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QUEBLEC BOARD OF TRADE AND ‘QUEBEC GAZETTE.

Qur last number contained the Report read at the Annual
General Meeting of the Board of Trade of Quebec ; that of our
Board being inserted in the same paper, will infurm the public
geuerally of the prints in which these budies respactively agree
or differ.

‘We continue to pursue the course we have hitherto, since the
inst tation of this journal, adopted, of commenting on the Reports
of the varivus Buards of Trade, because we deem them to be
docaments of high inportance, and worthy of most attentive ex-
amination by every person interested in the commerce of the
country. With the Quebec Board of Trade we have had the
mi~fortune to differ in opinion 10 a considerable extent, and the
Report now before us is no exception to this too general rule. It
reiterates all the fallacies again and again refuted, and repeats
all the threalbare and worn out expressions of alarm at the policy
of the Mother Country.

Faulty, however, as this Report is, we r¢joice ta observe that
there are some faint gleams of sunshine to illuminate the dark
and dreary voil. First, the attempt to induce the British Guvern-
ment to recede from the policy which they have adopted, ap-
pears to have been abandoned as a fruitless task, and we may
therefore_venture to hope that they will by and bye feel the ne-
cessity of acting with us in the adaptation of our commercial
system 1o that which obtains in Britain. So Jong s they cunfiued
themselves to vain Jamentations at, instead of active oppusitiva
to, the progress of Free Trade, it would really secm cruel to dis-
turb their enjoymont of the “Juxury of grief™; and we shall
therefore leave without an answer their complaint that 11s. ste.-
Ying per Inad, or nearly cent per cent. on the cost of White Pine
Timber, at the port of shipment, is an inadequate prolection in
the British market to the colonist uver the foreianer. Really our
Qicbee friends must rely strongly on the prejudice or ignornce
of their auditors, or they would never have ventured 1o repeat
their comrplaint of the sufliciency of this protection, alter the
conclusive answer given to them ty M Gravsroxs, the late
Colonial Secretary  However, we would say in the Eastern sty le,
“day their shadew (of protection) never be less!™ we count
ahl wi’lich the British Goveinment may choose to give so much
clear gain to the colony, and, if the British people are content
there ¢an be no ohjection here to that protection being extended
10 such a dearee as even to satiate the desires of the good mer-
chants of Quebec.

Our serond eause of rejnicing at the progression of the Quebec
Boand of Trade is their apparent conversion on the subject of the
Differential Duties  Last {onr, at their ¢ Great Protection DMect-
ing,» as they called it, they congratulated themselves on the
power which they conceived to be conceded to the Provincial
Plrliament of imposing, wwhilst this year they are grateful for the
pwer given to that body of repealing, the Differential Duties.
Thia is a decided advance towards sound Freo Trade principles,

A third 1y of light has beamed on our Quebec friends on a
subject in which it iz well known wo take a lively fnterest. Last
November they thouglt fit to “ abstain from giving an opinion as

'
to the removal of all the restrictions that now operate against the
. free navigation of the St. Lawrence, believwg that that question
" is better understood by the I'mperial Government, as involving
, principles and interests of great maguitude and vast importance
to the whole empice.” Now they remack, ¢ A matter concorn-
. ing us as closely is the Free Navization of the St. Lawrence, and
. on this your Council are at no loss 1o ezpress their opinion.”
| Whenco this sudden enlightenment? How has the Quebec
» Boand of Trade amved ut this < better underiuadmg > of ¢ prin=
ciples and interests of great maguitade and vast importauce,”
which but a few short novuths siuce, according to their diclum,
“was monopolized by tho ¢ Imperial Government>’?  We own
ourselves a good deal puzzled 10 1econcile the boldness with
.which they now decide a question which they so oracularly, a
short time since, pronounced to be beyond the capacil¥ of any
intellect short of that of the “ Impeiiai Gusernment.” However,
if they have advanced on the question of the Frec Wavigation of
the St Lawrence to make amends, they have, precisely toa
similar extent, retrograded on the question of the British Navina-
tion Laws. In November last they boldly took up the cudgels mn
defence of these laws, as a colunial uestn, but nuw they assert
“1this salject rests entirely with the Impenial Legislature,™ aud
they therefore “deem it unnecessary to go into any lengthy de-
tails.®  Verily it would reguire an G2dipus 10 solve the enigmas
of the Quebec Sphinx! For our part, we candidly confess we
do not know what the Buand of Trade mean. To-day, i their
opiniun, the British Nuvigation Laws are a fit subject for discus-
sion, and the Free Navization of the St. Lawrence must be left
to the Imperial Government; to-morrow the case is reversed:
we are prohibited from examimng into the cffects of the British
Navigzatien Laws, but we are compeient to gwve judgment, ez
cathedra, un the Fieo Navigation of the St Lawrence! In which
of these opintuns are the goud people of Quebec to repose theur
faith? They are buth, Le it ubserved, the deliberate expression
of tlie same %u;ud, cumposed of the same members, aud uo rea-
son is vouchsafed for the discrepaney! Which is the true con-
fessivn of fuith ? - O, are both—alihuugh Jiametrically opposed--
10 be bolieved as emauatung from an antallible authorny 2 We
leave this question fur the suluton of the Qeebee Board of Trade,
and shall really feel obliged 1f they will remove our duubts.

On oue point, howeser, we must admat, that vur Quebec friends
are perfectly cunsisteat ot all tunes ; and that s, in demanding
aUsolute and full protection to every interest with wiuch they are
ia the oliglitest degree cunnected, and entire removal of the pro-
tectivn affurded to ¢very other interest an the province. Tfms,
“Duties levied on agricultural produce,” for protection, they
consider “ Lighly cbjectiouable in principle, and injunous to the-
“coramercial prospewty of the coluny ' 5 ¢ Taxes on Raw Mate-
rials required for manufactaring purposes ** should atonce be re-
moved , Usury Laws “ought fobe reynuded on all commercial transac-
“ions,” “but nol in referee to bunds, mortgages, or other teum-
« Brences vn real citale 5 < all restrictions *7 should be removed
“from American slupping navigating our noble niver,” at the
same tune that in Axc catetnal or fureigm tade, “they are de-
“¢idediy of opinion that encvurazement and protectionshould be
“affurded the Bridisk and Colvnisl Slupping over Foragn.”>  Can
any thing be imagiued more wacilfably absurd than tius blowiug
hot and culd with the =ame breathy—this admixture of the soun
principles of Free Trade with the exploded failacies of Protecs
tivn? Aud is ot a3 document which comprehends soch a far-
tago, utwonthy of the highly respectable body from which o
cmanaies?

Qut cuntemporary the Dot has commented, in terms in which
we entirely concur, on that passage in the Report winch refers to
the “stipalation insisted on by the Commissioner of Crown
Lands in the licences graated last season to cut imber on the
lands of the Crown, obliging cach holder to manufacture 1,000
feet annually for each milo of hus limuts.??

Can any thing be inore reasonabio and just than such a stipu-
lation? We are not dispused at present to go mito the propuety
of the course adoupted by the Guvesament in the issmng of theso
licences: We have heard some extraordmary stories on that

subject ; but it is mawifestly their duty not to aidvw whole tracts




