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American Board and to all the native Protestants in the empire. It has
been' steadily increasing for some years, and evidently has for its object
the utter effacement of our missionary work. At first view there seems
to be no grotnd for the remarkable change. Ths Protestant religion is
less offensive to the Moslem than the Oriental. ‘There are no forms of
worship that are idolatrous, and the Turks have often befriended the Prot.
cstant from mobs and from many other forms of persecution. Some new
force has come in to cause this great change.
That which is apparent is 2 weak and wicked thing which has founda.
tions out of sight. There is a secret organization of Armenians residing
abroad, keeping their own precious bodies safe, having probably some
affiliations with Armenians resident in Turkey, through whose agency incen-
diary bulletins have been placarded on all the school-houses, places of
worship, and other buildings belonging to the native Protestants and the
missionaries. The object is to excite the Moslems to such a general mas-
sacre that Eurgpe will be compelled to interfere and procure freedom gen-
erally. If not, Russia will march right in and do it in the name of human-
ity. The whole thing is a Russian plot. She is skilful in this way of
acting. Three very similar plots could be mentioned by which she accom-
plished her purposcs, but those who were her agents suffered.* She
works in the dark. Iler agents are innumerable, and most of them fancy
they are pursning their own ends when in reality their end is destruction;
but Russia accomplishes her object. In 1839 the great Russian ambass-
dor, Boutineff, declared that the Emperor of Russia would never allow
Protestantism to set its foot in Turkey. This policy has never changed
And there is reason for it. Russia intends to have possession of Asa
Minor, where she will find some two or three millions of Armenians who
will be of great valuc in peace and in war.  She will pass them all, asshe
supposes, immediately into the Greck Church, and her young men willle
cnrolled in the army  She does not want aw stubborn Protestantism to

© In the war of 1877-7S between Rassia and Tarkey, a revolationary body of Rassian-Balgsioe
excited a ** bogos™ insarrectior: in European Tarkey for the expreseed though concealed perpore of
aronsing the Moslem population 1o & general maseacre that would call for Russian intervention, 1
few Tarkish villages were burned and a few women and children were murdered § and the pere
trators beat & awift retreat and cscaped, scattering copics of 3 plan for universal tising and thwly
off the yoke. The mixed Moslem population, compoecd of Turks, Chinganés, Pomaks 20d (5
sian refugees driven out of Russia, all, terrified and enraged, sprung o arme, and fell et
Jarge Balgarian village and destroyed it. They slanghtered between two and thoce thoand-af
indeed, who did not escape by flight. This was calied the * Bulgatian Horrore™ It wasanaicly
perpetrated by s mixed mob. This (Ruseia’s) plot succceded perfectly.  There cannot be fosd =
thing In history to equal it. Heragents spread the news. The cxciting cazse was kept outed it
Mr. Gladstonc .50k up the hoerid tale of 15,000 slanghtered, and rode into office upon the treodas
excitement. Xe justifed Russia. He called the emperos the **divine figare of the North" T
world to this day has no history of that moet successful and moet atrocious plot. Rasiabatad
mirable facilities for working up anything of tuat kind. She has two consnls in allimpovist ;s
in Tarksy—a commezcial consnl and & political one.  Her work isalways zecret. She can isbore
the Moslem mind just as she plesacs.  Gold is one of her powerfal aids; death or Siberis o e
who oppose or are ausmecled of opposing her plans. 1t is humilisting that ont caliow gaeaa
should be 80 foolish or 80 wicked as to form a treaty by which our frecdom-oving conuiry bt
a trap 1o calch escaped Ruselan patsiots aad deliver them over to thls crucl 2nd Temorecion N




