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WILAT DO YOU READ N
During the past decade the publication of cheap hoyks
has increased enormously, yet, in spite ot the grand library
schemes of our day, the demand for Yiterature of every kiml
th this great Ametican

BOYS! !

haz by no means hecome glutted,
continent ol o= nearly every man, womax and elild not
only can, but alko do read.  The goud aceomplished Ly
the presenting of xtamlard works to the American publie at
a merely nominal figure can lnndly be estimated tov highly
but yel the reduction of prices ol heretofore expensive works
has mot been an unmised good.  Eor there huve avisen fivms
from whose presses issue forth works whicl tend to do aught
but edify the minds of the general reader,

It is wimecessary for me to here dilate on the extent of
evil accemplisheed by wnprincipled publishms. A\ casaal
reader of the reports of the “ New York Socivty fur the sup-
pression of Vice,” would almost begin to doubt that the gowd
accomplished by the Amervican press could at all counteibal-
anco its evils. All honor to the noble men who constitute
that mighty society ! What a power for goud they and their
supporters have been in the United States in the past ; and,
thank God, their power is increasing.

Dt let us turn to that portion of the publications of the
press which move especially interest th-1eaders of thix paper.
Let us for a slort time consider what style of works the
youth of this continent chicelly veal. It has heen an increas-
ingly important question, how is the ool of that form of
pernicions litewture which is vead with sueh avidity by the
vouth of Ameriea to he checked and overcome by some form
of vreading which will attract tho attention of, improvo tho
taste ef, and, generally speaking, increase the menl stamina
of those who, when the present generation shall have passed
away, will control the destinies of the two mighty nations
holling sway in the North American continent,

It is not my intention, in a short asticle like the present,
to offer a grand scheme for the ravolution of the literature
published for boys. I shall merely point out some of the
cfiorts made to copo with this sconrge. Lot us give all the
eredit due to such publishess as the arpers, who hegan, four
or five years ago, the publication of their “ Young People;”
or the Scribners, whuse * St. Nichoasl” is so widely known.
The success which hoth these journals have met with is most
aratifying s it shuws that the taste of the American youth is
not itself depraved, and that there is a decided preference
for goud literature if it be fuvnished at prices to compete
with those of the pernicious forms of cheap literature. I
know well that the majority of my readors are acquainted
with that priuce of boys® papers, & . “The Boys Own Paper,”
‘I'he success of this paper has been simply marvellous, though
it has not been hefore the public for quite five years; it nev-
ertheless nunbers its subseribers by the hundred thowsand.
This paper, three years ago, was hardly known on this side
of the Atlantic ; to-day thowands of boys in Canada ave sub-
seribers to if, and in the United States thowsands of readers
att: s their appreciation of its metits,

Perhaps, ax [ have mentioned the “ Boys Own Paper,” T
might, before 1 lay aside my pen, compare the literature of-
fered to the youth of England with that 1ead by the boyx of
America,  All who havo given any aitention to the subject
avow that England leads the Amerieans in this as well as in

most forms of likature,  Why, we have meiely (o compae

)

the mlhh penny no\'d w nh tho Amevican half dime, to see
the superiority of the former. 1 will mention one or two
reapeets in which the English novelette surpasses the Ameri-
ean halfdime series. In many of the American stories the
horo is some mean little seamp who rejoices in nothing It
playing svicks on all and sundry, and whose character is not
tededmed by one partiele of manliness,  On the other hand,
tie DBiitish boy has always held wp to him for admimtion a
hero distinguished hy all the chameteristies of trne manlis
tess,  The Ameriean hero s usually, whatever position in
sociely he may veeupy, @ user of <lang in all its worst forms;
hut in the English tales a purer style is adopted, and tho
slang whiclt is nsed is so introdueed that the reader is but
little tempted to addd it to his own vocabulary. .\gain, the
Ameriean hoy reads of the Englishman as either a profound
oekhead or a villan, while the Fnglish boy istaught by his
reading to consider the Ameriean as his cousin, honvrable
and to be honored.  From this it may be seen how much
more vefined is the style of Lnglish novels (hoys) as com-
pared with the same elass of American literature, I shall nog
further dilate on this important subject, but I would request
every boy who peruses this short article to consider what he
should read, aml to try if h+ cannot in same degroe improve
the standard of the American Boys’ Literature.
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EXCHANGES,

I'he Dalhousio Guzette for May is chiofly taken up with
the prize lists, ete,, for the last term,

The Undversity Monthly for April is up to its usual inter-
esting stan lard.

An historieal essay on ¢ Gregovian Music and plain Song,”
is the chief attraction in the King's College Record fur April,

A writer in the Argossy for April diseusses, and decides in
the allirmative, the question, “Is government by party a ne-
ces~ity in Democratie countries”

MecGill University Guzette contains & well wiitten article
on Originality. The article is une of the best we have scen
in a college paper.

The Rouge ot Nodr for May, in a well written editorial,
reviews the history of College journalism, points out the dif-
{erenee between English and American college papers, and
designates the proper sphere of such papers.  Itappears from
this article that the English University papers are less in-
clined to eriticize the powers that he than their American
contemporaries are,

The Astewm Alberti, of which we have seen two numbers
isan addition to the rnks of College jonrnals. It is pub-.
lished in connection with Albert College, Delleville, Ont.
The May mmmber contains essays on ¢ Hope,” “ the Study of
Batany,” and “ Molammed,” whicharc all well written,  The

article called “ The Age of Chivalry,” certainly possesses the
ment of originality of thought, for in it the writer advances.
the theory that the only difference between the age of chival-
ry and the present ago is that men have transferred their ad-
wiration from a Robin Hood to a Jesse James.
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The day after Hanls was wmurried he remarked : “ It vas
youst su easy as a needle conld valk ont mid a camel's eye ay
tu gelaler hehind vord mit & voman's."” —
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