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IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION.

It will have been seen that th: an.
nounced intention of the Nominion Gov.
ernment i in the Tuture te auvgment its
endeavors to divert more of the tide of
emigration into the directioa of Canada,
although the policy of our neighbtiors to the
South is to Le as careful as possible in
encouraging the advent of strangers. In
this way, while pursuing a liberal po'icy,
the Dominion authorities ought to take a
leaf out of the book of cur neighbers.
Morcover, it should sce to it that greater
encouragement be given to all those means
which are calculated to induce the people
we already have to stay at home instead
of going abroad in search of fresh pastures
and more promising flelds. It isnot, as a
rule, the people the country would be well
rid of that are accustomed to go away, but
it is the more eligible classes, and these it
should be the policy not alone of the
Government to rctuin, but of those who
have means, to encourage in their efforis
to carn a liviog, Yy embarking their
resources in natural or other industries
that are not only most promising but are
in the respective provinues under specially
favorabLle conditions. There are lots of
labor and there are lots of money secking
cmployment. We want the display of
more cnterprise so as to bring them to.
metherand turn them to the best material
advantage.

THAT NEW RAILWAY TOWN,

Duncan™s Bay and the town of Duluth
are being persistently boomed in the inter-
ests of certain land speculators. It isnot
for us to say that they contemplate a
Bogusbur enterprice, but it is opea to
question whethier, even if they had associ
ated with them an ingdividual of the
peculiar  eloquence of Proctor Knolt,
they could, in all honesty, 130k forward to
a futurc that could in any way be over
encouraging. One advantage posscssed by
Dulath that has been loudly spoken of is
its splendid Zarbor. But what is its capa.
city? It is true that it would be com.
pletely out of the question to expect the
bay to bLe frequented Ly vessels of the
draught and dimensionsofthe unfortunate
Warspite whose experiences have shown
the existence of hidden dangers that have
not bcen laid down on the charts, lHow
many of these exist it is Impossible
to say, for the hydrographers’ surveys
thercabouts have been demonstrated to be
altogether defective and deceiving., Then
again, cven supposing that the chances of
casualty are the fewest and most remote,
it is fair to ask whercin, cxcept in the
interests of land prablers who are anxious
to realize with the least possiblc delay,
atiscs the necessity of forcing xales of lots
in a town that is only in nubibus and can-
not really amount to anything until the
railway is inoperation?

Meceantime, of what utility until the
bridge is built would it be—¢ven swere the
Canadizn Wesatern Railway running—to
ship gcods between Victoria and Daluth
by raii involving ferryage between the
Island and the Mainland when they might
just as well go by stcambeat between this
city and the Mainland direct, U » saving
at least one transhipmcent and by that

much decreasing the cost of transporta-
tion. It goes without saying, too, that
passengers would prefer this route to the
one which wonld in cont-ast be extremely
circumlocutory. It 1s nll very well for
people to be enterprising, but thus far the
cave of Duluth, insomerespects, resembles
a sort of dog eat dog undertaking. Nothing
is being created, the idea being * what
care we for posterity " and *‘the devil
take the hindmost.”

But for this ruling principle, Victoria
would have been much more advanced
than she now is, and the same remark
applies with more or less force to other
parts of tiie province, whrre the idea has
been that of the Northern farmer * pro-
putty sticks,” and *‘ proputty grows;” out
they have ignored the fact that to ensure
proper growth there is some cnterprise to
be displayed by property owners them-
selves, instead of their waiting Micawber-
like for something to turn up outside of
themselves. As has been repeatedly said
in these columns, Victoria has grown quite
as much because it could not help grow-
ing on account of its natural advantages
as Ly anything that some of its landed
proprietors have personally contributed
towards the advancement of its interests.
Some of thesc are now attempting to boom
things, but it is on the strength of what
other people have done and contemplate
doing.

KEEPING INSURED.

