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Acute 'joint infections fall iI tour groups: . Acite osteomyeliti of
the avticular end of the long boncs .involving the joint secoudarily
acute suppurative synovitis or joint abscess as a résuIt ol. direct infec-
tion as in wounds 'and also in the course of many of the infectious
diseases, acute plastic synovitis leacding to joint obliteration as il
gonorrboea, and acute serous synovitis. Tiberculosis and chronie joint
disease are not included in this classification. The first thrce divisions
Core now well nnderstood, but the latter, gencrally cltssed nder the
naine of articular rhonunatisi, is exciting a great deal of interest at

the present time. The case nov stands as follows: the synovitis
of acute rhcumatism does not differ clinically or pathologically from
the synovitis of infectious diseases, except that it is more bonign.
It can be producel by the injection of cultures -of pyogenic organisns,
and pyogenic organisms have been found in the joint effusions. The
specifc character of these has not been accepted. No satisfactory ex-
planation of rheunmatisn bas ever been ofTered, and the bistory of late
years slows a steadily larger number of " rhcu matic " cases constantly
béing c.lssed among the infections. It cannot yet be tregarded as .
spccific infedtions disease, but the evidence rather tends to identify it
as an "attenuated pynmin." The evidence is not yet conclusive and
the fact that the symptomns are so readily controlled by salicylie acid
in ]maity instances is not in accord with what we know. of infections.
Acute infections of the joints of undoubted bacter.ial originî occur in
ail grades of severity in connexion with .many infections. As a rule,
any one of two or thrce types of joint inflammation may occur in con-
nection witli any one infection. In mnany cases the source of intection
cannot be establishcd, and in such cases the importance of renembering
the function of the tonsils and the presence of pyogeaic oiganisffs ini
the mnth as aread ~ourc of infection is cf importance.
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BOAs. 1. "On the Prophylaxis of Gastric Homorrhage." Deutsche
Med. Woch., No. 18, 3rd Ma', 1906.

The anthor lays much stress upon the recognition of preliminary ho-
morrhage probably of small amount, preceding a serious hSmorrhage in


