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Acute ‘joint mi'ectxons 1"111 in four wloups. Acutc ostconne]m:. oI=_,
the articular end of the'long bomes involving the joint secondauly ¢
acute 'suppurative synovitis or joint abscess as u result of (]nu.t infec-
tion as in wounds -and also in the course of many of the infectious .
"diseases, acute ‘plastic synovltws leading to joint obliteration as in
gonorrheea, and acute serous synovitis.”  Tuberculosis and chronie joint
disease are not included in this classification. ‘The first three divisions

are now well understood, but the latter, gencrally classed under the
‘name of ariicular 1~hemn.1tlsm, is exciling a great deal of interest at
‘the present time. The case mow stands as follows: the synovms

of acute rheumatism does not. differ clinically or pathologically from .
the synovitis of infections diseascs, except that it is more benign.
'Tt can he produced by the injection of cultures of pyogenic organisms,
“and pyogenic organisms have heen found in the joint cffusions. 'J‘he'
Iapeexﬁc clmacter of these has not heen accepted.  No satistactory ex-

'pla,nahon of rheumatism has ever heen oﬂcred, and the history of late
‘wars shows a steadily Jarger number of “rhcumahc ” cascs constanﬂy
“being classed among the infections. It cannot yes be regarded as a

jspcmf‘ ¢ infectious disease, but the evidencé rather lends to identify it
as. an “attenmated pymmia”  The evidence is not yet conclusive and
",'"Lhe fact that the symptoms are so readily conLrol]ed by salieylic acid
Cin’ mam instances is not in accord with what we know. of infections.
Acute infections of the joints of undoubted bacterial origin occur in

all grades of severxty in connexion with ‘many infections.” As a rule
-any one .of two or' three types of. joint mﬂmnma.tmn may occur in con-

‘nection w1th any one infection. Tn. ;many cascs the source of mfectmn

cannot be’ es’cabhshcd and in. such cascs"the importance of 1emembermo-.
_the iunctlon of. the tonsﬂs and the presence of p)ocrcmc orgamsms il
‘t’he mouth a‘s'a‘ ready s 'urce'of‘ nfechon is of 1mportance“-
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The author lays much stress upon the recognition of preliminary he-

morrhage probably of small amount, preceding a serious heemorrhage in




