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SCII 001 ConVontions lit lUpper Caiinda.
A movcment of soute importance in educational circles bias

beau commenced in Upper Canada, und2r the iiamcdiate direction
of the chief Superintcndent for that section of the province. The
progrcss of public instruction under the cxisting systcni lias licen,
thus far, satisfixctory; yct it is tîxouglit that in some particulars
the law is susceptible of inprovemnt. Amion- the changes now
sought to bo introduced, the niost importa is that which lias
refèence to the jurisdietion of local Sceel Bloards, As ia Lowcr
Canada, the principlo that the rates lcvied iii support of' the
schools in cdi nunicipality shahl be sclf'-imposed is ?tilly recog.
nised and aced upon ; tlie essential differenco is ia tlic constitu-
tion of the Boards liaviug tîxe power to assess the ratepayers. lit
Lower Canada eauh municipality (wliere there are ne dissentients)
eleets but one B3oard, whîereas in the Western section there is an
independent B3oard for every sehiool and its sehooil section, thus
needles.9ly multiplying. as Dr. Ryerson deelares, the nuniber of
these administrative bodies, causing inucli divcrsity in tho rate of
asscssment in thxe sanie township or evea part of a township, and
impairing the general uniformity in tic working o? tlîe selîcol
systcm. Te remedy these evils and improve tlîis systcm iii oller
respects, it is proposcd te substitute Township for tlic existing
Scheel Section ]3uards and te ixitroduco various otiier measures
of miner importance ; but before taking any action on the part
eof thie Departmcent, Dr. llyerson -wislied te consuit tlîe different
scbool -fuactionaries and othiers intcrcsted, aud te listen te sucli
suggestions as their experience and practical kanowledgc lu tîxe
working of the sebool law miiht prompt them to ofi'er. Hlene
the circuler addressed la Deceuiber last te local municipal bodies,
sehool officers and others, inviting them te asseumble la Conven-
tions te be held la cadi ceunty, and et whieh the chic? Superin.
tendent would proside.

The cireunistances tb' ý' scent te have suggestcd tlîe idca. of
County Conventions arc thus expleined by Dr. Rycrson in lus
circular:

CcWhcn I beg-an, ln 1844, te apply myseif te est ablisli and
mature our present systeni of public ellementary instruction, it
mas part of iny plan te visit forciga cducating countries once in
five years, in order te acquire information, to observe the nature,
workin- and progress ef systeis of public instruction, se thit via
mighti!n our educational systent and institutions profit as inuch
as possible by the example and oxperience o? otiier cnli-lhtcned
countries. It mias aise another phsrt of m~y plan te visit cadi
County in Upper Canada once la five years, la order te acquire
local information as te the circumstanccs and w~isbes of the
people, te hold free consultations as te the working, progress and
defeets of our ovin systeni o? public instruction, and tlîe best
means of ia-preving and adapting it te tlîe institutions and
wants of the country. My lest quinquennial, tour vias nmade in
January, February ana MiNarch o? 1.860; but my health did net
permit me te undertake the great labour of anothecr tour last
yoar; and the absorption of the publie mind witb the subjeet of
confederation and other exeiting questions. seemied te reade!r it
inopportune for me te hold public County Conventions on sehool
matters.

le 1 purpose in the course of the next thrce months, Providence
pcrmitting, te zake my fourth anxd probably lest visit te cach

Couuty, or union of Counties in Upper Canada, in order te lxold
a Courity sehool convention of aIl scheocl officers ad otier fricnds
ef genirl education wio mnay tlîink proper te attend."

Tlîo business vihich mas expected te cengage tlîc attention ef the
Cc ;entions is concisely laid devin as foilovs.