Nooneswho pays attention to the reports
of life insurance companies or 1o the offi.
cial Government returns on the subject
can fail to be impresscd with the great
number of people who insure their lives,
bLut who allow their policiea to lapse by
neglect or inability to keep up their pre-
n.iums. Thesubject ix one of more interest
than some people think, inasmuch as,
though an individual may onc year pass
an admirable examination, the next year,
for soinc reason or another, he cannot pass
muster.  Life insurance is equally impor-
tant with, if not more so than, insurance
against fire s butit is far more diflicult to
obtain. Given the goods to be covered by
a2 policy and a reasonably substantial
bLuilding in which they are stored, and the
obtainmeut of & policy is easy. Itis notso
with a life risk. However good a man
may be, or however ascful he may be to
his family or to the conatry, it frequently
happeas that the teuement in which his
life risk is contained is & very frail and
unsatisfactory one, aud will most assuredly
deteriotale Ly degrees—good as it may
have been at the beginning.

It is not enough that a man's life be
assurcd in the first instance, it is ot even
higlier importance that it be kept assured.
Moreover, fearing that they may not be
able to keep up their premiumsy, there are
many people who, in the first instance,
decline to take out a policy. A
large source of the profits of cvery
insurance company is the sums that from
tirac to tim# accumulate in connection
with policies that are not kept up, and the
constant presence of the figures belonging
to this branch of the account are contina-
ally raising the question in the minds of
the insuriog public whether in this par-
ticular the companies have it not too much

thelr own way? It is true that some
institutions, after a policy has been in
existence for a certain length of time, give
it a surrender value which may be had,
upon certain conditions, in cash or in the
shagpe of a paid up policy for what may be
called a minimumamount. But the im.
pression is gaining ground that, in viewog
the manner in which every insurance
company safeguards itself against possie
ble loss or contingency, it should at leas’
do mora for ity clients, thereby materially
augmenting confldence in lifeinsurance as
a principle and in the good faith and fair
dealing of the life underwriters,

There are those who in their objections
to life insurance say that the companies
prefer to have risks that fall out by the
way. They are unquestionably a source
of profit, bnt it should not be forgotten
that, outside of this, every iustitution in
its calculations has arranged them upon
a fair estimate of the average duration of
human life. It would seem that the
feeling is growing in strength that policy
holders have a right to expect something
even more than this from the companies
in the shape of a guarantee of the
permanency of their insurance invest.
ment and it will be interesting to notice
which companies will be the most liberal
in this regard.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

-

By extensive and hexvy floods in the
jsland of Cuba, the sugar crops at Matan.
zas have been very much damaged. Inall
300,000 bags of sugar are said 10 have been
waslicd away. The Spreckels interest
and others have been forced to admit
that the tendency of sugur has been dowa
rather than up, the effect being specially
felt i the Sandwich Islands. The re.
finers too, have had to loosen their grip to
a material extent. From this however,
they may Legrin to takeup heart of hope
and strive to advance guotations.

Witat about the glorious and immiortal
Samiuel Wilmot? will be the question
raiscd in many minds when they see the
announcement that, at the next session of
the Dominion Parliament, the members
will be asked tosancilion the creation ol
the oflice of Commissioner and Inspector
of Fisherics for Canada. Itis announced
that the duties of the Commissioner will
be to supervise everything in connection
with the fisheries. Moreover, it is re-
ported that Professor Priuce, of St. Muogo
Colicge, Glasgow, Scotland, has been of-
fered nd s accepted theappointment,
and will arrive in Canada shortly with a
view to entering upon his duties. Is Mr.
Wilrot out of favor with his chief, or has
it been deemed expedient in view of his
augmenting years and not to be funex-
pected impracticability to superannuate
him? Ia thisrelation it may be fitting to
tefer to the interrational fishery commis.
sion in which Canada and the United
States are the principals, Close seasons
and mmplements of fish destruction will
be among the subjeccts of inquiry. Will
Mr, Samucl Wilmot be the Canadian re.
presentative, or Professor Prince take the
place which the present Fishery Commis-
sioner has %0 long occupied at all seasony
and on al! occasjons?



