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Qnestionablenoss of Employing dodorn
Lvaugelists.

EHD BRITIOT ABTHICAN PUE6NYIRATAN

Dear Sm,—Aba time when wo hoar so
much of revival preachors who aro not
vory closely connected with any religious
donomination, and vho profer to have a
kind of general work to which all dencmi-
nationa shoald counteunancs and respeet,
syon to the prejudico of their own peovliar
visws and shurel arganizations, it may be
woll, espeainlly in a new country like this,
aud in o chivrsts which hag not had mush
expericnco of the results of employing suclt
an ngenoy, to tako the mafure judgment
and oxpérience, in referepca to thia po.ut,
of oldor chuohes. 1t will readily bo ad-
mitted that the oxperienro of the New:
 England Churches, in which a kind of re.
vival systom has long existod, way bo of
groat valao to us. The following quota-
tions will briefly pcosent thoir views and
expericnco 2

Baird, in his work on religion.in Ameri.
ea, page 216, when discussing * alleged
abuses ofrovivais in religion,” says, * What
was thoughit worse of all was tho propoaal,
for. it hardly wont farther, of having an
oxdor of “rovival pronchors,” who shouki
go -through the chuvcles, spending o fow
wooks hore aud a fow there, for the solo ob-
joot of promoting rovivals. This was
justly opposod as aubversive of the rogulac
ministry, for it i9 easy to seo thatsuch wmen,
going about with a fow woll-propared dis.
conrses on oxciting topics, and recommend.
od, pothaps, by a popular delivery, would
throw thoe pastors in the back ground, give
tho peoplo ‘“itohing oars,” and 1 & fow
wocks o more harm than gool, Nu one
would deny that "evauyclists’ might bo
vory useful in.tho now settlements, whero
a vogular olorgy cannot bo atonie ostab.
lished, aud oven in buildins up clurchos in
tho oldor parts of the couatry, or preacinng
te churches without pastors. Fow, hko-
wise, ‘would deny that somo zealous, able,
aud judicious ministers might render im
portant services in going from ochurch to
shurch at tho special roquest of tho pastors
for thelr assistuncy., Such moen sliould
Iiave an eminentiy humblo, kiud, and pru-
deut sjirit, nnd an overruling desire to
seok the interegts of their brethren, rather
than to promoto their own, and sowme such
wo have hind’ who wore widely useful. But
should it be thought that the churches re-
quire such man, they ought to be plnced
uader tho rpenial sontrol of the occlesinsti-
oal bodies to which they belonz, and with.
out.n moro oxpross and coatinued approba.
tiou, they ought not to undertake or con-
tinue sush ovgagements. Nothing eould
bo more dangerous to the peraco of the
churchos than that every man who m.y
fanoy himeolf a * revivalist,” or *revivai
proacher,” would bo allowed to go whaete-
aver peoplo desire to have hiwn, with or
without tho consent of thie pastors. Accosd
ingly, tho institaiion of any such order was
epposed; and tho prenohers who had been
thus employod were urged each-to suttle at

. somo one poiant, which they did; .and thus
the charches hear no more of ** rovival
proachers,” or * revival walkers,” a. some
deserve {o bo called.”

The foregoing extract refors simply to
supplying preachors belonging to  the
shurches referred to, and responsible to
$hem fox their conduct and doctrine. The

. ides of countennncing aud. encouraging 1t
inprant snd irrosponsible yreachars, bve
longing {0 other chiurchiés or to no ohureh,
nover eevims to hiave occurred to their minds.

Dr.Poud, in -his Pastoral Theology—a
toxt hook in New Englaud Thoologicat
Collagee—dirctisacs, at greatlengih, ¢ Bvau-
goliem as a system.”  The fullowing quota-
tions bear on thie particnlar peint:—

Aftor giving an accound of the 3 anitive
avengeliats. wlio ‘‘ wore missioaurtes of
those, 4. e. Apostolic timer, who penotrated
into regions near and remote, nud woro
chiefly mstrumeuntal in epreadivg tho Gus
pol through the vast.Ruman world,” he
says, ‘“ but there is another seuse in which
tho'term ** ovangelist® las been frequent
ly used} and it is-of fhe sluss of wmen
whioh the ‘term to used- designates thai wo
are now te onquire. ‘Theso are not wis-
sionavios to tho hoathow, ur to tho deati-
tuto:within - our own bovders, but revival-

