori.ac, dasied into ticir nidst.
And suchî a woofulh siglit as lie was.
Covered wilti blood, his features dis-
lorted, iis clothing ii rags, and a pike
bladc in lis liuind all showed tia:t lie
lad passed t in'o hI some terribie
sftruggle. M tteriîg soimething un
intelligible he sank te the groind cx-
lauîstcd, and o many minutescouid not
answer the mnxions quorios of the men.

Placeii hinm onii a sparo stcod," comii-
imided the ciief iii a iiusky voice,
" thon lut him teil is talc wini he re-
covers himiselfl. We eimot, wait.
Already the imnon ias showin hci firi
fIce, and cie shc disappeis Cinicronoc
cas icmniust fll

Wicin h is cómmands wcro complicd
with tle troop sped on. will vrelite the
Canse of Cre's'appo:nineo and ex-
hiauistioni at thatime and placc.

On tue irniiniiigof the day aîs Cormuac
was about depa-tiiig to lis labor in the
fields, lie saw a bo:ly of Saxon soldicrs
approalciii ng the vige. Detcriiiiied
to se wiat thecy wanted, he hastily
gatiiered aili tue mcn of the vi lage to-
gethier, and waitd the arrival o f the
sitrangers. The troops dashed into tue
villiagc and ialted. ''ie captain dis-
imioited aniid ann unîiiced thîat Le lid
comi to soich foi a lrohol, no less a por-
soi than the ioted Shianii, wlo wias
lnown to have bcon hm:iibored in tic
villagl. in vain tie men protested-
they woro not listeied to, and the
soldiers set about the work with a coin-
binition of abicrity, -elishl and cruecigt.y
horrible te From holuse to
louse tihey went, and followc'd by the
pieasaits witi lowrouing brows andt fiury-
1iasiiniî eycs. They found no robel
aind as ticy worc lear the finish, aigry
at thieir want; tof suceess, they becaime
morc cruel iand 'insolent. Articles of
fiuriiture were brokei, children cursed,
womliein inîsuîltedl, and yot not.a fiiige waîs
moved against thom. The last liouse
IVas yet te search and in ene 0f tle

holiuses lay a pairalytic old voman. She
vas rudcly biddcn by one of thesoldiers

to got up. Net oboyirig, and ini spite of
ail remonstrance they actually dragged.
ier from thic bcd and throw her on
the floor. That was eiiong. The Iong
pen t-up anger of the poasintry burst
torth nd withi fierce cries they threw
themiiselvos on tho denons, only to bo
driven the ncxt instant into the road at
the mlercy of a utindred tioopoers.

" Slay theom ail, w'omien and children
and give the robol don toe fei s,"
werce tie captain's orders. And vell.
woie they exccuted. The men of the
village were all, after a fierce struggle,
cuît dowin save Corinac alonie. He w'as
stiui lied by a blow in the first of the
figlit aniid lay for throo houirs in a swoon
unîîder the bodies of his neiglihbors. Tile
woeniiii an1id child ciwre ail s ghted
înmcifuilly and i lie village givei to the

faiiines. Thouc1 thiey rode away, little
kiinllig wiat w-as in storc for t hem.
When ormiac ame to iimiscif, lhe
dragged lis body froi mîidonenath the
dead, and cravling te a br'ool-tle
villauge brook-on wlosc baiiiks miny
a child ihad but the day befoeî gamîî boied
and ilianiy a iaidoinii iad suiig sweet lays
-ie issunigcd h is thilrst and batied his
leîd and ticnî started fo tic mîointains;
but, is w-e hiave sei, lie caimle :cross tue
Rapplrcos il the wood. When they
icr-d fron Comnc's li ps the dire tale,
they turined witl 011e accord te their
chiof, for his opinion. "l Speed on, speed
oi," was ail hosaid, " the fox is trapped
-It last." Oni nions words!

.Kow, oh, Saxon loid ! prepare thîI-
self. Gird on th11y sword and call thy
bravest forth: the O'Duoyanna of the
ills, witi tue gatlhe-cd, fstering wrath

of twenty years in lis bosoi, is coming
swift and sur iupon thee.

* * *

Loud and joyous i-ings th lauiglite- firom
the baiiqueting hall of Cianîcreiie castle.
3aany men of ierry minds wro tero,
quaittinug the ricih winie and ejooyinîg in
iieiscly eacih othiers occesional boa mîots.
)cooper they draiik and louder they

lauglied, till up arose the host with
courtly simile and filling up his glass,
thus spokro: " Noble siruand genen
I give the first and best toast of t'lis
festive oveiniig, ' Otur Gi-aciouis Moia-ch,
long inay-he reign,;and iay hisenenios


