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ECHOES OF THE MONTH.

WIE ditde wroup that forms our fronus:
: prece s the third  detachment  for
the \Winnipeg Home that left Tovonto
at the beginning of last month.,  As we
write, most of them have found places, and we
hear that applications are conung in briskly
from all parts of Manitoba and the North-\West,
so that we shali soon hope to have another
party under weigh for the * Great \West” As we
look at the group and recall what we know of
cach individual boy, we
wonder if the Canadian
North-Westhas absorhed
into its population, since
itsvast tracts werethrown
opentosetticment, a body
of colonists of brighter
promise than these six-
teen little lads. To begin
with, every boy 1s physi-
cally healthy,and **sound
in wind and limb,” and
takes with him a good
strony pair of arms and
lcgs and a good notion of
using them. Each boy of
the group s at any rate
up to a fair average in
tclligence and  mental
ability.  We do not know
that there is any brilliant
«enins among the little
party.  Certainly,  for
aught we kuow, there
may be an embryo Shake-
speare  or - Milton, but
whether this is so or not,
we can vouch that there
1s not a boy whosce mental
cquipment is not sulih-
cient to enible him to
battle his way success-
fully m life  They have
all received a gooa cle-
mentary edacation, and
can read, write and ci-
pher; and, whatever else
they may be as citizens,
Dr. Barnardo's boys will never swell the num-
bher of ¢illiterate voters,” of whom we have heard
so much of Jate among our neighbours across the
line.  Furthermore, cvery boy amony this num-
ber has been under kindly, wholesome, indus.
trial training, and has been taugit (o obey and
knows how to make himself uscful.  They have
been accustomed to habits of cleantiness and
decencey, 1o rise carly in the morning, to obscrve
punctuality and to conform to rules.  These are
not trifles as part of a boy's upbringing, but
we believe are conducive, to a most important

extent, to his future success.  And as an even
brighter omen and stronger power for good in
their lives, we can claim for our boys that every
onc of them has been brought nnder the gra-
cious influences of the teaching of God's word.
and has been taught that the fear of the Lord
1s the beginning of wisdom, and that to lic and
steal and cheat is wrong and shamefal. It is
not ours to say what fruit this knowledge and
training will bear in after life, but ** the boy is
father to the man,” and we are bhidden to ¢ train
up the child in the way he should go, and when

heard nothing bat congratulations on  their
appearance, and good wishes for the success of
the boys and the new departure in our Canadian
work. of which they ave the pioneers.  All the
mdications at present are full of hope and good
promise for our work in the North-\Vest, and,
with God s blessing, we look forward to a wide
developient i that divection and to its being a
“door of hope ” to many hundreds in years 1o
come.

Most of those who have so far been drafted
to Manitoba are boys who have previously heen
boarded out on farms in
Muskoka, and we expect
to draw our “supphies ™
for Manitoba chiefly from
those who will have been
trained and brought up
in the farm households in

Northern Ountario. The
knowledge and experi-

cnce the boys will have
cained in farm life and
ways i their Muskoka
homes will be of the
gieatesl service to them
in their new situations,
andthey will be no strang-
crs to the rigors of the
climate and the condi-
tions of pioneer life.
Among the five hundred
and fifty or so who are al
present boarded in Mus-
koka. there are now from
seventy  to eighty who
will soon be ready for
“Alitting.” and whom we
shall hope to transfer to
the Winnipeg Home dur-
ing the next few weeks.
lll)(l we are sure we Il]ll}'
bespeak the good wishes
of all our readers for
these hittle lads as they
go forth into their new
homes that the way may
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OUR THIRD DETACHMENT OF MANTTOBANS,
he is old he shall not depart from it,” and if the
future conduct of these little lads is 10 accord-
ance with the training they have received undey
Dr. Barnardo’s carc, and the influences that
have hitherto surrounded their lives, they will
indeed grow up to be a blessing to themselves
and toothers. We are sanguinccnoughto believe
that such will indeed be the case and to predict
a bright Tuture for our little lads in the great
new country in which their lot 1s now cast,

So far a more than kindly welcome has
grected our hittle Manitobans, and we have

be opened for them, and

that He who is the helper

of the fatherless and pre-

serveth the strangers may indeed go before
them and “ open to them of His good treasure.”
There is nothing of human activity and en-
terprise that is free from defects and shorlcom
ings, but we venture o commend, even to the
severest and most cynical unsympathizer in
philanthropic work, the results of Dr. Barnar
do's elforts, as represented by the present posi-
tion and prospects of these little lads and the
many hundreds of others under our care. We
would ask where could be found any effort for
the betterment or uplifting of individuals or