- iate Jy profession, whose caliing it is to
. Iabour nmopg the churches aud pastors, to
afir them <up to n couwsideration of their
dutlics and detinqueucier, and to twke fhe
ead: in promotng revivelz of religion.
Thoes may Lo called modern ovangelists,
in: digtinetion from those of the primitive
stamp. By somo they arersgarded 8s o
groas importnace in'the chureh, un jvatru-
mentality which ¢ait hardly bo dispouned
with, By.othofs. they aro rogarded -as.in-
trnders wpen the work of pastors, and dia-
furbors of tho churolies, whose nsaistaucn
innot {o.bo degived or sought. . . . It
is. 3alil' we linvu g5 il anthority in the
Soriptures forevangelists as we hisve frv.
Daators s -aud hiave-us nuch need of thoth
Tlhey are uooded ta move: rodnt awong
-pastors, to- lopk -after them, and aur
‘thiem up:to diligence wud Hdeinty, Ample
. brevision sbyild-bo made for their support,.

\\(;;‘«,74. . ;
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and o rogular systom of avangelism should
be introdueed, but to euch a procedure
there aro Btrong objeotions, In the first
place there is an foundation for 1 1 the
Now Tostament, hat it is contrary to that
systom of church organization and govern-
ment whish the apustles esiablished. . . .
I 1 first publishing the Goapel, and organiz
ing charchos, nad watehing uvver thom in
thoiv infant atate, and thus preparing the
way fer & more gettled order of things,
there wns need of the labours of tho prim.
tive ovangealiat, or, in other words, the mis-
sionary, Buat after this primary work was
accomplishod, and the way was propared
for an eatablished miniatry, Gud's methoit
soatms to have been to employ such @ mun-
istry, and by means of it to accomplish, in
thoe general, all thoss purposes which the
ministry in nny form wns intended to
affect. Acts, xiv. 28; Titus, i. 6. In
Paul's enmmeration of our Saviour's as-
consion, gifts to his churches, the apostles,
prophets, sutdl ovangelists are first men-
tianed, eud so thoy should bo; as thewr
offico wns to go bofore tho pastors aud or-
dinary teachers, and prepare the way for
them. ‘The montion of pastors and toack-
ors naturaily followed. But no elass of
church officors was appointed to follow
thom. Whoa they hal boon introduced
and established, on them resied the re.
sponsibility of caring for the fl ik, unil Ja-
bouring for the edifginz of the Lody of
Oirist, If God's ethod of proceduro is
such as is cloarly indicatol in tho passuges
hiero roferrod to, thon the quention of evan-
golists, in the modery reuso of the term,
wotld secem to bo seél'led. To raise up
and sond forth s class of ministers, to itin-
orato in tho midst of churches and pastors
for the purpose of stirring thom up to a
considoration of their duties, and promat-
ing rovivals aviong them, is to break n on
the sottlod order of the gospel, and undor-
tako to alter and iwmprove what God hus
cstablished.

My second romark on the question be-
foro us is, that whon pasturs are what they
should be, and what tiie Seripture requires
thom to bo, tljo labors of the ovangelist, in
tho modern “sonso of tho-ierm, are not
needed, Lot any oue take' into ouvnsuler.
ation the qualifications vt numsters, as lud
down by our Saviour in His instructions to

Ens disciples, and by Paul in his £pstle to-

Timothy sud Titus, * Biamuless, viguant,
of good bohavevr, given to: hospitaiity,
apt o teach;” * soba, just, It 1y, tomnpur-
ate, lelding fast tho fmithful word, that
thoy may bo abio by sound doctrine, both
vrexhort and convinco thie gaiusayers,” and
what neod cnu. such pastors have of the

labours of ovaugelists to rouso them up to-

diligence and fidelity, aud proinvio rovivals

_iu their congrogations ?

* # % If the pastoris iwhat ho shoald
be, and has hoatth and streugth sufticiout
for hus work, tho ovangelist 1s not noeded,
Henco, if he 7s nooded, ox if any constlor-
able portion of- ~ s congregation thmk iat
ho is neoded, this is as mach as to say that
tho pastor is deficiont. *Our numister 18
jignorant and needs to be eulightened, or,
he iy dull ond stupid and needs to be
awnkenod, At best, hé¢ doos not uuder.
etand tho snbject of revitals, and needs
somo ono to go bofore um in this mo.t
xmyortant.pnrt of winwtorial work, * *

* Tt noeds no greaé acquaintnuce
with mon and things to andovstund that a
pastor  canuot long live, aud retam his
stauding and roputation m such circum-
atances. Ho must inovitably sk, at lonst
for atitne  Hou may recover humself aftec
n genson, wheu his poople shall have be-
oomo sensiblo of their mistake, and better
couunsole shall provail. But the probabality
19, that division sad aliesation witl be ex-
eited, the church will be rent asunder, and
o dissolution of the pastoral tie wall ensue.

