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Assembled at Chatham, 24th January, 1839.

Berovep Breruren,—Through
Divine goodness, we have been per-
mitted once more to assemble to-
gether as an Association. We hail
the return of this annual season of
meeting, as it affords a fresh oppor-
tunity of declaring the Lord’s deal-
ihgs with us as churches, to enkindle
afresh the flame of zeal and devotion
in our Redeemer’s cause, and to en-
quire again what can be done to re-
pair the waste places of Zion, and to
hasten the happy and long wished-for
day, when Jerusalem shall become a
praise in the whole earth.

With these ends in view, few sub-
jects can more suitably occupy our
attention than that proposed for our
present Annual Circular, “ ON THE
puty oF THE CHURCHES TO SEEK
THE PEACE OF Z10N, AND THE BEST
METHOD OF ATTAINING AND SE-
CURING IT.”

Zion, we need hardly remind you,
is 2 Scriptural name for the Church
of Gud, and owes its origin to the
hill so called on which David pitched
the Tabernacle for the Ark. The
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pame was afterwards extended to the
mountain on which the Temple was
built, and whither the tribes of Israel
went up to worship. It came at
length to be applied to the assembly
of worshippers; and, fially, to God’s
people throughout the world, con-
sidered as one grand assembly.

To seek the peace of Zion supposes .
herin astate of warfare. The Church
in the world is called the Church
militant, in distinction from the
Church tiiumphant in heaven. DBut
it is not the termination of the
Church’s militant state hicre which we
are to seek. The Church is at war
with the evil customs and maxims
of this world, and with those she is
never to seek peace, either by com-
promise or compliance. She is also
engaged in a warfare against all sin
and error, and in this conflict she is
never to yicl, but, by prescnting the
banners of holiness, to appear terrible
to the workers of iniquity, aud var-
nestly contend for the faith once de-
livered to the Saints. The Church
is engaged in a war of conquest, for



