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PEACE 0F ZION.

Foui-th CIRCULAR LETTER oftlMe OTTAWA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,

Assembled at Chatham, 24th January, 1839.

BELOVED BRr-THRE,-Thirough
Divine goodness, we have been per-
mitted once more to assemble to-
gether as an Association. We liail
the returu of titis annual. season of
ieeting, as it affords a fresh oppor-
tùnity of declaring tAie Lord% deal-
itig. with us as chiurches, to enkindie
afresh the flame of ztai and devotion
in our Redeîner's cause, and to en-
quire again wlîat can be doue to re-
Pair the wvaste places of Ziou, and to
hasten the happy and long wislied-for
day, whcn Jertisalem shall become a
praise in the whole earth.

Withi these ends iu view, few sub-
ject.s can more suitably occupy our
attention than that pr<)posed for our
present Anmal Circulai-, " ON THE
DUTY 0F TUE CIIURCHIES TO SEEK
THE PEACE OF ZION, AND THE 13EST
MET11O1)0F ATTAINI.NG AND SE-
CTJRING IT."

Zion, we necd liardly rcrnind you,
is a Scripturaý,l iiane foýr the Chîurrh
of Gud, and owes its origin to the
hili so called on wvhicli David pitched
t'he Tabernacle for the Ark. T'ite

name wias afterwvards exteuded to the
mountain on wvhicli the Tuinple wvas
buit, and whither the tribes of Israel
went Up to worslup. It came at
iength to be applied to the aissvmbly
of worshippers; and, finjalil', to God's
people thtroughout the w orld, con-
sidered as one grand assembly.

To seek the peace of Zion supposes.
lier in a state of warfare. Thle Chur-cli
in the worid is called thu Chiurcli
militant, 1-i distinction froin the
Church tiiumiphant in heaven). But
it is flot the terinination of the
Church's militant state huere %,vhiclh we
are to seek. The Churchi is at %tar
with the evil customs and maxims
of this world, and with those site is
never to seek peace, cither by conm-
promise or compliance. She is also
enaged iu a warfare against ail sin
and error, andi in tis (onflict sie is
neyer to yieeil, but, by prescniting the
banu crs, of holiness, to appear terrible
to tAie workers of irtiquitç, and ear-
nestly contdnd for the faith once de-
iiverud to the Saints. The Churcli
is cngaged in a %war of couiquest, f'or
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