It may be further -remarked that & fre
quont resort to evangolists wmust necessar-
i.y toud to break up the quiet, sottled habits
outue people, aud inducs what thu Apostlo
calls ““jtching ears.” 'They think littie of
st~adfast, holy livivg, but muoh of i.apulses
aud improssions; and ho wuo succeeds host
1 awakoning these 18 to them the best unn.
istor.  An uaoven, fitful state of religivas
faeling is thus produced, lacking consis-
toncy and wmformity. When a rovival of
roligion is fele to ho needed, instealt of
humbling theinseives betore God, and seek-
ing blossivgs at His nand, the fist thonght
18 to sond for an evangelist; nothing ean be
dono to any purposo without . Wiute
ho is present all hands engage in tho woik ;
but when he retwes exoriion ig relnxed,
and thio exoitement is followed by a season
of slumber.

Ia overy viow which I can take of the
subject, therefore, a systematic ovanyelism
13 ot disastrous wilucnco both upon. pastors
aud peoplo. Itisa breakmng 1w, ns I have
shown, upon the established order of-tie
Qoxpel, and would result i€ generally jol-
lowed, in the dissolution of that order.
From tho natuco of tho ¢ase, modern ovan-
golicta aud sottled pastors cannot long oxist
togother, Hence, of the former are to bo
(.ienernlly pratrouzed, tho latter tanst sovn
disappear irom the, Church, and theua om
congregations must either do without mun-
istors;- o must dupend for supply upop 1tine
erants and evangehsts, Tho muiusterial
ohargoter in o hittle timo would luse il re
apeot, aud wéro it uot that wo roly on the

sure proimise of Gid, wo ehonld fear that

the Citurch of Christ.might-be-rooted fiom
the earth.

‘Thiero is yet another viaw to ba taken of

the system - of evangolism. I ro.er tu its
beariny on ovangelims thomselves, It is
olvious that they caunot bo.men of: much
reading aud writing, of Iaborivus study aud
solid a'talnments, their gourse of lifo en
tively: forbids it. Nor will they bo.likely to
be slablo suen, who form lherr plans wih

“far réaching wisdotn, and with a view to xu
-iate 88 well as iminediate resul'a.

will bo naturally excitable, Lopulsive; sud

‘this infimity of chnguctor, which-the vory.
uature of -theid callitig -seem® to regiire,
‘the ogerslse of it s calonlated 1o tustor.

Tiey:

-

.question of
-urtiote alluded to 1850 far apary froi the

-point, aod

Living in the midst of ovcitoment, they
oumo at length to live upon i, they “sol as
if they could hardly hve without 1t, and as
thoy o trom pacd to placo with the ve-
rponstbility of oreating an cxoitement rost.
ing upon them, they have strong wmduoe-
ments to have regourse to questiongblo
means for this purpose ; thoy must sny nnd
dv execiting, starthng things. aware that
their sorvices will be estimated nocord-
1ng to tho mensuro of thuir success, thoy
are temptod te magmiy the'r successeu;
to 1epresent cunvecsion a3 an ousy thing ;
to awell tho yumber of the oconverted; nnd
with slight examination to hasten them
into the Chucch, The porsone of whom I
thus speak ars not worso by nature
than otber men. I do not eril in
quostion their sincerity ot their piety,
ot snrposo thom o be actuated ue-
cossartly Ly bad intentions. Buat théir
employmeat is withont warrant m  the
Seriptures, aud1s one « f dangerous fluonece,
not only upun the Cuurch geucrally, hut
upon their own charaoters. If those
porgons think themselves oallod upon to
do the work of evangelista, then lot
them follow the primitive evangshsts and
doas they did. Let them press out into
tho great missionary fiells of the world,
which are all wlnte and ready to ¢ho har-
vest. Heve let them Jabor and organize
Charohes instead of pressing on pastors al.
ready set'led and proparing the way for
thair dismission.”

