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OF EDUCATION.

How many are acquainted with the common operations in the
growth of planta? llow wmuny ave taught to notice the succeed-
ing changes of our landscapes, as months follow ecach other in
their yearly round? How many are acquainted with the struc-
ture of their own bodies ?”

An cloquent but just tribute to the memory of the iate Rev.
Dr, Forrester was here introduced by Mr. Patterson.

“ Since we last gathered here, our venerable leader has heen
taken from us, translated from the carthly vineyard to the
Heavenly Paradise.

No more will his venerable form grace our platform, nor his
degp round voice be heard in our assembly, but the memory of
Dr. Forrester will ever e cherished by us, and that memory is
sweet and inspiring.

Thougl: absent from us in the body, yet I trust his example
will ever be living with us, lHis was a whole-soul offering to
tho cause of education. LEvery minor consideration bent to the
brord principles of philanthropy and patriotism, while a warm
christian heart endeared him to all who knew bim,

He entered upon the educational work many vears ago, when
we were without system ; the whole was a chactic mass, with
here and there a protruding diamond, showing there was hidden
treasure in the lumps. The doctor labored to surmount the
many barriers to improvewment, such as political ignoravce, gen-
eral prejudice, and much indifference, with a zeal alinost indes-
cribable ; and throughout the length and breadth of our Province
cver held up an improved systemn of education as the great re-

nirement of the times, ever pointing to the youths of Nova

cotia as its wealth—a property of far more value than its for-
rests, its mines, or its fisheries. And to what extent the labors
and influence of this one man went towards bringing about the
(l;reat chauge in our school system, 1o human tongue can tell.—

fe lived to sce the fond ideal, for which he so unceasingly labor-
ed, a living, moving reality, viz: Common Schools supported
by general taxation and free to all. To use his own words,—
« This is a priceless boon to any country.”

Fellow teachers: while we mourn the departure of this great
and good man, let us emulate his zeal, and ¥lorying in our pro-
fession, congider our lives well spent, our talents well employed
if like him death finds us clad in our educational harness.”

“The encouraging aspect of Education throughout the Province
was shown in the increased number of scholars and registered
attendance in school houses built in every section, and of com-
modious and ornamental type, and in the long and almost num-
berless petitions showered upon the table of the House of As-
sembly, in defence of our common school system. The School
Law however defensible and meritorions in itsleading provisions,
Mr. Patterson considered as defective in its details, and invited
the Association to regard the perfectory process, as largely
placed in their hands.

“I am fully aware that our decisions have no legal force, that
our enactments can be nothing more than advisory, (for we are
a voluntary organization)—but let no one despise our proceed-
ings on this account. We are 2 re-organized body andp wield a
power which is not delegated to us by law, but by reason, by

rofession, and by experience. And this kind of power wisely
gandled is moro effective and sucecessful in accomlphshing a desir-
ed change, than power given by law, and foolishly used. I fear
there are some teachers who do not appreciate the influence of
this Association, who do not understand whatis to be accomplish-
ed by it, and who do not perceive the relation it sustains to the
present system of education. I affirm if ever the profession is
to rise and take its position among the learned professions, we,
the teachers, must be the leaders, and not the led, because we
are in a proper position for observation. Wo behold daily the
friction of the machinery. From our position in the work we
should know more than any other class of individuals respecting
the cause, in which we are engaged.

In the spirit of these remarks the Association was invited to
consider the question of the Inspectorships of the Province. The
special right of teachers to fll these offices and their peculiar
qualifications for them were advocated :

¢ First, then, the teachers claim by law. The law particularly
specifies that the Inspector is to be'recommended by the Super-
intendent of Education. But why by the Superintendent of
Education? I know it bas been properly said, that this arrange-
ment was made tosrcvent the office becoming political property ;
but it was also made, because the Buperintendent isin a position
to make the proper selection, for if the selection were to be made
from the clergy, the recommendation should come from a synod
or an association, but the recommendation is to come from the
Superintendent of Education, because he is supposed to be ac-
quainted with the teachers of the Province, amll, from them to
make his selection.

Secondly, what are the dutics, and consequently what are the
needed qualification for an inspection ?

An Inspector is required to visit every school and report upon
its condition, both ag” to tho cfficiency of the teacher, and the
progress of the school. He is to see that the law is complied
with, and the public fands properly distributed.

