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All Moxican haclendas are much rliko as
to genoral fostures, whother the ownor
rockons his possossions by hundreds of
square miles or por sitio ganado mayor.
Tho main building is always an immonte
structure of stone or cqually durable plas-
tered adobe—ncithor farm nor country-
houso, nccording to our ideas, but with a
character peouliar to itself. It rcacmbles a
fort moro than anything olse to be found at
tho north, with bastions and ramparts like
the domein of a baron of old,its corner towers
and loop-holes for guns having been built
with an eye to revolutionary sicges and the
frequent raids of lndrones,

The wealthy proprietor ¢ 1dom lives upon
his estate, but gives it overto the care of
aa administrator, who In turn lets it to sub-
administrators, who each have their clerks
and socretaries to superintoend the overseors
—and 80 on down through the social gamat
to the peons who *‘superintend” the pigs.
An may be imagined, thore ia

NOT MUCH THRIFT

in thia complex system, for when every
car of corn and gallon of pulque must paas
throngh so many kands, it naturally follows
that most of the profits are absosbed before
those of the owner are reached.

Most of these fort-like houses have the
appearauce of barracks, being curtainless
and oarpetless, with brick floors, barred
windows, whitewashed walls, numberless
empty rooms scantily farnished with wood.
¢a benches, pine tables, and iron bedateads,
put up only when wanted, while the adja-
cent kitchens, servants’ quarters, bakery,
outhouses, enormous granaries and stables,
and the outlyiog huts of the peasantry form
a city within the ramparts.

Every haciends, whether rich or poor,
bas its own church, of more or less magnifi-
cence—which to the curiosity-bunter is a
pecfect treasure-trove of charming ugliness.
Each private sanctuary pozscsses as many
yellow-legged and blue-haired saints as the
grand cathedral in the city of Mexico,
candles aro constantly burning upon its
altar, and native offerings of fruits and
grains are piled around the Holy Family to
insare a blessing upon the crops—for the
pesus are devoutly plous and superstitious
to a degree.

In thoee exceptional instances where the
millionaire owncrs live upon their eatates,
their immediate familics sometimes number
cnough to populate a village. Thisis par
tially duoc to the prevalence of

AN OLD SPAKISH CUSTOM

which obliges gentlemen to provide for all
their destitute femalc kinafolk, and to shield
thom from contact with the world, Whon
a Moxican lady is widowed, a family coun-

cil is held, her male relatives and those of
bier ate hushand charging themselves with
the cducation of her sons and the care of
hersc)f and daughters.  Though tho widow
and her grown.up girls may be accomplish-
od as well a8 j,.0r, nobody dreams of tho
posaibility of their doing anything toward
up orting themselves, and the proffered
ald 1s acoepted quite as a matter of courso
aud an hereditary right. Even if the wi-
dowad mother is woalthy, ahe caunot bo in

dopendent. Custom, which rules with iron
hand, preacribos that the entire chargo of
her property and the education of her chil-
dren be delegated to malo relatives, and—
unless she is really an aged woman—sho
must reside with her kindrod. So thor.
oughly aro Moxloan gentlemen ombued

with the idea of womanly holplessness that
they do not rogard tho care of any numbor
of boreavod families as an unjust burden ;
but on the contrary, when a man marries
ko virtually contraots to befriend all the fe-
malo kith and kin of his lady-love and to
provide for them if need be. This knightly
courtesy makes motrimony a serious mat.
tor, and porhaps accounts for tho multitude
of oligiblo bachelors with which Mexico
abounds; but, badinage apart, it is & boau-
tiful custom, and a strong proof of tho in-
nate chivalry of Moxican gentlemen is
found in tho fact that tho catates of widows
and orphans are invariably administered
with honesty.

Another cause fur filling these bhaclenda
communitiea wita as many people as can be
gathered together, is tle

URUTTERABLE LONELINRSS

of thelr situation, the family being isolated
from the world as much as was Robinson
Crusoo on hisisland, No events cccurfrom
without to disturb the dull monotony of life
—unless it be an oceasional raid by robbers
or revolutionists; absolutely nothing to

break the eternal satillneas of the asur-

rounding solitude, except the occasional

footstep of some wandering Indian—the Ce-

based deacendant of that proud Artec rade,

who are now “‘hewers of wood and drawers

of water,” where once thoy reigned as mon-

arche. Most of the lonesoms RXaciendados

heve few books, never any daily matils or

frequent newspapers, and no manner of

amusement cxcept such as they can create

for themselves,

Thus life is aimilar to that of people on
board a ship at sea, there belng no eacape
from one another’s companionship till the
harbor is rcached—the priocipal difference
being that the voyage of the haciendn com.
munity enda only at the ‘‘undiscovered
oountry.” Happily they arean exceedingly
affectionate and even-tempered race, for a
family qua-tel under these circumstances
would be unbearable—without even the ad-
vantage possessed by those ancient citizens
of Tenochtitlan, who built their homes opon
the floating gardens of the great salt lake,
Texe000, and when the neighborhood became
distasteful,conld paddle away with theiren-
tire eatate.