1 would gladiy add to ghose extracte did
your spaco and the patience of your rend-
ers pormmt. They wero purposoly taken
from tho writings of em'neut men who
woro advooates of a rovival systom, but who
did not bolteve in & peculiar and unsovip-
tural agoney for tho pu-poso of wotlking it.
Tleic views are worthy of speasl constder-
ation at this particular timo.

It mnay be said that wo have now evan-
golists or revivansts who aro truly humble
meon, who belicro 1 tho pastoral offico andd’
treat it with much respect, Dat how 18
huinility cowpatible with aspiring to an
offico in tho ohureh, whioli is above that of
p stor and whichis notsanotifieroin ha Word
of God ? And how cau pastors of differont
charches be treated with regpuct when thoy
are taught that it is thoir duty—overluok-
ing differonces of opinion amoung thom
selves, in referonco to doctrine and chareh
ordor, wlinch aro the basis and ouly apology
fuc their separato denowminntional existence,
to umte in exciing and inflaming the
minds of their people for wéeks to prepare
them to bo inflianced by the ovangehst,
and to unito w waiting on Lim when ho
comos 2 It may be saud that our revivahsts
now humbly nscribe all the glory of con-

verting sinners and edifying Clirisuans to
thio Roly Guost, Trtipi bul 18 thore nob
room for presumption in acting as if thoy"

wero: especally qualified and privileged to
o mfertho H ly Gliost? This is what noin
sp'red apostle «ver preferred to do. The
apostles conforred tho miraculous gifts of the
Holy Ghost; but they nover preferrol to con-
for His ordinary and gracious iufluences,
which they taught the olurches to expect
for God iv his soversign gond ploasnre, and
in connectirn with the ministry and ordin-
ances whiclt ho hasappointed.

Bogides, to wirom are these mode.n evan-
golists responsiblo for the doctrines which
they preach? Who aro to try thoso apirits
whethor they aro of God? It will gonerally
be found that they are too closely conueet-
ed with any chiurch to be amenably to its
laws; and they gl vy in tho fact. Will
they eubmit tn bo tri1 by the pastors of
tho various ohnrehes twho follow them ?
Nay, verily, with an excited multitude bo-
hind them, they will treat such pastors
with well earned c.mtempt. Indeed such
dnetrine is unt muceh thought »f, provided
an oxcitement can nd got up. Sound dne-
trino is a secoudary consideration ; with
the npostles it was primary and para.
mount. Tho apastles contended in deald
onrnegt, and suffored in tho faith once de
liverod to tho sainta. They did uot beliove
th t men could be truly converted, sancti-
find, and comiorted by auy thing but tao
trath, Itis an unhealthy symptom when
mon maniteat move zeal for thié eamversion
of sinners than for ths publication and
defonce of tho truth, and for the glory of
God. I believo that if revivalists or mudern
ovangelists arc to be generally sucuuraged.
and placsd above a divinoly appointol
ministry, o timoe of great spiritual declon
sion will surely and soon come—a time in
which, if dwvine grace prevent vot, the gos-
pel will bo corrupted and made of more
offoct, the ministry vill be enfeobled if no’
desteeyed, and tha churoh will be indanger
of being * reoted fram the carth.”

8o much for this pecnhiar agenoy. With
your permission I may presont soveral
other aspects of the revival question in a
subsequent paper. With mauy thauks,

T at, Yoars,
ELpER.

Pegalms vs. Bymns:
Editor BRITISH AMERIOAN PRESSYTERIAN.

Sir,~la-your.tssuo of the 8th there was
an articio cutitled ** Psalng ve. Hvmns,”
which I rogrotted to sce, because, liko tha
frequent attempts at discussion of the
question of nstramental musican’ worstup,
it 18aeally at vresent wot  properly an
opeu qaestion :n the Canada Prosbyterran
Cumch. Hence, bound as wo aro, to
“stady the things which make for pasce,”
top-¢s should -be avouled, by discursion of
wiieh nu guod, praciseat vad can bo gamnad.
Aund-I ehould'deprecate cuntroversy on tho
1l)9uhus v8. hymaa: bue the

is professadly sustainod by
pasdagos of Setiptaio so usterly suselevanc,
that 1t avems to o smpatast to advert

to it, oapecially as 1 have a thorough:
“wonvis.don that it is rot only-lawful vut

dutifud to use hymns in che Bible worsmp
b Qulds - Lwouid temind tho water of the

