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" TEHE CANADILIAN FARMIR.

PARAMand GAR DEN.

THE AGENT AND TUHE FARMRR,

BY A\ DELLAY,
For agents it wasi't an oxtra day,
Ouly torty had ~otio and gone avay,
But the farmer's wito wan ahort of bicath,
And the farmer was sioarly talkod to doath ;
Agunls for foncos, churne, and troes,
Ageuts for bouke, windutlle, aud boes,
AgRents for gates and lightulug rode,
Arents for plows and rotlera for clods,
ARents fur spoctacles, grindstones, and churns,
Astents for soapa and roclpes for buns.
Iut tho last had gone, and tho day wan 1ato.
Wheit o, nuo'her man stops ne tho gate,
And craves tho bon of staying the night
Tha £ niaor n.lw with bis teeth shut tight,
“Aro you av ngent® * “\Well, on my word,
T a1 an agout of tho s.ord 1™
“Well then, cone in, but i€ you'vo on hands
Any now procoss, or shoit-cut plaus,
W hile you'ro welcowo liero to-nfght to rest,
Lot mo sy at tho start thut I don't invest,”

THE FLOWERS IN AUGUST.
Ity a Contributor,

Wiherever the eye 1uay now restin the
garden, it will surely fall on bright, sweet
flowers. The verbenas and phloxes are
covering the earth like a carpet. The
zinniy, petunias, asters and balsamg, in their
various shades and colors, form a bewilder.
ing maes of beauty ; thegladiolus seem like
an stmy with bsuners, the colors of which
represent every vationality. In making
our usual collection for the breakfast table,
we bardly know where to ccmmence to
cut, becauso of the great profusion that
surround us, and it will be a far more difli-
cult task to tell where to atop, so much
there is to admiire, 80 many beautiful forms
aud colora from which we do not want to
be separated. A lovg row of sweet peass
attracts us by its sweet perfume, We must
sather a large bunch, and when done our
bouquet is completo ; for nothing ~-an add
to their beauty. »On the contrary, what-
ever is put with themn sullies their lovliness.
How pleasant, after break{ast, to take a
quiet stroll iuto the garden before the sun
becomes too scorchingly hyt to be endured,
and pull up the weeds that have Leen pert
enough to put in an appearancein the
beds and borders; to stake up our besauti-
ful Lillies, just coming into Lloowm, to ad.
mire their exquisite forms. Some of them
we have had for years, and for as many
yesrs wo have been disappointed in not
sceing thewm flower. At last here is the
honored member of the family, the Liliam
Brownil, with two immense trumpet-
shaped flowers, dark brown on the outside
aud creamy white within, a more noble and
beautiful object we have never seen in the
flower garden, It is doubly welcome now,
becauce we are more tban paid for our
years of patient waiting and repeated dis-
appointments. DBesides, we have the con-
solation of having accomplished our object,
and have the plant well established, and a
fair promise of its future usefulness. Other
lilies that have always pleased us are
pleasing us again, The Iancifollums,roseum,
rubram, puntatum, album, and their many
varieties that have been raised from seed,
besides the eatliest and Ly far the most
desirable one of the rlass, the Prcecox, are
full of bud and promiso. Al these will re-
qguire atteution, but attention will oniy be
love_rightfully batowed when paid to
plants, Tho actual labor required to keep
plants in proper condition and the grounds
free from weeds tho romainder of the sea-
son will bo very light. Tenminutes’ work
will kecp everything in order in asmall
garden, and the slight exercise will be the
Yest thing to develop your mutcles and
fmprove yrur digestion. Now stimulate
all flowering plants to the utmost, One

can hardly comprehend the wonderful
effects of liguid fertilizers when applied to
tho soil of flowering plante, until thoy be-
hold the rapid growth of their leaves and
branches, and the luxuriant clusters or
buds and blomoms that spring forth on all
sides,

As this month is ususlly & dry and bot
one, it may be necossary to resort to arti.
ficial watering in order to get the best re-
sults from our plantings, but it “s better by
far not to water at all, unless 1t is done
propetly. Plants should always be watered
in the evening, aftes the sun has ceased to
shine on them, when it will be of great