It is easy to unlerstand how, in such a
situation, visitors at the hacienda are wel-
comed as & boon direct from heaven. In
former times thero were no inns in Moxico,
and to-day they are few outalde the great
cities; hence persons travelling from place
to place, with the retinue of armed attend-
ants which personal safety requiros, are
obliged to depend upon the hospitality of
tho Aaciendados for nightly stopping-places.
So generally is this expected that the pro-
prietors always sot apart a generous sum in
the provision for annual expenditures, to be
used by their administrators in the

ENTERTALNMENT OF CHANCE GU'STY,

bo they rich or poor, frionds or strangers.
Many are the delightinl acquaintanceships
formed by thess accidental meetings, and
sometiines the halt, intended only for a
night, lengthens into weeks, and paves the
way for future rcturns for tho scle purpose
of visiting, Numerous aro tho romances
bagua in this manncr, botween waudoriog
koights and Imprisoned maldens, of which
the cnd is matrimony, with the usual so-
quel, “They lived happily forever after-

Whon a troop of friends invades somo
lonoly hacienda,~then great indeed is the
r joicingl Not only is the fatted caly
tlaughtered for the occasion, hat freq aently

tho finest bull the catate affords is also sac-
i7ificed upon tho altar of hoapitality, in the
+ way of

A PRIVATE BULL YIGHT,

for tho dsleotation of any who may wish to
bo thus divorted, The court-yard in the
centre of the square of buildiogs is trans.
formed into a temporary plawa de terros;
professioral motadors and picadors ave sent
for, and word goos to all the adjacent ham-
lots that a froo show is about to transpiro—
auch as is dearost to the Mestizo heart, At
the appointed hour a crowd is colleoted,
whose surprising numbers—oonsidering the
apparontly ompty oountry lying all around
—inocline one to believe that the mythologi-
cal sowing of the dragon'stoeth, from which
eanio an army, has been repeated. With that
graceful hospitality which is the direct heii.
tage of this gentlo race from their Moorish
progenitors, all are welcome to come in and
make merry with the lords of the land,

A hull-fight costs no more thau a fash-
fonable ball, although the best forro on the
place is slain, The pay of professional
fighters is about the same that skilled
musicians would require for rendering
dance.music, the slaughtered animal serves
as the loaves and fishes to feed the multi
tude, and the national sport stirs the blood
and affords that excitement for which thelr
stagnant lives are longing. After the meta-
dors, in spangled doublets and satin knee-
breeches, have distinguished themselves and
delighted the rebble, by tormenting the
beast to rampant fury and thea dexterously
killing him with one thrust with a xlender
rapin straight through the lungs, the car-
cas is given to the rob—who prooeed to
roast it whole, having previously built a big
fire in & hole dug in the ground. Then,
while their bettersin the social scale are
feasting on more dalnty viands in the main
ball of the mansion, all the ~etainers and
stragglers enjoy
A OGRAXD BARBECUX

underthe opensky, decked ont with tortillas,
frejoles and pulque from the generous aup-
ply of the haciends.

On the evening following a bull-fight, an
impromptu ball is always expected to come
off in the same *‘ancestral hall® where the
dinner was served—which the servants
have made haste to decorate with green
branches and garlands of flowers, till it
looks like animmense arbor. The whole
motley multitude of the bull-fight graces
the festive soeno, those who cannot gain en-
trance being fain to content themselves by
crowding around the doors and windows.
The peons, wrapped in their blankets and
squatted upon the floor—their distended
stomachs having been astonished by the rare
luxury of a “‘square meal '—are too placidly
happy for speech, beyond an ocoasional vira/
The administradorsand agents of the ha-
cienda, wi’h all their numerous amistanta,
the beapangled heroes of the plazz de terros,
servants, peasantry from all the surrounding
oountry, even the prieat of the establish-
ment is present, and each lends a willing
hand—or foot—for the general good. The
haciends.do, with his family and guests, oo-
cupy cno ond of the vast apartmeut, in the
role of audience to their numerous enter-
taincrs.  Whilo ot the hottom of the hall
the peasantary ave whirling themselves
dizzy 1n the top-like evolutions of the Mexi
can ‘mazy,” the poons and house-sorvants
execute dances poculiar to their class inter-
zpersed with quaint folk-songs ; after each
performance they make the most respectful
aalaams to tho patrician circle, and entreat
them to accopt grateful thanks fnc ¢he honor
of their attention, Anon balf a dozen
dasky troubadors, with fifes, guitars aud
curious instruments of rexls, come to the
front, and after due obeisan.se $o the aristo-