L15'r§io%o't¢_7o_. that as he (for thie articlo xlentt.
flea the man); was wont to refer continunlly

!

in the disenasions on union, to tha formar
basts on which the I'ree and Uuitedd P esby-
tersn elivighies anited, waat the right to use
hymng, wos guaranteed by it os tully a8 in
ths basis for the uaton now cuutemplated,
Iregord to the sseon quoiies winen the
writer of the» artiele puts, the fi st furn 1n
volving this most vurely bolivved among
us, could not recoave from any round mind
any other thau an aflirmative reply. The
matters involved in the fifth simll hore-
after ba doal with, while the sixth and
sevanh supply a most offonsive impuin.
tion of Mmotives to thosa who use hymus;
who, it may be aflicmed, are a3 pure i thewr
motives a3 yeur corregpos dont, A large
number of the (evts addressedan proof of
his position Liave not the slightest Leanng
on tho paint, and tacir application, there
fore. ig o *‘-vreating of tho Somptmies, *to
boresisted anl vebuked, e. g.,9 Deur. xxxn,
22, 46, and 47 2 Sam. vi. 6 and 7, and
Rev. xxir. 18 und 19, What right Las any
oue, thus tirst to werume without any
proof that ks nlone i8 rght in tho case ro
terrad to, and then to indicato theur exnos-
ure to heuvea's just indignation fur their

ho was s0 hard pressed to get sucred sana-
tion to his views in & legitimate way, he
might, with egual rovelnnoy, have added
wholo ghapters  But envugh, I should oot
have saud thas much, did [ not feel thac tho
writor reforred to-1s 1ndeod to be biamed for
using the sacredl oraoles in & way wincl: 18
pawmtul to ull who would hear Guil apeak-
g thereby, and- filled to excite greator
hostility in the pmmd of the unhelieving,
who may bo at pamna to examue the np-
pleatiun by hum, In adverling to the
mauttor of praise in the worslip of God, it
18 mmpertunt to mnotice how much of the
churclios’ psalmody grew ot of her circum
stances, Accordingly, a compotent julge
8ays 1 rogard to much of the p«aiter, that
1t s grow esseutinlly und gradually out of
the porsonal a .l nationa! career of
David, and of Isvael” And roforring to
thy soug ot Moses (Pd.-xe.) tho same wxiter
saye, that w *pomt of wolual date, 1t is
the earhiest of tho psalms, and faitlfu'ly
veflects tho long, weary va.lering, the
muttiplied provocations, a4 the gonso-
quent pumsnwent of the wildernese.” To

