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%Vhat is the source of this deplorable state of afar? We ât once dii-
card the notion that it is the best our students can do. 'they are. in
niost cases, meni of intelligence and spiritual disceruiment. 'l'le trouble
has its origin ini the old notion that preaching is the principal thiflg, and
to bç a strongz preacher is to be a strong minister. This leads to indif-
ference towards the reading of Scripture and prayer, and igynoraince as to
what public prayer ought to, be. Preparation for a sermon to be addressted
to the people requires ail week ; b)ut preparation for carrying the hearts
and affections of his Hlock to the I-eaivenly Shepherd.- this is donc on tile
spur of the moment, and the resuit is that too often it is Dot clone at ali.
As Professor Proudfoot wcll points out, an understanding of the affection.';
and emotions of meni, and hiow ro arouse thern, is acquired by travelling 1n0
roval road. Hard work alone brings the blessing This is the source of
the cvi!. Students go downstairs to the diningr hall, and at the conclusion
ofI the mcea!, without wvarning or preparation, select ~a chapter and lezad in
prayer. 1'hat the exercises in niany such cases are unedifying, and somtc-
timies even offensive to grood Christian taste, goes %vithout saying.

Is there no balm or cure for ail this? On one occasion whien the
subjeet wvas under discussion the use of a l)rayer book was proposced,
but was lost by a small niajority. .The change w.is too radical for
that date : buit seeing that D r. (;reggg our Professor of Church H-istory,
lias I)ullishied1a volume on this sulbject,v,-,lual)le hints iht be sectired froli
hlmii. There should be no objection to, the reading of a l)repared prayer,
but in everv case ther-ý oulght to be preparaition lbefore any one takes the
sacred task'in chargec. A short portion of somne of the devotional parts of
the Bible -for instance, the Psalms-is always in good taste : and with such,
changes re.spcctingY the reading and prayer wvorship ln the dinina hali
wili beconie a, picasure, and a poverful influ.ence in the upi)uilding of
reverent Christian feeling. We should hecre likc to refcr students to the
excellent address of ii Rcv. 1). J. \Icl)oniiell, B.).pbisc i h

julv number of In oiim.l conclusion, it niay be siqggested thmt
sonic or(ler or arrang~ement be made, so, thzat the leader nîay kiiow whien his
t'ura wiil Coule to officiate.

Gîvi: uto me, imde lowly wisc,

"lhle Spirit of :efscrlc
The Confidencc of reao m ive
Anrd, ini the light, of truth,i'h1y l;ondini

let Ile livc

575


