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cal cabinet would not add interest to the
secretary’s ottice.  kmaily I propused a
radical step—the publication of a paper
monthly devoted to B.C. news as well as
Pharmaceutical matters.  What result, if
any, has accrued from these efforts of mine
I have yet to learn. It is not my purpose
to-night to trespass upon your very valu-
able time by advancing pet theories. It
has occured to me that «f you will ex-
cuse the presumption I willaddress a few
words to the absentees—those of our
association who will fill the president’s
and secretary’s chair, and who in their
turn will meet as a Board of dicadful
Examiners and find out just what the as-
pirant to Pharmaceutical honors does not
know. I mean the apprenuce. I have
great respect for the apprentice. 1 was
a drug apprentice myself once (years ago),
we have all passed through the ordeal,
and I feel that if any one more than an-
other merits the sympathy and respect of
his fellow men it is the diug apprentice—
who, despite the warnings of matured pill
pounders, bravely takes up the relief of
suffering humanity and grinds his weary
life out in the selfsacrificing mortar of
duty,infusing the principles of sobriety and
integrity into his life until he finally gradu-
ates with a full measure of honor, and
hands down his spatula, tinctured with the
gore of many struggles, to his no less
zealous successor. Yes, the apprentice
merits our respect. He has much to
learn, many worries to face and overcome
and hours of sleep to forego.

In a comnaratively new country as is
British Columbia the apprentice to the
drug business has perhaps pot as many
facilities for acquiring the maby and
varied lines of knowledge required of him
by the long suffering public. I say public
because I want the apprentice to recognize
the fact that his studies ar: directed to-
wards one grand end—acquiring know-
ledge in order to do business with the
public as a druggist ; not acquiring
knowledge, and as little as possible, to
pass muster at a Board of Examiners.
It isa necessary evil this Examiniog Board
and the only present means we have of
officially testing a candidate’s ability, but
it is far from satisfactory as we all know.
The qualifying for & life’s work, as is a
druggist's, is by no means of easy accom-
plishment. It is not the accumulation
of a mass of facts jumbled together and
bolted without meatal mastication. It is
the careful acquirement of knowledge
gathered from many sources—it may be
the daily routine of the store, as a custo-

mer cuquires the nature of a certain drug.
with which you are suppused to be fatulat
the dose, and many other apparently tri-
vial matters which are pieces of the great
fund of information which goes to make
up a druggist’s education.

The importance of little things should
be early recognized. The druggist’s hife
is necessarily a dealing in litde things,
and he must early reatize that thorough-
ness in the little things makes success in
preater matters possible.  The dusting
of a store in itself is as important
as the dispensing of a prescription in
after years, in that it helps to make
clean and thorough. The store is judged
often by the public by its cleanliness, and
a good impression once made is worth
money as an advertisement. The ap
prentice then should start at the bottom.
He should know all about sweeping out,
washing mortars and graduate., and should
be able to give pointers un what to useto
take out those many stains we all meet
with. As he graduvally familiarizes him-
self with the drugs and chemicals he con.
stantly handles, he advances to compound-
ing. e has already become acquainted
with the toolsin the sink, now headvances
to dirty the graduates for another to wash.
But he must have bad his eyes and cars
wide vpen all the time. If he is truly au
xious to learn, something will happen
every day to arouse his curiosity and
thirst for konowledge. It is then while
the matter is fresh that he should make
the note to be looked up in his evening
reading. By so doing his reading and
daily work become inseparable. Now, as
to reading. Make a practice of reading
every day. Let nothing interfere with your
reading. Ooe day missed means pos
sibly others in its wake, for we all know
a day is seldom made up.

There are so many subjects that itis
no wonder that many an apprentice has
gasped at the array. Buat, taken systema
tically, it is surprising how one can easily
break down their backs and look for
more. A good knowledge of mathema
tics is essential and in facts more stress
should be placed upon this by the Exam-
ining Board for the Preliminary. If the
apprentice has not, he must certainly get
an clementary knowledge of physics,
botany, and chemistry. I konow of
a series of Science Primers by Huxley
and Roscoe which I can for
experiecnce  recommend.  They are
Roscoe’s Chemistry, Balfour Stewart’s
Physics, and Sir J. D. Hooker's Botany,
all 1s. books issucd by Macmitlan & Co.,

London, England. Start with the physics
and Ly the tune that ot s mastered hem
istry will follow naturally on, then to bot.-
any.  After mastering these the heavier
matks are within reach, Bentley's Botany
and Atfield’s Chemistry are light reading
and what better way of passing a happy
bour than with Remington and Ins Phar.
macy? In raading don’t attempt too
much, and understand what is read. It
is a good plan to always have a good dic.
tionary at one'’s elbow, which don't be
ashamed to use. I am a strong advocaie
of tran:cribing. I once coped the whole
of Luff’s Introduction to Chemistry and
I am sure cquation wnting came casier to
me than had 1 merely read the book
through. ‘These above mentioned works
all lead up to the clearer understanding
of Sguire’s Companion to the British
Pharmacop.wcia, a copy of which should
be in every student’s passession.  It, with
the C. S. Dispensatory, will help to
smooth over many apparently unsur-
mountable difficulties.

It is a good plan to start, early
i studying, a chemical cabinet.
Chemicals cost very httle and with a little
self-sacnifice he can get a supply of test
tubus, test stands. beakers, funnels, flasks,
retorts, blow wipes, etc.. etc.  Than, with
the aid of these, chenustry can bie stud
ied intelligently (as it should only be
studied). The dry details of the text
book should always be supplemented by
experiments and  practical work, each
step being watched by himself and noth.-
ing taken for granted. Botany—the bug-
bear of every student, becomes a pleasure
if studied where it should be—in the
ficlds. What pleasanter means of spend-
ing the few hours off duty duning the
spung and summer afternoons or even-
ings, than in roaming in search of speci-
mens, and these, with the aid of a good
microscope, will help out many a winter's
nigit, as he mounts, dissects, and classifies
which can be rcadily done with a good
book on botany at his clbow. Botany
which was left till last and just skimmed,
becomes a pleasurable series of steps to
the nformation of which he had no
idea. The average student or apprentice
is constantly asking the question, ** How
much of this, that or the other shall I
study?” A very proper question cer-
tainly because there is not the slightest
doubt that 2 quantity of useless facts aie
often acquired which have no bearing at
all upon the after life of the druggist.
The idea the student should keep before
him is 10 understand what he reads, and