I1. To casider «.n 'y suggestions ivili nay be miade for tho
enîcîîduient of the schiool lawv, l'or tlîo iimprovemient of tlîc sehoois,
for the diffusion of educatiu>, and for the extension and usefulness
o? prizè bocks and publie libraries.

c2. To consider, espccially, %wlîethcer or net it mould bc desir-
able te have eue Board of Selîcol Tritstees for each Township, as
there is one Bloard of Trustess for caci City, Town. and lacer-
poratcd Village; and whicther tho Township Council simould net
bc suaIs Board of Scliool Trustees -tlîus puttingr an end te tlîe
trouble and disputes arisiug fromt Scîiool Seetioîi divisions and
alterations, tIse election of Section Trustees, and the lovying and
collection of Sclîool Section rates, and greaxtly siniplif'ying the
axaclincry of the Scîsool Systein, Ieaving te parents a larger
diseretion as te tise selection of a sehiool for tlîeir cliildren, nad
giving greater perîuanency te the situations cf' teacliars.

13.* It is aise propoed te coasider vihetlier each Municipal
Council shîouîd net bc invcstcd with pevier te brin- te acceunt
and punish by fine, or rcquirin- te Nvork on tic reoads, parents
whe do net scnd thecir chlîldren, batween seven and fiftceu yeurs
cf age, te soine seleioo at lcast four nxentlis la cadi year."

Anion- tIse rany articles lich have appcarcd lin the neoms-
papers i n coanection wçith tlîis inevement, ive select tIse following
on tîxe subjeet (,t prizes. It is fromn tise Ilcun illi Spectalor:

'Tie flrst subjeet suggestcd by Dr. Ryersoa, la his circular,
announ ingte holding of coav-citi-,ns tlîrouglîcuý Upper Canada,
on tesbjet of tic Selioni systein and its improvemu(.it, is Il Te
consider any suggestions w'liich xnay bc made for the auicadment
cf thc Sellool awv, for the improveinent of ilie sèlxools, for the
diffusion of' educatiox, a for the extension and usefulacas cf'
. rizc-bocks aîîd publie librairies." Thîis subjeet takes a vcry midle
range, and raay, la ?.îct, bc said in its teris te inelude ail the
ether topies suggestcd. Under it, ahinost ail subjects concctcd
!n aay wvay Nvith the Seliool systeni cf the country rnight b,
intioduccd, and mvc doubt net tlîat the discussions upon it miût
prove o? very general intercst.

Il We purpose, liowevcr, to-day, te notice thiat particular sugges-
tion whiich lias relation te tîîe distribution of prizes in the schools
- a subjeet wvhilel lias cxcited a good deal o? attention enxong
cducationists, and upea wvhich thxe vici,-lit o? evidence is prctty
cqually divided. Thiere is ne question that those mite oppose the

~giving of prizes te tliose sehîclars %vite, la a ýcempetitive exemin-
ation exhibit the greatcst proflcicucy, are net without -,olidl
argumnent by wliich te inaintain their vievis. It is contendcd that
very often tic lads %vite are really the lîardest werkcers, and vihe
make the best figure in the worid la the long rua,; arecfnot tic most
succes,-ful at thînse asaminatiens; and thiat niera smartness of'ten
takes the prize froin the noe industrious and mcritorious; ana
thiat, la suds cases, the tcndcncy is te disceurage that spirit o? pied-
ding iadustry Nvhiieh at sehicol, as la the sterner duties of after-hile,
are thc snost te be enceuragcd. Where the prize le aviarded solely
te the nsost successful at the cempetitive examination, tliere is ne
question that thus is tee often thc case. At school, ais in life, ancre
self-possession, mve mihtpirhaps say the force o? impudence,
often carrnes off tie prize egainst menit and xncdcst wverti. Tho
reports o? local superintendents of schools, pîxblished ia thc annual
reports froux tlîe Educational Departnxcnt, bear evidence that
tits fact basý often niliitated agaiast the usafulncss ana feiracss
o? the prize systein.

IlBut these arguments, after al], apply rather te thc mode o?
diStnibuting prizes thîsa te the systeni cf prizes itei.. :he grcat
danger te be'avoidcd is in ignoring tise general conduet of scholars
duriag, thc catire terni. and leavin- te tIse accident of the examin-
ation tîxe deterinination o? the question o? menit. Distributcd
upon a well-considered priaciple, ivhich would recognise flully tic