‘service ¢ sprinkle water over their leaves

likowise. When watering is once com-
menced it should neve: be abandoned till
rain falls in the requisite quantities, for a
plant which has been lef¢ wholly to nature
natare will sustain drought far better than
one which has been artificlally watered.
Water, tao, should always be administered
very copioualy, as the amount of evapora.
tion daily going on at this period is
astonishing. It should, therefore, be rain-
water, or that which has been exposed to
the sun’s influence and not from a spriog,
as such water has a great tendency to
harden the ground. To avoid the latter
circunustance, moreover, water should be
applied to each individual plant through
the spout of a pot, and not poured overa
whole bed with a rose. Where water is
applied to the surface of a bed through a
sprinkler or rose, the soil will soon become
baked to & srust nearly as hard as concrete,
‘This will be avoided by watering through
the spout alone ; but where it docs oceur,
it is necessary that the earth should bs
loosened and stirred frequently with a
small fork, to render it previous to water.
The importance we place on this subject
may seem overdrawn, not s0, however, for
our experience and observatisn has taught
us that mere plants are injared or spoiled
by injudiclous watering, than from all other
canses cormbined, Slight surface waterings
aro worse than useless, as in a dry time,
plants by their roots are constautly search-
ing for water. Therefore, when the surface
is wet, say to the depth of half aun inch, the
roots will immecdiately change tueir uirec-
tion, turnlng upwards where there is an
apparent supply ; this is no sooner reached
that the heat from the sun bakes the
surface of the soil in which are the true
roots of the plant to such an extent that
the rools aro destroyed at least the
spougioles or mouths of the roots, and
vegetable growth must ceass uatit new
feeding roots ore formed, Exceptingin
small gardens, it is much the better plm
not ¢o resort to artificial watering, but to
keep the surface of the ground asloose as
pomsille, for two ressonz, First, it will
prevent, in & great measure, evaporation ;
in the second place, the dry surface will
canse the roots to go downward where
there is a supply, which, if not copious,
will be sufficient to keep the plantin a
healthy state, if .not in an active growing
one. It will he in a condition when the
rain does come to carry on the work for
which it was created, the develcpment of
flowers and fruit.

For the CANADIAN FARXER.
GROWING WWHEAT AFTER WHEAT.
Asno grain is nore valuable or nutyi.’}
tious than wheat, it is & natural sequence
that none is more exbaustive of the ex-
pemslve elements of soil fertility. The
constant demand of the wheat plant is for

- to an ordipary summer fallow.

vitgin soil theso are seldcm in large avail.
ablo mupply. Vheat after wheat uses up
theso valuable clements of fertility moro
quickly thaun any other geain crop. Alter
a few years it becomes imposible to grow
wheat cropsin succession without an fater.
vening scason during which the leud lies
fallow, By taking two yoarsto growa
ervp of wheat, this grafn may succeed a
long time after tho virgin fertilily of the
goil {s destroyed. But this is an expensive
and wasteful process. Dact of the excess
of ferlility acentulated while the laud
lies fallow is lost. The Jabor of cultiva.
tion for 8o long a period destroys all hope
of profit unless this labor is mwade to serve
some vther purpose than making a wheat
crop,

The eummer fallowing syatein of grow.-
ing wheat has boen largely practised in
Eoglaud, but is less so now, as the compe-
tition with other conatries hay so reduced
the prico that the large amount of labor it
demanda cannot be afforded. It ia leas
likely to Le popular hero for $he resson
that Amnerican farmers in wmany places
have leatned that applications of commer.
cinl fertiliz rs, especially phosphiates, will,
to a great extent, take tho place of the
summer fallow. In fact, the tendency
now is to give the plant tdo little prepar-
ation of s0il and to rely exclusively on
phosphates, sowlng the whest with very
slight preparation of sced bed after & crop
of barley or oate.  These preceding crops
are usually worth as much ns wheat and
often sven more, s0 that the advantsge of
growing them rather than leaving the
land naked through the summer is very
apparcnt, Itis true that this “ronsthe
land,” but exhausting fertility is the farm-
cr’s business whether the farm wall orill
Ooly we must not forget to add that the
aint of thegood farmeris to restors its fer-
tility as goon as possible by heavy applica-
tiors of manure,

