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testimony. If the aristocraey of the profession are beyond re-
proaeh, the comrnonalty will followv in their footsteps, and the
profession at large be freed frorn a reproacli fot wholly deserved,
but having but too well established grounds for its existence.

An exeeedingly hearty -vote of thanks -%Nas, passed by ail the,
Fellows present, moved by Dr. IN. A. Powell and seconded by
T)r. A. A. Macdonald.

Mr. Justice Riddell, in replying, said in part:
"I have entirely failed in one cliief objeet of iny address to-

night if I have flot made elear that the members of the meaical
profession must take hold of this inatter of expert evidence
themselv-,es.

"The Judges cannot help you, they are bound by -preeedent;
the lawyers wvill not, they have their account in the disagree-
ment of experts; the legisilature cannot be expccted to, give
medical men as witnesses a position different frorn or superior
to that of any other clas of flie cornnunity..

Now, while there* are, of course, black sheep in the medical
as in every other profession, their number is not great; and
with the exception of these few, I arn confident an enlighitened
regard for truth, for the good of flhc publie and cd the profession,
must be all-powerful. Even the black sheep have some regard
for their general repute ainong their brethren. If tliey knew%
that a doctor *ho gave a dishionest opinion would be shunned
and scorned like any other p..3rjurer even their conduet would, be
more nearly honest.

"There ia no reason why medical .experts should not stand at
the very head of ail expert witnesses, as they ouglit, instead of.
being, as they are, at the very foot. And 1 arn not entirely
without hope that the day is not far distant when suchi wifl be
the case. If anything I have said ivill help, in however sinail a
degree, to, speed that day, I shall feel amply repaid."

Let me explain what I inean.
Paracelsus had a vulnerary ointment or weapon-salve mnade

after this recipe: "Take of usnia (i.c., the mossy growth upon
the weathered skull, of a crinîinal, w'%ho had been hanged and left