orats, beg the privilege of singlog, = *

Amoog the hundreds of folk-songs, nll
oqually meaningless, one of tho bost begins ns
follows:

** Aforvada de mi vida |
Como estag? Co
s mo to va?

pasedo 1a ¥
No has tentedo nmdn&c ?-‘ !

“‘Aforrads menns lining, a rathor singular
nom ds tendrease, doubtless signifying somo-
thing soft and well-wadded, T'he litoral
translation is ;

' Lising of my lite !

How aro you? llow doyoudo?
IHow have you p._.ed the night?
Hars you met with nothing now r*

Tho noxt verse of the ingenuous ballad goos
on to state:

“From Guadalsfara Sghting,
With tLesoldiors I came on;
Ly well-dined sweet syrup,

1 0ame 40 seo you alone,’

About ninety-seven more stanzas, all equal-
ly brilliant, belong to this effusion, but
none more touching than the *“Swect
Syrup” pas-age above quoted.
A favorits song which the lowor classes
are constantly ainging—on tho strcets, in
the pulque-shops, everywhere—is of “‘Las
bonitas senoritas de Guadalajara,” (the
Pretty Girls of Guadulajara) who aro con-
sldeied the handsomest women ia the Ro-
public. Apropos of this partiality, I read
the other day in a Guadalajara paper that
it bas been found impracticable to establish
telophones In that city b:cause socliety is so
soandaloualy lewd there that business ques.
tions cannot beasked without obscene words
being wired in rep'y !
A COMMON DANQE
is caliod Los Manos, in which the dancor
olaps his hands and sings an accompani-
meut to hia feet, meanwhile making hims:ly
tittle—a 1a John McCullough as Richard XII.
—and thereby eliciting great applause, The
chorus runs:

* Oh, bow preity are the dwarfs, tho
Listle ones, the Mexicans |
&x:‘ comos the bandsome one, out

08 one, out comes the
Dwart in hhu?xket ofakin 1*

Toward midnight the hilarity Iy at its
height—fandangos, zapateros and other
plebelan dances for the parvenues, and the
swift waltz or alow, dreamy Halancra for
the patricians, All join in the exerciso—
the bull-fighters perhaps fandangoing to
my lady’s maid, the professional priest
tripping » light fantastio toc with tho pret-
tiest senorita in the room, and the lord of
the manor whirling likc a top with a young
rauchera. But never for a momunt is there
any forgetiulneas of caste in this apparent
mingling of social elements, or tho least
bridging oi that bottomless gulf forover
fixed between servant and master. Tho
sceno reminds one of Christmas festivities
in our own South during days of slavory, or
of older times when serfs sat at the table
with thelr superiors, Lut ¢ below the salt.”
After the evening gaities aro onded, our
personal troubles nightly began fa tho soli-

tade of our chamber.

AS EDEN HAD ITS SSRPKNT,

20 all thess Moxican paradiscs aro infested
with a thouvand oreeping ar I crawling
creatures, many of which ars daugerous.

How often have Betsy and I aighed for snits
of battle armor, as we onsconzed oursclves
between thoe blankets—having first shaken
scorpions, eto., out of them and chased cen.
tipedes or tarantulas from under our pil.
lows; afterwards trying vainly. to woo
¢tired nature’s sweot restorer,” wwith visions
of onormous things crawling up the bed.
posta or spinning dovnward from the walls
—dancing beforec our waary eyea! The
most common of thesopr st are the clcarans
—acorplons. Thoy are intho wall, betwcen
tho bricks of the floor, hiding within your
garments. Turn up a coraer of the rug or
table-clotk, and you disturb sn interesting

-

Tamily of thew’y_they flop ont of your shoes