Of lste years many farmers have learned
that by theliberal use of phosphates, wheat
may bo made a fallow crop for wheat, with
as good results as sowing after oats or
barley., In onc iraportant respect wheat
is a much better crop than oats to precede
wheat, as it allows two or four weeks
longer time for preparing a secd bed. In
midsummer whatever green vegetation is
plowed vader rots so rapidly that this dif-
ference in time of plowing makes an early
turaed wheat stubble alinost equal in tilth
Itisnot
as rich in either phospbate or nitrogen, for
the grain crop just taken off has partially
enhausted those elements. Bat there is
not much difference in fertility and prob-
ably none in soils, otherwise ¢qual, one of
which has jost borne a wheat crop aud
tho other oatsor barley. So far as fertil.
ity is conceraned there is no more impro-
priety in growing successive wheat crops
than successive crops of any other grain,
In any case land thus treated mrst require
frequent applications of menure in some
form to produce aciop.

One objection to growing succeive
wheat crops consistsin the fact that it pre-
vents the farmer from gaiuing the advaun.
tage which corzes from frequent seeding
down with clover and grass, Whatever
the cause, one year's growth of gramon &
field is 80 great & conservator of its fextil-
ity tiat with this advantage tho farmer
can keep bis land iz condition with.much
smalicr applications of manure than would
otherwiso bo needed, The grass roots
reach every part of the soil and store its

phosphoric acid and nitrogen. Even ia

plowed under. Cultivator who grow
special crops, ntcu as aceds or tobaceo, vn
bighepriced land, finds that it pays every
fow ycara to sced down; though it b for
loss than o year. The Jand gots ndvantagoe
from the decay of tho sl which cau only
be obtained at much groater expense from
heavy applications of manure. Thisis an
exponse which the wheat grower can af-
ford,

Tho worst evil, howaever, in growlog
successlve wheat crops is the tendeucy of
this policy to tlll the land with the weeds,
aud tho crop with the ineccts that are most
injurious to the wheat grower. Nature
gecks'to repress the excees of wheat that
mra has stimulated, and to Sl the sofl
with something that takes a different kind
and degres of plant food from the soll,
Western whéat growers bave already in
mauy places etuck on this rock. Sncees-
sive failures of spring wheat fn warious
sections show that the land Is b-comibg
exhausted, and that if wheat is to-continue
to be grown as heretofore, it must be by
adopting the methods which Eusters farm.
ers have long found to be necessary,

THE TURNLY ¥LKA BEKTLE.

The following Bulletin of the New-
York Agricultural Experiment Station is
imued under dats of QGeuneva, N. Y,
July oth: '

The turnip fea beetle, Nallea siriolata
attacked our youung plants of cabbage,
canliflower, turnip and radish, doing
much iojury by eating from the leaves,
We have made many applieations with the
view of discovering the most eflicient pre-
ventive against its injuries, Among thess.
may be mentioned tobacco water, cut to-
bacco leaves, kerosene soap. emulsion,
soluble phenyle, bubach powder and air-
slaked lime. The date of each applica.
tion and we proportions of each used, &e.,
were carefully noted, and the plan ta upan
which the applications were made were
sxamined daily, and tho nuwbers of In-
sscts  found, counted and notcd in com
parison with tho number found wupon
plants which bad received no treatment,
We will not burden our readess with de.
taile but will proceed at once to rcaulta,

A satarated decoction of tobacco wates
isvery eflicient in keeping off the insects,
when frequently applied, but its strength
soems to volatilize quickly in the sun, at
least our figures seem to show that little, if
any benefit comes from the application af-
two daye. Our decoction was made by
soaking tobacco leaves in cold water for
twenty.four hours, when the water was
poured off to be used, and was applied tc
the plants Ly Tuesns of the garden sprink-
ler,

We found the kerosens emulsion diluted
with cight parts of soft water to be very
efficient, bat ity effects are little if ary
mors lasting than sre those of the tobacco
water, and when frequently applied it evi.
dently retarded the growth of the plants,
This emulslon is mads by combining one
gallon of kerosene, one gallon of water and
four pounds-of common yellow bar soap,
heating the mixture, with occasional stir-
ring, until the mass becomes homogene-
ous, and then continuing the stirring until
it becomes cold, This preparation is en-
itirely permanent and may be diluted to
any descred extent Ly the addftion of rain
water,

To DAY CAKRRIES AND PLOMS.— Stone
them aud half-dry them, pack them in jarg,
strewing augar between each layer, They

available fertility for immediate uso when

ara very nico cither in pies or as tauce,




