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(Noi'.-It was shown by Professor Thompson that sheep, fed on
poor pasture, gave birth to an inereased. number of maies. In war-time
women have many hardships, auxieties, deprivations. This wouid ac-
eount for the extra maie births, spart froin any design on the part of
any influence to make up the maie losses due to, the war. It is ouly a
u.tural phenomenon.-Editor Lancet).

BIRTEIS, M.ARRIAGES AND DEATHS IN ONTARIO FOR 1917.
Births in Ontario during 1917 feU to the iowest figures since the war

frroke out and the same eau be said of marriages. Deaths remain about
the saine.

The figures as compiied by the Registrar Generai 's Departinent show:

Number. Decrease.
Births....................... 62,666 2,598
M.êrriages .................... 21,493 1,908
Deaths...................... 33,268 2,312

The decreafe in the number of marriages îs caused, it is ciaimed, by
the number of young men who have gene overseas, and those who have
been called te the Colora.

The births show about 10,000 more male babies than female babies
boru in the province. The births in the province were pretty well eveniy
dlvided between rural municipalities aud the cities and towns.

Of the niumber of deaths in the province over 13,000 were in cities,
rural municipalities 17,000, and towna 2,400.

MEDICAL MEN AT WAR.

A.meriean medical men have aiways hadthe advantage of not being
b<mnd by .tradition, and willing and able to, study at any source with
profit. Having ne special precouceived standards of war surgery of
Our own, we are in a properiy receptive mood quickiy and easiiy to,
absorb the experiences gathered by our unfortunate colleagues, par-
ticularly the ailied countries. Ainerican surgery of receut years has
attained as high a standard as anywhere in the worid, and in tact many
European surgeons feei the saine neeessity of beeoming faiuiliar with
American methods as we did ot theirs years ago. That the .Americau
Soilier will receive the best care obtainabie as a resuit of foresight and
the developinent of methods found moat useful lu this war la, 1 believe,
an asmured fact.