cliurcel, 18 not ouly becoming un her part,
but expresaly omjoiual, and, as we trace ti.a
donhngs with bis ancient peopls, wo find-
mepired  writors ealling to prawse for thoso
specinl doliverances ho so often wrought
for them, and ofionusng language fitted to
carry forward thew thaughts to the great
aéhiveranco by Chrigt Jesus, of which
those temporsal redowptions wore proludes.
DBut 08 tuvso deliverauces had-uften someo
mdarked pecutinritios, 11160y oottid 0.t be aue.
quately celsbratéd w sungs previously ox-
taut. ‘Tucace from timo to time the -
spired burds wore directed to cail upon tho
cliuch to sy @ new song, adupted to the
special oceasion,  Regardless of-these tacts
somo tell us that now when the church bas
to record wath grattuds a deliverauce so
otion  typified by tewporal vnes, wineh
were colobrated in suitable songs of praise,
sho must nut tuko up any now song, sha
must not look for mattor of praise growing
out ot her woroe biessed conditton, but bo
cuntented to celubrate the pasé i Janguage.
and figaro of the displaced dispensation,
and sing of 1t, as wheu 1t was foreshadowed
in centuiios yone by, Winls far, very far
fromn soiting tho psalms aside, orunderval-
g thow an their place, 1818 m seccord-
ancoe withh vho tncis of the caso to suy that
when exclustoely nsed, they of necessity,
cramp tho fueting of many Christan wor-
sluppers, sud fail to afford 1hut inatter
adapted best to tho * finished work of
Cunst,” nor to be oxalted and uuprovad ;
while too many reared w this country, and
unfamoiliar with tho figurative natuce and
proplietic scopo of & lnrge number of them,
they constuuto to such a serious Inndrauco
to swglug with ti:e uadorstanding and
heart. Wow I lLold, that from tho vory
anuouncemont of the actnal comng of ihe
Saviour, the spirit of inspiration guiles
suveral to take, so to speak, tho 1mstructive
in supplying o velnelg of *iankstiving
adapted to the allered coo tun of tho
chwob. Accordingly, a n3n  ng is put
wio tho mouth of many, thu. she mght
suitably mazmiy the Lord. Shoe s guded
%o look yratolut ovar tho past, and tu tnako
the diviuo merey and fatlifulaess trom
generation to generation, and now about
to crown all by a-fuil and glortous ac-
‘complishunent ot the promge. Ther Zie-
banas, flled i hiko wmanner, wuh the
Holy Ghost, gave attoranee to & sonyg of
preise, now that God, in the way prouns.
ed, had actually * visited his pouple.” Auod
yot agam the aged Sumon and Anua cateh
the m-pirniton, aad 1o swdne terms haed
tho *cluid sot for tho fall and tstag agmn
of masy a Isvael”  These wstances of 1a-
gpired ad:ditions to the maker ol praise, used
1 the oulen tune, are espocwlly sgurfi-
cant as cccarring at the poriod of the
churches’ transiaon state, soon 10 enter
Wpow & 0 dwopousation, and they wdcato
very plasuly, that as i all past tiaws, uer
psatnudy sivitid oo aaitable to, Aad arso
out of her cirnum-tauces. DBut ths.s ot
tho case, or 1t 18 at least uapovficily ac
cumplishied, when prawe 18 1endeted ouly
iustituge sangs whose whole deitt and ace
tual words +ftea only tend to gawlo the
worrhippor o thanliul s dag as yet afar off,
Now thet *thie great rodomption is comw-
plete,” anl thu conquoroc is asceuded,
why should not the: ideomed fiom
amung men on Oaitl, whe up the
thomeo- of praige i & way sumlag v Lo
Jone by the redcemied in hoav n?  Ties
ma-t, under & New d'apensavva, purahers
of & wi.ught out aalvation, -and called o

are vne iu Cluist, whéthor cvmpused ot
those who zre s 2l in the miii.aut state,
or of thosa to “ glury gone?™
ahionld-adapt thar prowso o theh euouaw

sourely in tho inspivation of tho soigs vo

transgressions who differ from w9 When :

wark tho way by wihich God teads lus-

not oamctnil

the enlacged privileges of -tho famalg, who'

That tiey .

stonces; is inthnnted. by ao meaus ov-

forred to at the openng of the Christinn
ert. The practics of the early Chyistian
corroburates this now, I ghal' not dwoll
upon ﬂ'm * Paatins, Hemas, and § dritual
songa,” reforred to jn Eph. v. 19; and Col.
il 10 stnce somo mmst (but i6 is in tho
wuy of speaial pieading), that thoy refer
morsly to threv duferont kinds of Pealms,
thus, making the apostles guilty of o taut-
ology utterly at vartange with his wonted
cloan_:cse of cusception, and entirely unliko
tho dictation of the spiris 10 mspiration, An
able critical wruer wm Smith's Bible Dig-
tionary, says, ** It 18 remarkable that the
noun, hymn, is only used in roforonce fo
the services of tho Greeks,” and ia theso
(the ahovey pnssnyos, 18 clearly distingwish-
ed Jrom the psalm. Take a passage in
which the writer is sponkinyg expressly of |
spiritual gifts by which the Christians in
Corinth wote distinguishoed, and the use of
which, in a way u..t urderly i their publia
ausotblies cailed for notioe, * Every one of
you hath a psabm, hath a doctrine,” and wo
a8 Hedgo remarks, * one hath this and an-
other that.,” Aud query what wus that
psalm? Hdgo goes on and 3ays, * this
can hardly mean one ot the Psalms of the
Old Testament, but somethiny prapared or
suggestod for tho occasion.” Faussel spys,
* a psal inspired by tho spirit ns that of '
Mary, Zacliariah, and Sumoon, and Suna.”
Surely the sauction of divine authority hore
is undeniable, and all guthentic accounts ’
which have cume down to us, of the prac-
tice of tho early Clinstians, also show un-
deniably, that they telt the neod of, and
rogularly used hywmns in their worship.
“T1te APosToLIcAL aND PriniTive Crivrciy,”
a work ondorsed by Neuuder, contains most
antiefz}ctory evidonéo on tlus point, and”
from it a few sontonces may now be given,
“All analogy’ tho writer says, “drawt
from othor forms of rehgious worskip,
Pagan aid Jowish, requires us to ascribe to
tho priuditivo Christinns the use of spiritnal
songs in*Yheir publie devotion. The same
is clenrly adien.ed in tho weitings of tho
Now Tostament. Without doubt, in.tho
opinion of mini ters, the gift of tho. Holy
Spirit on the day of Puntecost was acsoma-
panied #ith poetio inspscation, to wlich tho
diseiplos gavo uitern co 1n spinitnal soiige..
Theo uso of Pealus, Hywns, &o., is morcover.
oxpreasly er joined dy.on the churches by (he
apostle.” and allwhng to Colog. iit. 16,
aud Eph. v. 13, tho ssws writer says, ibat .
tho zfxttog was ““a owrcular lettor to tho
Gontile chiurches of Asix, aud therefowe in
conzection with that of tho chureh at Gol-
0ssg, is cxplicit authority for tho use of
Cliristian. Péslruody 10 the roligious wbrshi}z,
of tho rpostolicul chacchos * * % ¥
The "phrasevlogy ,imhqates that thoy were
ta.tha wnoa 2 - 2
Vavigmerely, a3 in- the ég}ghl:%{-ahin";”
but were at liberty to omploy-others of ap+
propriate religi-ms character in their devo-
tions.” The ovidenco is oloar $hat tho
primitive church vory early employed in
their dovotions, not moraly the psaline ap-
propriately so callad, but hymus and spiri-
tual songs indited for the worship of the
Christing charch,” This comminication is
already too long, clso I should procoed to
furnish ovidency from actual history.