Now, I nsk what training can be better adapted to qualify for
such & position than a teacher’s? Who can visit a school and
more critically observe its excellences or its defects, than a man

who has spent years in school work ?  Who can better under-
gtand, during his visits, how to give a cheering word, a cordinl
greeting, o sympathising word of counsel, than a man who has
passed through the ordeal himself, and knows its trials, its labors
aud its responsibilitics, by experience.”

The late dismissal of ¥, W. George, A.M., from the Inspector-
ship of Cumberland County was referred to, and the sympathy
and influence of the Association invoked in his behalf,

Mr. Patterson ended his address in the following terms :

“We have much to stimulate us in our work. Already our
system of Common School Education is attracting the admiration
of the world. ILngland herself is about to take a lesson from us.
Her tenming millions yet thirat for tho streams of knowledge,
which now course every Nova Scotian valley and lave its shores,
Let us not relax our united efforts until we see the system in
perfect working, and let a true spirit of patriotism nerve us for
the work. :

Tlike the sentiment so terscly expressed by Kossuth,—« It is
not I that have inspired the Hungarian people, it is the Hupgar-
ian poogle who have ingpired me.” X ask no one to inspire the
cause o education, but I ask, let the cause of education inspire
you.

The address was received with the warmest applause. On.
motion of Megsrs. Paysons and McLaughlin the tﬁnnks of tho
Association were tendered to the President for his very eloquent,
appropriate, and instructive Inaugural,

REPORTS.

Several gentlemen were then called upon to give some account
of the state of Educational matters in their respective spheres.

S. McNaughton, B.A,, Principal of Guysborough Academy re-
ported from the Eastern Section of the Province, and represent-
ed educational matters in that (Huarter as being in a very favor-
able state. Headvocated strongly the new system of examination
aud spoke very favorably of the means taken to secure a better
class of men in the teaching profession.

IL Bayue, B.A., of Pictou Academy, reported from Pictou.
He gave an account particularly of the working of the New
School Law, and of the graded system in the town of Pictou.
He spoke in complimentary terms of the Trustees and people of
the town Section, and of his fellow labourers in the work.

E. D. Millar reyrted from the Western Section of the Prov-
ince. He expressed a very favorable opinion of education ad-
vancement in Chester, Bridgewater, anb Lunenburg. He was
engaged at Bridgewater and represented the progress there
being mada as very encouraging.

‘The meeting adjourned at ten o'clock.

SECOND SESSION~—TuEspAY MonrNING.

The Convention met this morning at 10 o'clock, the President
in the chair. Rev. Dr. Robertson cngaged in prayer. The
Minutes of the last Meeting and also of the last Annual Conven-
tion, were read by the Secy., F. W. George, A M., and approved
by the members present. :

COMMUNICATION.

J. Parsons, A.B,, Sccy. of Education Committee read a Com-
munication from the Superintendent relative to the erection of a
Monument to the late Rev. Dr. Forrester. ‘The letter wasfavor-
ably received and a committce, consisting of the President,
Messrs. Bayne, McNaughton, Hollies, Condon and Sterns, were
appointed to consider the subject of the communication and or-
dered to report before the close of the Convention.

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTER.

The report of the Executive Committee was then read by Mr.
Parsons, and after some discussion adopted. The question of
members’ fees having been referred to, it appeared that there bad
been some misunderstanding in one part of the provinee in res-
pect to the collection of these fees. Mr. Parsons then mado ex-
planation of the arrangement for the prepayment to the Inspec-
tors, or others, to whom Railway certificates had been forward-
ed. Members who had received passes without prepayment
were requested to hand in their annual fee of membership to the
Secretary of this Association.

S. McNaughton suggested the propricty of a certificate on re-
turn from the Sccy. in preference to the plan adopted by the
Committee this year. Mr. Parsons explained that the Commit-
tee had been guided by the instruction of Railway authorities in
the plan they bad followed. It was agreed to continme the ar-
rangement.

RIZE ESSAY.

Mr. Parsons reported from the Committee on the Prize Essay.
Only three had been written upon the subjects announced in the
Journal of Education. To one of these upon “ Five days a week,
or the importance of regular attendance at School,” the prize
was awarded. The cssay was a production highly creditable to
the author and was well received by the Convention. The name
having been called for, the Secy. broke the seal of the accom-

anying cnvelope and announced Miss H. Marin Norris of Cape

Janso as the name of the successful essayist.




