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temperature above the normal point invariably accompamea such an
infection.

Among path ogenic bacteria it is not possible at present to distinguish
between those which act solely in virtue of their toxic properties, and
infectivus bacleria which have the property of penetrating into the
tissues of the organism. Krénig states that at present the bacteria
which may be considered as capable of giving rise to puerperal fever
arc :—sireptococcus pyogenes puerpalis, staphylococeus pyogenes
aurcus, gonococcus Neisser, bacterium coli, bacillus diphtherie, diplo-
coccus pneumonie, and varjous bacteria, obligate anaérobes, whose
biological properties diifer essentially from those of pathogenic bacteria.

While not much is at present known as regards the action of these
anadrohic bacteria, the theory that the clinical and marked phenomena
of puerperal fever may be caused by the absorption of the products of
their nutritive activity (sapramia), must be questioned.: In his opinion,
suprarmia without penetration of the bacteria into the tissues, is' rare.
ecent observations have cstablished that saprophytic anaérobi¢ bae-
teria may, by their penetration into the tissues, cavse the death of a
puerperal woman. :

We are met with insurmountable difficulties in ‘the endeavour to.
determine the degree-of virulence of the bactena,.whlch ‘give rise .10
puerperal fever. Experience has demonstrated ths t, generally, viru-.
lence is diminished when the bacterium concernci has remained for
some time in a saprophytic state. T

Besides a general predisposition to puerperal mfectlon, ‘local _pre-
disposition exists in the case of insufficient hemostasis in the genital
passages, or in the case of extensive lesions of the genital organs. The
primary infcetive process may be situated in the wounds of the per-
ineum, vagina, cervix, and in the whole endometrium, remain localized
there, or else spread by contmmty, or by metastatic infection. This
extension most frequently occurs when - the endometrium .and the
placental site are affected. Rarely; infection arises in infected wounds
of the cervix; inost rarely, it starts from infected wounds of the vagina
and perineum. The blood vessels and lymph canals are almost as often
utilised in the propogation of infectious microbes in the organism.
The staphylococcus pyogenes puerperalis has the greatest tendency to
overstep the limits of the primary focus, though the majority of cases
of infection by this micro-organism limit themselves fo the endo-
metrium, or tend fo get well of themselvps

MexeE, who' agreed with Kronig as to- ‘the bacterla oenerally con-‘
cerned in puerperal mfeetlon “stated that the mf cetion caused by these'
vacteria may be. heterogenetlc or autogenetlc Autooenetlc mfectlon,-
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