The Avpsal in Ragard to Mr.
Carruthers.

Editor BRITI8It AMRRIGAN PRESDYTRAIAN.

Dxan Sir,—Tho caso of Mr. Carrathiors
scoms ono deserving inmediato attention;
and yot it may be questioned whother tho
plan urgod ty Mer. Dowar, in his appeal, is
tho best ‘possible. Xt is desirable, surely,
to have sowmo more satiefactory arrango-
neut> regarding the support of aged and in-
firm ministors, than that which at prosent
ovists. Ifso lot us set about it, fairly.and
squarely. It seems Mr. Carruthors hasno
claim upon the fund; if he has, sarely the
appeal on his bohawl\is not in order. If hea .
has pot, lot his case bo kept clear of that
altogother. By holdirgout, ns an induce-
mont, that tho money 1aised for lim will,
at his death, como to the fund, there.may
scom to be a show of wisdum; I am satis-
fied thore is not its renlity.

Mr. Carrathers 13 known tv véry fow in
the chw b, atill &iter Ar, Dawar's appoal,
no one can plead ignoranee.of the caso, I
am n minister ¢{tho charoh, having to
support o fa.nily, aad'keep & liorse on six
hundred Pollars a yoar, whoro the most of
the necessarios of hfs are just ss dear as.
they ars either:in Toroato or Montreal: I
mako this offer : X will give, as long as it is
necded for Mr. Carrethers’ support, ona
dollar & year, and if all the settlod:-migis-

tors of the Church will do tho samo, he will:
have over threo hundred dollars a yoar,
and will be, financinlly, in a-belter posi-
tinn than the most of us.  Or ifit does vot
scom fair that the whole burden should beo
borne by winiaters, let the elders bs inolud-
od ; and as thero are about two thounsand
wwisters and elders, 1ot cach give for
cents & year, which will mako two huvd-
red doliars, as much as Mr. Carruthers
will got if tho plan proposed by the Owen

-Sound Presbytery is carriéd out.

Auy of those plans is easy euongh of ac-
cownplishn.ent, provided theré be a littlo
Chuistiae ~ puaciplo oxercised. The. plan
proposed cun hawdly help fmling, 8 hax
‘fatled 8o far ns st-has boen attomptedy,
‘aud tho rvaseu s obviuns, it is attermpted
i conncosiva with 1t to ad & fuid on
whick 1t seoran o hias Bo claim. Liet s
case not bo nuxed up with any genoral
sohome. Let it ataud vu ats own yuéntss
And ws'to the fand atself, let us censo to
cvtoplnin i let .us mako ono honess affort.
6o pue It ona jast and suvsiautial Lasis,

Javuoary-17, 1876. I, .




