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that it is worth considering, whether the constant increase in the number
of lectures hias not a tendency ta encourage men ta reiy too ranch on
the aid given by teachers, and too littie upon their own powers. XVe are
sure that none wouid regret sucb a resuit more than the coilege authori-
tics themseives.

"THE HITCH IS WITH THE PASTORSYj

Wiiv is there a deficit ini the Hot-e Mission Fund ? Is it because
aur people are poor or illiberai ? lIt is not. The money is in the
Church, otherwise Principal Grant could flot have raised, in one season,
a quarter of a million for Queen's College. Arnd the people would
contribute for missionary purposes if tbey kneir the state of the funds.
But they do not knowv. Their ministers have flot given themt the facts.
Therefore the people are flot îvbolly responsible for the present crisis,
lior for the consequent failure, if it en.ds in fiflure. As oid Dr. Duif
used ta say, l'The hitch is iîh the 1ftaslors.»

\Try litle -was known about the deficit until Dr. Cochranc's article
or, the «"HomnelMission Ourloouk » appearcd in the Novemnber MNoNTHîix.
Since then the Church paliers have taken the matter ur and it bias been
taiked, about a little. Di. Cochrane put the alternatives more cle-irly
before the Churcli. Rev. James Robertson sliewed that retrcnchmcnt
incars disaster, and in the Presl'ykrian Rcz'icw for january 5 th givcs
a detailed statenient that should bc read by every mninister and ruember
of the Churcbi. But ail this in the papers. Whlat have the pastars
donc ? ofn a them have bcen keeping tbe cntuntry straighît on social
and political questions at the expense of the wvork o! the Cburch. Ta-lk
ta vcry ni any of their nmnst intelligent mcimbers about the 1"crisis " in
politics and they know ail about it. But the Ilcrisis" i n Homne Mis-
sins-tbey have ieverlheard oftha-t. M.\enltion tue Comminittee's' "deter-
nuination ta, retrencb," and thcy say, IlWhy do nol our miinisters tell us
about thir ?" Why indeed!

If the Church is to l>e saved tramn the disgrace Of retreat, if 2,000
faiiefis in the North-west are iiot to be deprived ai, a stroke- of ail Church
privileges, if the history of half acetitury ago,as recorded in tbe Colonial
Correspondence, is not ta bc relieatcd, tbe ministers nmust taice up the
v.TTk The Cburch impers may thbunder, but tao niany people, like too
many pastors, confine tlhcir acading ta tbe news dcpiartnîcint. The
iiinisters niust study tbis question antil tbey are thoroughly informed
and becomne irn]pTCssCd with lis grave importance. Then let thcrn go ta,
their peoplieel thiern the fac«ts,p)nint outtheirduty and banve it %vith thera
t-) say uvheîhcr they have mloncy ta coruriibute in savc tbe Church froam
disgrace anud defeai. The Convcnor"s statenment, " That in more than
anc of the prcsbyterics of the Church th, rc are niinistcrs Nvbo neyer
speak to their pecople on the subject af isiNins. and wlbo refuse tî> aibow
ather brethren ta occuipy thecir puipiî.s and slieak cin Homne 'Missions and
Aýugmentation>-" cannui bc denicd. These iininisters are responsible for
the ignorance and illiberaiity of their pecopkIel The hitch is with the
pastors.l


